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jTo be interested in the character and lives of those 
whose irrltiriga have iustructed and delig^hted us, it 
natural to the human ni*t)d ; nor ^s ik pensionable that tbey 
who have laboured ^uoc^f'sy^^uily far pjir^ailY^ntagey should be 
wholly forgotten. "The RJ^onmnen* of Banished Mindes'* 
is oontemplated with .a &qit/c»r yeasiTe pleasure; and 
such mementoes must always coDtribute somethings of 
life and energy to 0ie: pieces which we peruse. Brief 
therefore as is the folk»Wmg sketch of our author's history, 
it will not be an uaaceeptable introduction to his poem of 
the Purple Island. 

His father, Dr. Giles Flbtcaer, was a man of consider- 
able reputation as an author, a poet, and a statesman. He 
was born in Kent in the middle of the 16th century ; was 
educated at Eton; and in the year 1565 was elected 
scholar of Kin^^'s College, Cambridge, fie took the degree 
of A. B. in 1569, that of M. A. in 1573, and that of L. L. D. 
in 1581. Queen Elizabeth, who discovered so much pru- 
dence and discrimination in her choice of ministers, appointed 
him her commissioner in Scotland, Germany, and the Ne- 
therlands ; and in 1588, the*year of the Spanish Armada, 
she constituted him her ambassador to the court of Russia ; 
where he concluded a commercial treaty with the Czar 
Theodore, much to the advantage of his native country. 
During his residence in that barbarous empire, he composed 
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his ^^ Account of the Russe Cc^mmonwealth, or Manner' of 
^^ Governnient by the Russe Emperor, commonly called the 
^^ Emperor of Moskovia, ¥^ith the Manners and Fashions 
" of the people of that Country.'* This he printed on his 
return, in 1590; but it was suppressed lest it should give 
offence. A second edition of this book appeared however 
in 1643. 

Dr. Fletcher was appointed, subsequently ta his mission 
to Russia, Secretary to the City of London, and one of the 
masters of the Court of Requests. In 1597 he was chosen 
Treasurer of St. Paul's. Besides the work already no- 
ticed, which will be found in Hakluyt's Voyages, Dr. Fletcher 
was the author of a discourse, the object of which was, to 
prove t'hat the Tartars are the descendants of the Ten 
Tribes, who were led captive by Shalmaneser. Whiston 
adopted the same opinion, and even printed the discourse in 
the first volume of his Memoirs. Dr. Fletcher died in 1610. 

Our author was allied to several men of eminence, besides 
his father. His uncle was the famous Fletcher, Bishop of 
Peterborough, who attended Mary, Queen of Scots, to the 
place of her exfi;att]pir,«/^|id*;6xbosiaclk*her to change her 
religion ; his cou^ihf V^tfsVthcll.lwlebrijhld dramatic writer, 
whose name is so oft^.mentiop^£l ia connexion with that of 
Beaumont; and his .eI(fer{]^fh4K:Gil«s Fletcher, was a 
poet of considerable nij^i^C* l^ef^lpWes in sonae verses which 
he- addressed to oiir i^^(l|<}ii««^$^9 •^ Thy very name'« a 
poet." ••-..:..: 

Little is knowir of. the life of Phineas Fletcher : but 
Mr. Ellis conjectures he was born in 1584 ; He was 
educated at Eton; and admitted a scholar of King's College, 
Cambridge in 1600, took his Bachelor's degree in 1604, 
and his Master's degree in 1608. He entered into the 
church ; and was presented to. the living of Hilgay in Nor- 
folk, in 1621, by Sir Henry Willoughby, which he held 
during a period of twenty-nine years. He died about the 
year 1650. 

Besides the poem which is here reprinted, he was the 
author of seven Piscatory Eclogues, Eliza an Elegy,, and 
several minor poems. He likewise wrote a drama, entitled 
SiCEUDES, which was performed at King's College, Cam- 
bridge, and printed in 1631. " It was intended, originally," 
says the editor of the.Biographia Dramatica, " to be j)er- 



Phineas Fletcher. 



'^ formed before King James the First, on the 13th of May, 
^' 1614 ; but his majesty leaving the university sooner, it. 
^^ was not then represented.'' The serious parts of it are 
mostly written in rhyme, with choruses between the acts. 
Some of the incidents are borrowed from Ovid, and some 
from the Orlando Furioso. He also published at Cam- 
bridge, in 1632, some account of th^ lives of the Founders 
and other learned men of that university, under the fol- 
lowing title : — ^^ De Literatis antique Britannia^, pr»ser- 
^^ tim qui doctrina claruerunt, quique collegia Cantabrigia 
*^ fundarunt." The works of Phineas Fletcher wer« 
printed at Cambridge in 1633, 4to. 

The following remarks on the Poetry of our author, arc 
from the elegant pen of the late lamented Henry Head- 
ley, A. B.— 

" Who 
" Of wisdom lover and sweet poesie^ 
^' Was cropped in his prime, 
" And ripe in worth, though green in years did die/* 

They are extracted from his " Select Beauties of An- 
** dent English Poetry ;" and it may be observed that a 
distiMuiehed place in that collection is assigned to Phi- 
neas Fletcher. 

" Were the celebrated Mr. Pott compelled to read a lec- 
ture upon the anatomy of the human frame at large, in a 
regular set of stanzas, it is much to be questioned whether 
he could make himself understood, by the most apprehen- 
sive auditor, without the advantage of professional know- 
ledge. Fletcher seems to have undertaken a nearly similar 
task, as the five first cantos of The Purple Island are al- 
most entirely taken up with an explanation of the title ^ 
in the course of which the reader forgets the poet, and is 
sickened with the anatomist. Such minute attention to 
this part of the subject was a material error in judg- 
ment; for which, however, ample amends are made in 
what follows. Nor is Fletcher wholly undeserving of 
praise for the intelligibility with which he has struggled 
through his difficulties, for his uncommon command of 
words, and facility of- metre. After describing the body, 
he proceeds to personify the passions and intellectual 
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flUittlti^B. Here fatigued att^^<m is flat mef^Iy re- 
lieved, but ftLseianted and enrapture ; and, notiHth- 
standing hit figures, in many instances, are two arbi- 
trary and fiftntantio in their habiHrnents), often dispropor^ 
limed and oterdone, sometimes k)st in a superfluity of 
glaring colours, and the several characters, in general, 
by no means suffidentiy kept apart; yet, amid such a 
profusion of images, many are distinguished by a boldness 
of outline, a Bfiajesty of manner, a brilliancy of colouring, 
ft distinctness and propriety of attribute, and an air of 
Mfe, that we look for id vain in modern productions, and 
that rival, if not surpass, what we meet with of the kind 
even in Spenser, from whom our author caught his in- 
spiration. After exerting his creative powei*s on this 
department of his subject, the virtues and better qualities t 
of the heart, under their leader Eclecta, or Intellect, are 
attacked by the vices : a battle ensues, and the latter are 
vanquished, after a vigorous opposition, through the in- 
terference of an angel, who appears at the prayers of 
Eclecta. The poet here abruptly takes an opportunity of 
paying a fulsome and unpardonable compliment to James 
the First (canto xii. stanza 55) ; on that account, perhaps, 
the most unpalatable paffisage in the bo(^. From 
Fletcher's dedication itf this his po^o, vrith his Piscatory 
Eclogues and Miscellanies, to his friend Edmund Ben- 
lowes, it seems, that they were written very eariy ; as he 
calls them ^^ raw essays of my very unripe years, and al- 
^ most childhood.'^ It is to his honour that Milton read 
and imitated him, as every attentive reader of both poets 
must soon discover. He is eminently intitled to a very 
high rank among our old English classics.'* 

Mr. Headley's Supplement ftnmishes us with the following 
himinous criticisms : " At the bright lamp of Spenser, 
whose flame will never eicpire but with our language, 
many inferior bards have lighted their slender torches. 
The perusal of the Fairy Queen biassed the minds both 
of Cowley and More * to the pursuit of poetry. And to 
them we may add Fletcher, who, not contented with de- 
riving his general taste for allegory and personification 
from him, has gone so far as immediatdy to adopt ima^ 
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gery and particular figures. Though it may somewhat 
detract from the iDvention of Fletcher to compare him in 
some instances with his original, yet it is the only method 
«f forintng a real estimate of his merits ; and as Dr. 
Johnson well observes, ^^ it is the business of critical 
j^^tice to give every bird of the Muses bis proper feather ;*' 
H^r has he himself been backward in due ackitowledg-* 
mf^it» ^» tbese instnnces sufficiently evince : 

" Two shephevds most ( love with just adoring; 
^ That Mantuan swaiii> who chang'd his slender reed 
" To trumpet's martial voice> and war's loud roaring, 
" From Corydon to Tumus' daring deed; 

" And next our homebred Colin' s f sweetest firing ; 
" Their steps not fotloioing close, but far admiring; 
** To lacquey one of these is all my pride's aspiring." 

Purple Island, Cant vi, St 5. 

^^ The euloginm to Spenser's memcMry, Cimt. i. stanza 19. 
does equal credit to his heart as to his abilities, and deserves 
being brought forward to notice. 

* ^< He again touches on the misfortune of ^pensei', Cant* 
Ti. St 52. 

^^ But to come more immediately to the several parallel 
passages, let the reader compare Fletcher's OhMonie. 
Cant vii. St 80. with Spenser's B. 1. Cant iv. St. 21 
and 22. ; compilre Fletcher's AtimuSy Cant. viii. St. 42, 
&c.. with Spenser's Idleness^ B. 1. Cant iv. St. 18. ; 
compare Fletcher's ThumoSf Cant. viL St. 55. with 
Spenser's Wraih, B. 1. Cant. iv. St 33.; compare 
netcber's Ai^lges^ Cant vii. St. 23. with Spenser's Leck-^ 
enfy B. 1. Cant iv. S4. 24. ; oempava Fletcher's Pblo^ 
neei€9j Cant. viii. St. 24., with Spenser's iivortce, B. 
1. Cant. iv. St. 27. ; compare Fletcher's JBuvie, Cant. vii. 
St. 68. with Spenser's J^n^, B. 1. Cant. iv. S«. 3««; 
likewise with another description. B» ^. Ciust x». Sit. 31. 
Some of Fletcher's lines weU espress wha(t Pope wttti 
great felicity styles, *^ damnmg wUh faimt preii^e. ' 

t^Spenier. 
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7hen needs he must, yet &intly> then he praises; 
Somewhat the deed, much more the means he raises : 
So marreth what he makes^ and praising most dispraises»> 

3^mpare Fletcher's Deilosy Cant. viii. St. 10. "with 
Spenser^ Fear. B. 3. Cant. xii. St. 12. There seems to 
be more nature and real poetry in Fletcher's describing * 
him as but starting at the sight of his arms, than in Spen- 
ser, who on the same occasion represents him as abso- 
lutely ^^ flying fast away;''* but perhaps Spenser has 
heightened the image by making him equally terrified 
iidth the sound of them as the sight ; this is omitted in 
Fletcher. No one of Fletcher^s figures is more consis- 
tently habited than his Death. 

" A dead man'^ skull supplied his helmet's place, 
" A bone his club, his armour sheets of lead : 
*' Some more, some less fear his allfrighting face ; 
*' But most who sleep in downy pleasure's bed. 

Cant. xii. St. 3S«' 

'^ Yet the first of these terrific attributes is suggested by 
Spenser, who has giTcn it to Meleager : 

*' Upon his head he wore an helmet light, 
" Made of a dead man's skull^ that seem'd a ghastly sight 

B. XI. Cant xi. St 22. 

^< In the. preceding part of this Canto of Spenser, in- 
which the foes of Temperance besiege her dwelling-place, 
we find sight, hearing, smell, and taste, personified, 
which remind us of Fletcher, and disgrace Spenser. I . 
have often thought that a painter of taste might extract 
from the Purple Island a series of allegorical .figures, 
which if well executed might do honour to his pencil ; 
though in some instances he would find Fletcher ^^ nimis 
Poeta,** in others hje would have little to do but to supply 
the colours : and as there can be no necessity for impli- 
citly tying him down to his original, the liberty of reject- 
ing superfluities, and supplying tleficiences, should be 
alu>we(t The mottos and impi'esses, which in general 
are very htppUy adapted, give Fletcher's figures an air 
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of life, which in that particular renders them superior to 
those of Spenser and of SackTilIe *. The following rich 
figure of Hope (which is represented as masculine,) is 
among Fletcher's best. pieces ; the attitude of his leaning 
on his attendant PoUicita, to whom cTery female grace 
might be g^ven, seems worthy the notice of a painter* 
I will quote the description at length, as it affords me an 
opportunity of comparing it with a figure of Spenser on 
<< the same subject : 

"'' Next went Elpinus^ clad in sky-tike blue f ; 

" And through his anns few stars did seem to peep ; 

*' Which there the workman's hand so finely drew, 

*' That rocked in clouds they softly seemM to deep : 
'' Hja rugged sMeld was like a rocky mould, 
'' On which an anchor bit with surest hold : 

*' I hold by being held, was written round in gold, 

" Nothing 80 cheerful was his thoughtful ^ce, 
'* As was his brother Fido's : fear seemM to dwell 
'' Close by his heart ; his colour changed apace, 
'' And went, and came, that sure all was not well; 
" Therefore a comely maid did oft sustain 
*' His Minting steps, and fleeting life maintain : 
*' Pollicita she hight, which ne'er could lie or feign. 

Cant ix. St 30. 

^^ The following is Spenser^s personification, which is 
delineated with greater chastity than usual : 



* «* j£schytu8, in Ills ** Seven Chiefe against Thebes," has shown madi 
«* ftmcy in themeCtos and devices of the shields of the different chiefik 

♦ «« Pyraeles^ in Sidney's Arcadia, Is dressed in a (garment of the same 
** materials : *< Upon her body she wore a doublet of gM-colour satin/* 
* &c. p. 48 Miltou also has his «• i»y-tmc««irfftf yram,'* Paradise Lost, V, 
^ S85« Bat Fletcher might have had a passage in Quarles in his eye, wha« 
** after describing Partheniain arobebespua^led with sUrsof gold^ adds, 

*< Her dishevoUM hair 
<' Huag loosely down, and veiPd the backer part 
** Of those her tiky-retemhling roh§s ; but so, 
** That ereiy breath would wave it to and fro, 
** like flying clouds, through which you might dlscoirer 
*' Sometimes one gUmm'ring star, sometimes another. 

. Arg* and Par* B* ^U 
^ h 
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*' With him went Hope in rank, a handsome maid> 

'' Of cheerful look and lovely to behold ; 

'* In silken samite she was light array'd, 

** And her fair locks were woven up in gold : 

'' She always smiPd, and in her hand did hold 

^ An holy-water sprinktc^ dipt in dew, 

*' With which she sprinkled fiivours manilbld 

'' On whom she list, and did great liking show; 

" Great liking unto many, but true love to few. 

B.III.€attt.xii*St 13, 

^ The figure is simple, And the attributes are new; Hope 
is here divested of her usual emblem, the anchor, (which 
Fletcher has preserved) and the water-sprinkle substi- 
tuted in its room, which gives a religious air to die image; 
had it but received the ^sanction of antiquity 'for its 
adoption, we might perhaps have heard more in its 
praise. On their coins, the ancients, we find, represented 
Hope in the character of a sprightly girl, looking for- 
ward and holding a blossom or bud in her right hand ^, 
whilst with her left she holds up her garment, to prevent 
its retarding her pace. On a coin of Hadrian, I have 
seen Fortune and Hope with this emblem. Mr. Spence 
has justly objected against Spenser, that many of his 
allegorical personifications are inconsistent, . oomplicated, 
and overdone; he observes, that when they are well- 
invented, they are not well-marked out, and instances 
amongst others the figure of Hope now before us. ^But 
surely though his general charge may be true, in this in- 
stance he has been misled by his classical taste, and too 
great a reverence for the ancients ; to expect an implicit 
adherence to them in all their mythological appendages 
is unreasonable and absurd, and at once puts a st(^ to 
every exertion of fancy and genius; it is but doing 
justice to them to acknowledge that their emblematic 
figures are unrivalled; but as their several distinct at- 
tributes are closely connected with, and indeed drawM 
from their religion, history, dress, and manners, they must 
be considered as relatively excellent only; We cannot be 



♦ We commonly say « to deitroy our hoptt in the hud. 
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so barren of invention, as to be obliged tapiely to have 
recourse to their imagery on all occasions^ the religion^ 
history, manners, and dress, of our own country, are 
sufficiently dignified to supply a fertile imagination with 
combinations infinitely new, and to justify us in forming 
a style of our own. Propriety in selection is every thing : 
to produce a strong effect from a few masterly outlines, 
and to give an individual and exclusive character to the 
personage, seems to have been the sde aim of tiie ancients. 
From the profusion of ornaments wi|h which most modem 
allegorical figures are overwhelmed, we are as much at a 
loss to discover for whom they are designed, as we are to 
unravel a rebus or an anagram. Milton appears to have 
b^n a reader of Fletcher. I will conclude these desul- 
tory remarks on bim» with noticing a few passages that 
have escaped the commentator^ of our divine Bard. Mil- 
ton is invoking Mirth to bring with her, 

" Nods and becks, and wreathed smiles, 
" Such as hang on Hebe's cheeky 
*' And love to live in dimple sleek ; 
*' Sport that wrinkled care derides, 
** And Laughier holding both his sides." 

L'Alkg.^. 

" When this exquisite assemblage was formed, it is more 
than probable that the poet had an eye on the foUowin? 
passage of Fletcher : 

" Here sportful Laughter dwells, here ev«r sitting;, 
" Defies all lumpish griefe, and wrinkled care ; 
*' And twenty merry mates mirth causes, fitting, 
*' And smiles, which. Laughter's sons, yet infents are. 

Pur]^ Island, Cant. iv. St 13. Edit 1683. 

*' Where thou perhaps under tiie whelmit^ tide." 

lycidf. 167. 

In the edition of 1C30, MUton had written humming 
tide, which is perhaps more expressive and poetical. Hw 
first epithet he had probably from the following fine imam 
of Fletcher: • 
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" While huni/ning rivers by his cabin creeping, 
" Rock soft his slumbering thoughts in quiet ease. 

Eclpg, 2. 

'^ Milton uses syllabUf Comus, 208. Fletcher in his 
miscellanies, page 85, has syllabledJ'^ 

It \?ill not be unacceptable to the reader to know what 
portions of the Purple Island were selected by the taste and 
judgment of Mr. Headley, to form a part of a work composed 
of such rich materials as his " Beauties of Ancient Poetry.** 
The first extract is the description of the descent of Or- 
pheus into the infernal regions in search of his 4ost Eurydiee, 
• Cant. V. St. 61 — 67. In a note we have the following re- 
mark on that highly poetical episode : ^^ These lines of 
Fletcher are a paraphrase, or rather translation, from Boe-^ 
thius. The whole description is forcible : some of the 
circumstances perhaps are heightened too much ; but it is 
the fault of this writer to indulge himself in every aggra- 
vation that poetry allows, and to stretch his prerogative of 
" quidlibet audendi " to the utmost." 

The next extract, which is honoured with a place in the 
Beauties, is the description of the Shepherd's life, Cant, 
xii. Si. 2 — 6« <^ These beautifullines,*' says Mr. Headley,seem 
to have suggested the plan of a most exquisite little piece 
called The Hamkty by Mr. T. Warton, which contains 
such a collection of beautiful rural images, as perhaps no 
other poem of equal length in our language presents us 
with. The latter part of it more closely reminds us of 
Fletcher. A shepherd's life is to be found in Spenser's 
Fairie Queene, B. VI. Cant. ix. St. 20. 

The other extract is on the Instability of Human Great- 
ness, Cant. vii. St. 8 — 7. 

The reader vriU do well to pay particular attention to 
these ^spirited, passages of the Purple Island, as well as to 
many others of singular beauty which the confined limits of 
Mr. Headley's Work and Plan, would not allow hin^ to 
notice. That able young man was hijbself anxious that^ 
the whole works of our author should be reprinted. 

W.J. 
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MY MOST WORTHY AND LEARNED FRIEND, 

EDWARD BENLOWES, ESQ. 

SIR, 

As some optic-glasses, if we look one way, 
increase the object, if the other, lessen 
the quantity; such is an eye that looks through 
affection ; it doubles any good, and extenuates 
what is amiss. Pardon me. Sir, for speaking 
plain truth ; such is . that eye whereby you 
have viewed these raw Essays * of my very 
unripe years, and almost childhood. How 
unseasonable are blossoms in autumn ! unless 
perhaps in this age, where are more flowers 
than fruit. I am entering upon my winter, 
and yet these blooms of my first spring, must 



* To this poem, when first published^ were added a few 
piscatory eclogues and poetical miscellanies^ written bj the 
same author. 
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now shew themselves to our ripe wits, which 
will certainly give' them no other entertain- 
ment, but derision. For myself, I cannot 
account that worthy of your patronage, which 
comes forth so short of my desires, thereby 
meriting.no other light than the fire. But 
since you please to have them see more day, 
than their credit can well endure, marvel not 
if they fly under your shadow, to cover them 
from the piercing eye of this very curious 
yet more censorious age. In letting them 
go abroad, I desire only to testify how much 
I prefer your desires before mine own, and 
how much I owe to you more than any other. 
This if they witness for me, it is all the service! 
I require. Sir, I leave them to your tuition, 
and entreat you to love him, who will contend 
with you in nothing but to out-love you, and 
would be known to the world by ne other 
Name, than 

Your true Friend, 

PHINEAS FLETCHER. 

HiLCAY, May 1» 1633. 
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" Professor Franck's Guide deserves to be oftim rrad. It contaiot 
the BBST rules for studying the Scriptures that I eter remember to hare 
aeen.'* Da. Doddbidgb* Lecturer on Prtaehing, 

*' Hie liber, panrs licet molis, ea tamen fere omnia cootinet, qvm 
yhr eximius, longa meditatione, longo usu, et poUssimum, ezpertentia 
fretus, ad studiosorum S. Theologiss bonum, in Incem emisit. Pervelim 
yt summaattentione ab lis legatur qui ad Theologiae studia animum 
appellunt.'* 

Dr.ALLix. H€Commindai9rjf Pr^faeg to thf Latin edition of thi$ 
IToriktfiUOe. 



\ 



Ettraetfrom the CHRisTiiiK Obsbrvbr, /or Decfm^, 1814« 

** The name of Professor Fi^tick is associdted id the mfnds of tho#e 
who are acquainted irith the history of true religion, with all that is 
Imrmd, pious, useful^ and excellent. He was indeed << a burning and a 
•Mning light;" and in!extending the koowlodge of bis diaracter and 
•sample, and translating the present brief, but valuable Work, the 
Editob has rendered a very acceptable and useful service to the lovers 
and students of sacred literature. The extent of the Professor's learn- 
ing, and the soundness of his judgment, afford ample security to one 
class of enqnirers; while the depth of his religious views, the spiritu* 
ality of his mind, and the length of his experience, may well assure 
some others that he is not unworthy of their confidence as an instructor 
upon this fundamental subject. The Notes, by the Translator, contain « 
vaiuabit/und9fBihii§grapbtcal Knowledge, collected and digested from va- 
rious approved sources, on all the topics discussed by Professor Franck, 
from which the student of the Sacred Writings may derive important 
direction and assistance. We have, perhaps, dwelt the' longer upon 
this publication, because we consider that at a time when the most lau- 
dable zeal prevails amongst us for the distribution of the Divine Re^ 
cords, it is peculiarly important, that correct views respecting their , 
meaning and interpretation should also be disseminated. We arc 
happy therefore in having an opportunity of noticing^ Work which con^ 
tarns $Q much vahtsble tnformalitn and dirediou upon tbit 'mportemt pomi, and 
eordiaUy recommend it to gentral peruuH. 

Extract from theCmTiCAL Review, for July and August, 1815. 

<< At a time when the Sacred Writings are so generally diffused, 
and the knowledge' of the eternal truths they contain so universally cul* 
iivated, the appearance of this Translation we regard as extremely sea- 
sonable and appropriate. No one, we think, will hesitate to; confess 
that the publication of a work, the express object of which is to direct 
the student in his course through the Inspired Volume, is at once auxi- 
liary to the promotion of true religion, and of inestimable advantage to 
mil who are anxious to ascertain the real grounds of their faith... Of th« 
merits of the Translator, it is our pleasing duty to speak in laudatory 
terms. The Notes annexed claim much praise for their Learning, Judg- 
ment, and Ability ; and are replete with evidence of extensive Bibliogra- 
phical research. 
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CANTO 1. 



JL HE wanner sun the golden bull outran, 

And with the twins made haste to inn* ipd play ; 
Scattering ten thousand flowVs, anew began 
To paint the world, and piece the length'ning day ; 
(The world more aged by new youths accruing) : 
Ah, wretched man ! this wretched world pursuing. 
Which still grows worse by age> and older by renewing- 

IL 
The shepherd-boys, who with the muses dwell. 

Met in the plain their May -lords new to choose, 
(For two they yearly choose) to order well 
Their rural sports and year that next ensues : 
Now were they sat, where by the garden walls 
The learned Cam withistealing water crawls, 
And lowly down before that royal temple falls. 

* To take up temporary abode. So Donnt :../* Inn anf^wbere^ 
continuance is hell.'* 

B 
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III. 

Among the rout they take two gentle swains, 

Whose sprouting youth did now but greenly bud ; 
Well could they pipe and sing, but yet their strains 
Were only known unto the silent wood : 

Their nearest blood from self-same fountains flow. 
Their souls self-same in nearer love did grow ; 
So seem'd two join'd in one, or one disjoiuM in two** 

IV. 
Now when the shepherd-lads, with common voice, 

Their first consent had firmly ratified, 
A gentle boy began to wave their choice ; — 
** Thirsil, said he, tho* yet thy muse untried, 
Hath only learnM in private shades to feign 
Soft sighs of love^ unto a looser strain ; 
Or thy poor Thelgon's wrong, in mournful verse to plain ; 

V. 
Yet, since the shepherd-swains do all consent 

To make thee lord of them, and of their art ; 
And that choice lad, to give a full content. 
Hath joinM with thee in office as in heart ; 
Wake, wake thy long, thy too long sleeping muse. 
And thank them with a song, as is the usef : 
jSuch honour thus conferrM, thou may'st not well refusie. 

VI. 
3ing what thou list, be it of Cupid^s spite, 

(Ah, lovely spite and spiteful loveliness f) 
Or Gemma's grief, if sadder be thy sprite : 
Begin beloved swain, with good success.'' — 
^< Ah, said the bashful boy, such wanton toys, 
A better mind and sacred vow destroys, 
Since in a higher Love I settled all my joys. 

* The Author speaks here of himself and his brother; who was alse a Poet, 
t i. e4 Custom. 
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VII. 

But- if you deign my ruder pipe to hear, 

(Rude pipe, unusM, untun'd, unworthy hearing) 
7'hese infantile beginnings gently bear, 

Whose best desert and hope must be your bearing. 
But you, O muses, by soft Camus sitting. 
Your dainty songs unto his murmurs fitting, 
Which bear the under-songunto your cheerful dittying ;— 

VIII. 
Tell me, ye muses, what hath former ages. 
Now left succeeding times to play upon ? 
And what remains unthought of by those sages. 
Where a new muse may try her pinion ? 

What light'ning heroes, like great Feleus' h«r 
Darting his beams thro' our hard frozen air. 
May stir up gentle heat, and "virtue'^ wane repair ? 

IX. 
Who knows not Jason ? »r bold Tiphys* hand,** 

That durst unite what nature's self would part i 
He makes isles continent, and all one land ; 

O'er seas, as earth, be march' d with -dangerous art : 
He rides the white-mouth'd waves, and scorneth all 
Those thousand deaths wide gaping for his fall : 
He death defies, fenc'd with a thin, low, wooden waH« 

X. 
Who has not often read Troy's twice sung fires. 

And at the second time twice better sung ? 
Who hath not heard th' Arcadian shepherd's quires, 
Which now have gladly chaug'd their native tongue ; 
And sitting by slow Mincius, sport their fill. 
With sweeter voice and never equall'd skill, 
jChanting their amorous lays unto a Roman quillf ? 

* Tipbys was pi^ot of the vessel whicU ooDveyed ^asoa to Colc|us« 
f Minoius, a rirer of Mantua, Virgil's birth-place. 
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XI. 

And thou, choice wit ! love's scholar, and Iotc^s matter. 

Art known to. all, where love himself is known* ; 
Whether thou bidd'st Ulysses hie him faster ; 
Or 4ost thy fault knd distant exile moan : 
Who hath not seen upon the tragic stage. 
Dire Atreus feast, and wrong'd Medea rage, . 
Marching in tragic state, and buskinM equipage ? 

XII, 
And now of late t th'Italian fisher-swain 

Sits on the shore to watch his trembling li|ie. 
There teaches rocks and prouder seas to plain 
By Nesis fair, and fair^ Mergiline : 

Whilst his thin net, upon his oars entwin'd. 
With wanton strife catches the sun and wind ; 
Which still do slip away, and still remain behind. 

XIII. 
And that { French muse's eagle ey6 and wing, 

Hath soared to heav'n, and there hath leam'd the art 
To frame angelic strains, and canzons sing ; 
Too high and deep for any shallow heart. 
Ah, Messed soul! in those celestial rays. 
Which gave thee light, these lower works to blaze, 
Thou tut'st imparadisM, and chant'st eternal lays. 

XIV. 
Thrice happy wits ! wUch in the springing May, 
Wairm'd with the sun of well deserved favours, 
Disclose your buds, and your fair blooms display, 
Perfume the air with your rich fragrant savours ! 
Nor may, nor ever shall, those honourM flow'rs 
Be spoird by summer's heat, or winter's show'rs, 
But last, when time shall have decay'd the proudest tow Vs« 

« Ovid, f Sannazar. % Bartas. 
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XV. 

tiappy, thrice happy days in silver age ! 

When generous plants advanced their lofty crest ; 
When honour stoop'd to be learnM ivisdom^s page; 
When baser weeds starved in their frozen nest ; 
When th^ highest flying muse still higher climbs ; 
And virtue's rise, keeps down all rising crimes : 
Happy, thrice happy age! happy, thrice happy times ! 

XVI. 
But wretched we, to whom these iron days. 

Hard days ! afford no matter, nor reward : 
Sings Maro ? Men deride high Maro's lays. 
Their hearts with steel, with lead their sense is barred. 
Sings IdHus, or his father^, as he uses ? 
Oiur Midas' ears their well tunM verse refuses : 
Ah what cares he for arts ! he mocks at sacred muses. 

XVII. 
But if fond Bavins vent his clouted song ; 

Or Moevius chant his thoughts in brothel charm ; 
The witless vulgar, in a numerous throng. 
Like summer-flies about their dunghill swarm : 
They sneer, they grin : — ^ Like to his like will move,^ 
Yet never let them greater mischief prove 
iThan this, Who hates not one, may he the other love ! ^ 

XVIII. 
Witness our Colinf ; whom tho' all the graces. 

And all the muses nurs'd ; whose well taught song, 
Parnassus' self, and Glorian embraces. 
And all the learn' d, and all jthe shepherd throng; 
Yet all his hc^es were cross' d, all suits denied ; 
Discourag'd, scorn'd, his writings vilified ; 
Distrest alas ! he liv'd ; distrest alas ! he died. 
♦ Apollo. f Spenser. " 



6 THE PURPLE ISLAND. 

XIX. 

And had not that great Hart, whose honour'd head 

Now lies full low, pitied thy woeful plight ; 

There had^st thou lain unwept, unburied, 

UublessM, nor grac'd with any common rite : 

Yet shalt thou liVe when thy great foe shall sink,; 

Beneath his mountain tomb, whose fame shall stink \ . 

And time his blacker name shall blur with blackest ink. 

XX. 

O let th"* Iambic muse revenge that wrong, 

Which cannot slumber in thy sheets of lead : 

Let thy abused honour cry as long 

As there are quills to write, or eyes to read : 

On his rank name let thine own voice be tumM, 

^^ O may that man that hath the muses scorvCd^ 

«* Alive ordeady be never of amuse adorned ^V* 

XXI. 

Oft therefore have I chid my tender muse ; 

Oft my chill breast beats off her flutt'ring wing: 

Yet when new spring her gentle rays infuse. 

All storms are laid, again I rise and sing : 

At length soft fires dispersed in every vein. 

Yield open passage to the thronging train. 

And swelling number's tide rolls like the surging main. 

XXII. 

So where fair Thames, and crooked Isis' soq. 

Pays tribute to his king, — ^the mantling stream, 

EncounterM by the tide now rushing on 

With equal force, oPs way doth doubtful seem ; 

At length the full-grown sea, and water^s king 

Chides the bold waves with hollow murmuring : 

Back fly the streams to shroud them in their mother-spring. 

< A citation from Spensef's Poem « The Ruifie8 4>fTimei''...andsup{i08ed 
to Allude to Cecil, Lord Burleigh. 
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XXIIL 

Yet thou karmonious muse, why should'st thou droop. 

That every vulgar ear thy music scorns? 
Nor can they rise, nor thou so low canst stoop ; 
No seed of heav'n takes root in mud or thorns* 
When owls or crows, imping their flaggy wing 
With thy stol'n plumes, their notes thro' th' air would 
fling; 
Oh shame ! they howl and cro£^k, whilst fond they strain to sing. 

XXIV. 
lEnough for thee in heav'n to build thy nest ; 

Far be dull thoughts of winning earthly praise ; 
Enough, if kings enthrone thee in their breast. 
And crown their golden crowns with higher bays : 
Enough that those who wear the crown of kings. 
Great IsraeFs princes ! . strike thy sweetest strings : 
Heaven's dove when l^gh'st he flies, flies with thy heav'niy 
wings. 

XXV. 
Let others trust the seas, dare death and hell, 

Search either Ind, vaunt of their scars and wounds : . 
Let others their dear breath, nay, silence, sell 

To fools ; and swol'n, not rich, stretch out their bounds 
.By spoiling those that live, and wronging dead; 
That they may drink in pearl, and couch their head 
In soft, but sleepless down ; in rich, but restless bed : 

XXVI.' 
O let them in their gold quaff dropsies down ! 

O let them surfeits feast in silver bright ! 
Whilst Isugar hires the taste the brain to drown. 
And bribes of sauce corrupt false appetite, 

Its master's rest, health, heart, life, soul, to sell : 
Thus plenty, fulness, sickness, ring their knell, 
Seath weds and beds them ; first in grave, and then in helL 
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XXVII. 

But ah ! let me under some Kentish hill. 

Near rolling Medway *mongst my shepherd peers. 
With fearless merry-make, and piping still, 
Securely pass my few and slow-pac'd years : 
While yet the great Augustus* of our nation, 
Shuts up old Janus in this long cessation. 
Strengthening our pleasing ease, and giyes us sure 
Yacation. 

XXVIII. 
Inhere may I, master of a little flock, 

Feed my poor lambs, and often change their fare. 
My loTely mate shall tend my sparing stock. 
And nurse my little ones with pleasing care; 
Whose love and look, shall speak their father plain ; 
Health be my feast, heaven hope, content my gain ; 
iSo in my little house, my lesser heart shall reign. 

XXIX. 
The beech shall yield a cool safe canopy, 

While down I sit, and chant to th' echoing wood: 
Ah, singing might I live, and singing die 1 
So by fair Thames, or silver Medwity's flood. 
The dying swan, when years her temples pierce. 
In music's strains breathes out her life and verse. 
And chanting her own dirge, rides on her wat'ry hearse. 

XXX. 
What need I then to seek a patron out; . 

Or beg a favour from a mistress* eye, 
To fence my song against the vulgar rout ; 
Or shine upon me with her Gemini? 
What care I, if they praise my slender song ? 
Or heed I, if they do me right or wrong ? 
A shepherd's bliss nor stands nor falls with every tongue, 

* James I. 
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XXXI. 

Great Prince of shepkerds ! than thy heaTe&s mote lugbi 

Low as our earth, here serving, ruling there ; 
Who taughf st our deatii to lire, thy life to die ; 
Who, when we broke thy honds, our bonds wouldst bear; 
Who reignedst in thy Heaven, yet felt^st our Hell ; 
Who(God)bought'stmi^, whomman {tho'God's)didsell| 
Who in our fleshy our graves, and worse, our hearts wouldst 
dwell: 

XXXII. 
Great Prince of shepherds ! thou who late didst deign 

To lodge thyself within this wretched breast ; 
Most wretched breast, such guest to entertain, 
Yet oh most happy lodge in such a guest ! 

Thou First and Last, inspire thy sacred skill ; 
. Guide thou my hand, grace thou my artless quill ; 
So shall I first begin> so last shall end thy vrill. 

XXXIII. 
Hark then, ah, hark ! ye gentle shepherd crew ; 

An isle I fain would sing, an island fs^ir ; 
A place too seldom viewM, yet still in view j 
Near as ourselves, yet farthest from our cate ; 
. Which we by leaving find, by seeking lost ; 
A foreign home ; a strange, tho' native coast ^ 
Most obvious to all, yet most unknown to mofst 

XXXIV. 
Coeval with the world in h^r nativity ; 

Which tho' it i^ow hath passed thro' many ages^ 
And still retains a natural proclivity 

To ruin, compassM with a thousand rages 

Of foe-men's spite, which still this island tosses ; 
Yet ever grows more prosperous by her crosses. 
By withering, springing fresh, and rich by often josses. 

C 
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XXXV. 

Vain m^iil too fondly wise, wha plough the seas. 

With dang'rous pains another earth to find ; 
Adding new worlds to th' old, and scorning ease. 
The earth's vast limits daily ittore unbind f 
The aged world though now it falfilig shows, 
And hastes to set, yet still in dying grows : 
Whole lives are spent to win, what one death hour must- 
lose. 

XXXVI. 
How likens the world unto a tragic stage ! 

Where every changing scene the actors change ; 
Some, subject, crouch and fawn ; some reign and rage p 
And new strange plots, bring scenes as new and strange. 
Till most are slain ; the rest their parts have done. 
So here, some laugh and play, some weep and groan, 
Till all put off their robes ; and stage and actors gone. 

XXXVII. 
Yet this fair isle, ^cited so nearly near. 

That from our sides, nor place, nor time may severe 
Though to yourselves, yourselves are not more dear. 
Yet with strange carelessness yOu travel nevpr : 
Thus while yourselves and naflive home forgetting, 
You search for distant worlds, with needless sweating, 
, You never find yourselves ; so lose ye more by getting. 

XXXVIII. 
When that great Pow*r, that All, far more than all, 

(When now his time foreset was fully come) 
Brought into act this indigested ball. 
Which in himself, till then had only room ; -^ 
He laboured not, nor sufferM pain or ill; 
But bid each kind, their several places fill : 
He biditnd they obeyM, their action was his will 
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XXXIX. 

Vorth sprang the light, and spread his die^rfol ray* 

Thro' all the chaos ; darkness headlong fell, 
FrlghtenM vfitlt sudden beams, and new-bom day& ; 
And plungM her ugly head in deepest Hell : 
Not that he meant to help his feeble sig^t 
To frame the rest ; he made the day, of night : 
All else but dajrkness ; he the true, the only 2.ight. 

XL. 
fire, water, earth, and air that fiercely strove 

His SOVEREIGN HAND iu stroug alliance tied. 
Binding their deadly hate in constant lore : 
So that Grbat Wisdom temperM all their pride, 
Commanding strife and love shouM never cease.; 
That by their peaceful fight, and fighting peace, 
The world might die to live, and lessen to increase. 

XLI. 
Now when the first week's life was almost spent ; 

And this world built, and richly furnished ; 
To store Heaven's courts, and steer Earth's regimenti^ 
He cast to frame an isle, the heart, and head 
Of all his works, compos' d with curious art ;. 
Which like an index briefly should impart 
The sum of all ; the whole, yet of the whole a part. 

XLII. 
That Trine-One with himself, in council sits*, 

And purple dust takes from the new-born earth i 
Part circular, and part triang'lar fits ; 
Endows it largely at the unborn birth ; 

Deputes his favourite viceroy ; doth invest 
With aptness thereunto, as seem'd him best; 
And lov'd it more than all, and more than all it blessed. 
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XLHI. 

Then pke^d it In tii« oalm pacific sead, 

And bid nor waves nor troublous winds, otfond it ; - 
Then peopled it with subjects aipt to please 
So wise a prince, made able to defend it 
Against all outward force, or inward spite : 
Him framing iit^e himself, all shining bright ; 
A little living Sun, son of the living ltoH'T. 

XLIV. 
Nor made he this like other isles ; but gave it 

Vigour, sense, reason, and a perfect motion. 
To move itself whither itself would have it, 
And know what falls within the verge of notion : 
No time might change it> but as ages went, 
So still returnM ; still spending, never spent ; 
More rising in their fall, more rich in detrime 

XLV. 
So once the ^cradle of that double light. 

Whereof one rules the night, the other day ; 
Till setd Latona, flying Juno's spite. 
Her double burthen there did Safely lay. 
Nor rooted yet, in every sea was roving. 
With every' wave, and every wind removing ; 
But since, to those fair twins hath left her ever moving. 

XLVI. 
Look as a scholar, who doth closely gather 
Many large volumes in a narrow place ; 
So that GREAT Wisdom, all this all together, 
ConfinM unto this island^s little space ; 
And being one, soon into two he framed it ; 
And now mad€ two, to one again reclaimM it ; 
The little Isle of*Man, or Purple Island nam'd it. 

* Dblos, the birth-place of Apollo aud Diapa : so called from, {f)\o;, 
because when Latona their mother was persecuted by the Python, it suddenly 
made its appearance in the sea, and afforded her the asylum she sought. 
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XLVIL 

Thrice happy was the w orld*s first ittftincy, 

Nor knowing yet, nor curious, ill to know ; 
Joy without grief, love without jealousy ; 
None felt hard labour, or the sweating plough : 
The willing earth brought tribute to her king ; 
Bacchus unborn lay hidden in the cling 
Of big swoirn grapes ; their drink was every silver S|Nri]i;g» 

XLVIII. 
Of all the winds there was no difference, 

None knew mild Zephyrs from cold Eurus' moutl^ ; 
Nor Orithya's lover's violence 

Distinguish^ from the ever dropping south i'^ 
But either gentle west winds reigiaM alone, ' 
Or else no wind, or harmful wind was none; 
But one wind was in all, and all the winds in one. | 

XLIX. 
None knew the sea ; oh, blessed ignorance ! 

None nam'd the stars, the north car's constant race, 
Taurus' bright horns, or Pishes' happy chance : 
Astrea yet chang'd not her name or place ; 

Her ev'n-pois'd balance, Heav'n yet nev^ tried t 
None sought new coasts, nor foreign lands descried ; 
But in their own they liv'd, and in their own they diejd. 

L. 
But ah ! what liveth long in happiness ? 
Grief, of a heavy nature, steady lies, 
And cannot be remov'd for weightiness ; ' 
But joy, of lighter presence, eas'ly flies, 
And seldom comes, and soon away will go : 
Some secret pow'r here all things orders so. 
That for a sunshine day, follows an age of woe. 

• Orithya, thedau$hter of Erechtheus, kioj; of Athens, loved and carried 
away by Boreaji* 
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LI. 

Witness this glorious islE ; which, not content 

To be confinM in bounds of happiness. 
Would try whatever is in the continent ; 
And se^k out ill, and search for wretchedness. 
Ah, /ond, to seek what then was in thy will^ 
That needs no curious search; 'tis next us still. 
*Tis grief to know of grief, and ill to know of ill. 

LII. 
That old sly Serpent (sly, but spiteful more) 

YexM with the glory of this happy isle. 
Allured it subtly from the peaceful shore ; 
And with fair painted lies and colour'd guile, 
Drench'din dead seas, whose dark streams fuU of fright. 
Empty their sulphur wares in endless night ; 
IVhere thousand deaths and hells, torment the damned 
sprite. 

LIII. 
So when a fisber-swain by chance liath spied 

A big-grown pike pursue the lesser fry. 
He sits a withy labyrinth beside, , 
And with fair baits allures his nimble eye ; 
Which be invading with out-stretched fin, 
All suddenly is compassed with the gin ; 
Where there is no way out, but easy passage in. ' 

LIV. 
That deathful lake, hath these three properties ; 

No turning path, or issue thence is found : 
The captive never dead, yet ever dies ; 

It endless sinks, yet neyer comes to ground : 
HelVs self is pictured in that brimstone wave ; 
For what retireth from that hellish grave ? 
Or who ca« end in death, where deaths no ending bavei 
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LV. 

For ever had this isle m that dire pit, 

With cureless grief, and endless error strayed, 
Where fire and brimstone had tormented it ; 

Had not the kino, .whose laws he, fool ! betrayM, 

Unsnarled that chain, then firm that lake secured ; ^ 
For which ten thousand tortures he endured : 
So hard was this lost isle^ so hard to be recur^d 

LVI. 
O thou deep Well of life, wide stream of I<fre, 

More deep, more wide, than widest, deepest seas ! 
Who, dying, death to endless death didst prove, 
To work tbas wilful rebel island^s ease ; 
Thy love no time began, nctime decays ; 
But still increaseth with decreasing days : 
Where then may we beg^n, where may we end thy praise ? 

LVII. 
My callow wing, that newly left the nest. 

How can it make so high a towering flight ? 
O depth without a depth ! in humble breast. 
With praises I admire so wondrous height : 

But thou my s^ister Muse*, may'st well go highV^ 
And end thy flight ; ne'er may thy pinions tire ! 
Thereto may he his grace, and gentle heat aspire. 

LVIII. 
Then let me end my easier taken story, 
^ An^ sing this island's new recovered seat : — 
But see, the eye of noon, its brightest glory. 
Teaching great men, is ne'er so little, great ; 
Our panting flocks retire into the glade ; 
They crouch, and close to th' earth their horns have laid: 
Screen we our scordied heads in that thick beech's shade. 

^ AUudipy to bis brother and bis poem eutiUod '* Cbrist'i Victoiy »ftd 
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CANTO II. 

I. 
JLIECLININO Phoebus^ as be larger growi^. 

Taxing proud fally gentler vraxeth still ; 
Never less fierce, tban wben be greatest shows :— 
When Thirsil on a gently rising hill 
Where all his flock he round might feeding view, 
Sits down, and circledi with a lovely crew 
Of nymphs and shepherd-boys, thus *gan his song renew^ 

II. 
Now was this isle pult'd from that horrid main. 

Which bears the fearful looks and name of Death ; 
And settled new with Mood and dreadfiil pain 
By Him who twice had giv'n,"anee forfeit, bredth : 
A baser state than what was first assignM ; 
Wherein, to curb the too aspiring mind. 
The better things were lost, the worst winre left behind i 

III. 
That glorious image of himself wa» ras^d ; 

Ah ! scarce the place of that best part we find : 
And that bright sun-Uke knowledge HMJ^oh defttc'd ; 
Only some twinkling stars remain bc^nd : 
Then mortal made ; yet a9 one fainting dies, 
Two other in its place succeedi&g rise ; 
And drooping stock with branches fire^ immortalisov 

IV. 
So that lone ^bird, in fruitful Arable, 

When now her strength, and waning life deoaySy . 
Upon some airy rock, or mountain high. 
In spicy bed (firM by new Phesbns' rays) 
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Herfdf, and ilII her crooked age consumes */ 
Straight from the ashes, and those rich perfumes, 
A Aew born Phoenix .flies, and widoiv'd place resumes^ 

V. 
It grounded lies upon a sure ^foundatioiij 

Compact and hard ; i^hose matter, cold and dry, 
To marble turns in strongest congelation ; 
Fram'd of fat earth, which fires together tie, 
Through all the Isle and every part extentf, 
To give just form to ev'ry regiment J ; 
impcu^ting to each part due strength and 'stablishment. 

VI. 
Whose looser ends are glewM with brother earth§. 

Of nature like, and of a near relation ; 
Of self-same parents both) at self-same birth ; 
That oft itself stands for a good foundation || : 
Both these a third doth solder fast, and bind^ y 
Softer thap both, yet of the self-same kind ; 
All instruments of motion, in one league combined. 

VII. 
Upon this base** a curious work is rais'd, 

Like undivided brick, entire and one, 
Tho* soft, yet lasting, with just balance pais'dft j 
Distributed with due proportion : 

* Namely, the Bones. 

f i. e. Extended >t is so used by Spenser. 

:( i e. Reicion. 

§ Annexed to the Bones are the Cartilages, white, flexible, and smooth, 
which themselves ossify in process of tune. 

D Some of them sustain an<l uphold certain parts 

% hese are fastenfid together by a kind of cartilages called ligaments. 
V ** Upon the bontrs, as the found a r ion, reposes the flesh, soft, ruddy, and 
covered with the common membrane or skin. 

•ft i. e. Poised. So Spenser. 

D 
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• 

And that the rougher frame might loirk usseev^ 
All fair is huag with coverings sligftt and thin ; 
Which partly hide it all, yet all is partly seen. 

VIII. 
As when a virgin her snow-circled breast 

Displaying hides, and hiding sweet displays ; 
The greater segments covered, and the rest 
The vail transparent willingly betrays ^ 

Thus takes and gives, thus lends and borrows light : 
Lest eyes should surfeit with too greedy sight, 
Transparent lawns with-hold, more to increase deUght. 

* IX. 

Nor is there any part in all this land, 

But is a little isle : for thousand brooks^ 
In azure channels glide on silver sand ; 
Their serpent windings, and deceiving erooks. 
Circling about, and watering sdl the plain. 
Empty themselves into th' all-drinking main ; 
And creeping forward slide, but ne'er return againf. 

X- 
Three diflfrent streams, from fountains different. 

Neither in nature nor in shape agreeing, 
(Yet each with other, friendly ever went) 
Give to this Isle its fruitfulness and being r 
The first in single channels ;{: sky-like blue, 
With luke-warm waters dyM in porphry hue. 
Sprinkle this crimson Isle, with purple colour'd dew. 

* The whole body is watered, as it were, with great plenty of riyer»^| 
namely, the veina, arteries, and uenres. 

f This was the universally received opinion, before Dr. Harvey made 
known his great discovery of the circulation of the blood. 

X A vein is a hollow canal, which receives the blood ffom the artery, ands 
conveys it back to the heart. 
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XI: 

The * next, though from the same springs first it rise, 

Yet passing through another greetter fountain, 
Doth lose his^ former name and qualities : 
Through many a dale it flows, and many a mountain; 
More fiery light, and needful more than all ; 
And therefore fenced with a double wall ; 
All froths his yellow streams, with many a sudden falL 

XII. 
The flast, in all things diflTrfaig from the otiier. 

Fall from an hill, and close together go, 
Embracing as they run ; each with his bi'other . 
Ghiarded with double treooches sure they flow: 
The coldest spring, yet nature best they have ; 
And like the lacteal stones which Heaten pave ; 
Slide 4clown to ey'ry part with their thick milky wave. 

XIII. 
These with a tiiousand {streams through th' Island roving^ 

Bring tribute in ; the first gives nourishment. 
Next life, last sense, and arbitrary moving : 

For when the prince hath now his mandate sent. 
The nimble posts quick down the river run, 
And end their journey, though but now begun ; 
But now the mandate came, and now the mandate's don?. 

* An artery is a hollow canal* composed of fibres twisted together^ whioh 
conveys the blood from the cayity of the heart to all the parts of the body. 

•f* A fierre 48 a whitish, round, slender body, ac ising from thejbrain, which 
is supposed to convey the animal spirits to all parts of the body. 

% That is, the vdins convey the nourishment ; the artery, life and heat ; 
the nerves, sense and motion ; the will commands, and the mandate is Exe- 
cuted almost in sgi instant. 
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XIV. 

The i^hole istE, parted in three regim^iM^y 

By three metrepolis's jointly sway'd ; 
Ordering in peace and war th^r g^oremments. 
With loTing concord/ and with mutual aid : 
The lowest hath the worsts but largest see ; 
The middle less, of greater dignity : 
The highest least, but holds the greatest sovV^ignty. 

XV. 
Deep in a rale doth that first province lie, 

With many a city grac'd, and fairly t6WhM ; 
And tor a fence from foreign enmity, 
With fire strong builded wallsf encompassM round ; 
Which my rude peneil will in limning stain ; 
A work, more curious than which poets feign 
Neptune and Phoebus built, and puUed down again^^ 

XVI. 
The first of these, is that round spreading fence§, 

Which like a sea^ girts th' Isle in etery part ; 
Of fairest building, quick, and nimble sense, 
Of common matter, fram'd with special art ; 
Of middle temper, outwardest of all, 
To warn of er'ry chance that may befall : 
The same, a fence and spy ; a watchman and a witU. 

, * The whole body may be parted into three regions : the loirest^ or belly j 
this middle, ot breast -, the highest, or head. In the lowest the liver is sove- 
reign, whose region is the widest, but meanest In the middle, the heart 
reigns. The brain obtains the highest place, and is the least in compass, 
but the greatest in dignity* 
•f The skin, the fat, the fleshy panicle, the muscles, and the Peritnnoeum, 
X Neptune and Phoebus are related to have built the wajls of Troy. 
( The skin covers almost the whole body, and is forpied of whitish fibres, 
intermixed with numberless branches of nerves, veins, and arteries. 
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XVII. 

His natiTe beauty is a Hly white^ ; 

Whicb still some other eolour'd stream infecMkf 
Least like itself; with divers stainifigs dight^ 
The inward disposition it detecteth: 
If white, it argues wet; if purple, fire; 
If black, a heavy cheer, and fixM desire ; 
Youthful and blithe, if suited in a rosy tire. 

XVIII. 
It coTerM stands with silken flourishingf. 
Which as it oft decays, renews again. 
The other^s sense and beauty perfecting ; 

Which else would feel, but with unusual pain : 
Whose pleasing sweetness, and resplendent shiil^ 
Softening the wanton touch, and wandering eyn, 
Poth oft the tP^ince himself with witch'rics undermine. 

XIX. 
The second §rampier's of a softer matter. 
Made by the purple rivers overflowing : 
Whose airy wave and swelling waters, fatter, 
(For want of heat, congealM,) and thicker growing, 
The wandering heat||, which quiet ne'er subsisteth 
Sends back ag^in to what confine it listeth ; 
And outward enemies by yielding, most resisteth. 

* The native colour of the skinis white, but (as Hippocrates)itit'cbaiigediiito 
the colour of the predominant humour. Where melancholy abounds, it is dark ; 
where phlegm, it is white and pale ; where choler reigns, it is red and fiery,&<i. 

f The cuticle or scarf-shin, is an extremely thiu and transparent membrane, 
void of sense, and covering the skin al^over. It consists of several layers of 
exceeding small scales, which cover one another. 

J The mind. 

} The fat is a whitish, oily substance, void of sense, is secreted fr6m the blood, 
jtnd lodged in small, oval, membranous bags, which shoot out of tfie arteries. 

II The fat increases in w&rd heat, by keeping it froQi outward parts; and 
|ri(^«nds the parts subject to it from bruises* 
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XX. 

The *third more inward^ firmer than the best^ 

May fleem at first, but thinly built, and fllight ; 
But yet of more defence than all the rest ; 
Of thick and stubborn substance strongly dight. 
These three (three common fences round impile) 
This regiment, and all the other Isle ; 
And saying inward friends, their outward foes beguile. 

7LXI. 
Beside these three, twof more appropriate guards. 
With constant watch ^compass this gorernment : 
The first eight companies in sereral wards, 
(To each his station in this regiment) 
On each side, four continual watch observe. 
And under one great captain jointly serve ; 
Two fore-right stand, two cross, and four obliquely 
swerve. 

XXII. 
The ]: other fram'd of common matter, all 

This lower region girts with strong defence ; 

More long than round, with double-builded wall, ' 

Though single often seems to slighter sense ; 

With many gates, whose strangest properties 

Protect this coast from all conspiracies ; 

Admitting welcome friends, excluding enemies. 

« The fleshy pauicle, is a membrane Tery thick, sinewy, internroTen vtiih 
little veinsy and lies just under the fat. 

f The proper parts infolding this lower region, are two ; the first, the mni- 

cles of the belly, which are eight ; four side-long, two right, and twp across. 
« 

} The Peritoneum (called the rim of thebelly) is a thin membrane, taking 

its name from compassing the bowels; round, butjonger^ every whei% 

double, yet solhinXhat it jseems bmt single^ 
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XXIII. 

Between this fencers double-walled sides*, 

Four slender brooks run softly o'er the lea ; 
The first isjcall'd the nurse, and rising slides 
From this low region's metropolie : 

Two from th' heart-city bend their silent pace 5 
The third from urine-lake with waters base. 
In the fallantoid sea empties his flowing race. 

XXIV. 
Down in a Jvale where these two parted walls 

•Differ from each with Wide distending space. 
Into a lake the urine river falls. 

Which at the §Nephros hill begins his race : 
Crooking his banks he often runs astray, 
Lest his ill streams might backward find a way : 
Thereto, some say, was built a curious framed ba y • 

XXV. 
The urine-lake II drinking his coloured brook. 

By little swells, and fills his stretching sides : 
.But when the stream the brink -gins overlook, 
' A sturdy groom empties the swelling tides ; 

# The double tunicle of the rim, is parted into a large space, that with 9 
double wan it might fence the bladder, where the vessels of the navel are 
contained. These are four, first the nurse, which is a vein nourishing the 
infant in the wamb ; second, two arteries, in which the infant breathes; .the 
fonrth, the Ourachos, a pipe whereby (whilst the child is in the womb) the 
urine is carried into the allantoid. 

-f A membrane receiving sweat and urine. / 

} The passages carrying the urine from the kidneys to the bladder. 

{ Nephros — Greek (o Ncf po^) the kidneys. 

II The bladder is composed of three coats; the i|rst is an es^tension of the 
'Peritoneum : the second consists of muscular fibres j the third is both glandu- 
lous and nervous, and full of wrinkles, that it may be capable of coniractloa 
^nd dilatation. 
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Sphincter^ some call ; who, if he loosed be^ 
Or stiff with cold, out flows the senseless sea^ 
And rushing unawares, covers the drowned le«. 

XXVI. 
From thence with blinder passage (flying name) 
These noisome streams a secret pipe conveys ; 
Which though we term the hidden parts of shame, 
Yet for the skill deserves no lesser praise 
Than they, to which we honourM names impart 
O, POWERFUL WISDOM ! with what wondVous art 
Mad^st thou the best, who thus hast fram'd the vilest part* 

XXVII. 
Six tgoodly cities, built, with suburbs round, . 

Do fair adorn this lower region ; 
The first :|:Koilia, , whose extremest bound 
On this side's border'd by the Splenion§, 
On that by sovereign Hepar^s|| large commands. 
The merry Diazomef above it stands, 
To both these joinM in league, and never failing bands. 

* A name common tt> several muscles, which bind, strengthen, or draw 
together any part. Its glands separate a slimy matter, which defends tbe 
bladder from the acrimony of the urine. The involuhtary emission of tfaity. 
is prevented by a small muscle, which goes round the neck of the bladder. 

f Resides the bladder there are six special parts contained in this lower 
region; the liver, the stomach, and the guts; the gall, the spleen or miltf 
the kidneyt and parts for generation. 

' X The stomach (or Koilia KetXf» m) is the first in order though not in dig* 
nity, which is long and round, made to receive aud concoct the neat, and 
to perfect the chyle. 

§ Splenion, 'the spleen from o £TXi}y» 
II Hepar, the liver, from r9 Uvctf, 
x^ riaxome, from t^^»afyf*m. 



The form (as vhw ^tfe ^^t^ i^ JiMrPfpef ri^e ^ - 

And swell} round wise, fu^^ Iwgj y#jt ^|)g-¥^is^ WF^r 
FramM to the mos^ ^{qp^io^^ ^gure^a S¥^^ i 
For 'tis the IidMd'9 |^per; hj^r^ itp ftpf^ 
Lies trea^ur'd nip, ^bipb| well p^fpii^r'd, it s^r^ 
By secret patlf th^to tfi' p^rfi^h-Aity .i^w4? j 
Which, making it more fit, to all the Isle exte^, 

Far hence at foot of rocky Cellars hills, 

This city's ^^^stewM^ 4w^ m irattjtf^ #Jt9Pe j 
And twice a day l^oiliifc's M^<^rboiise f|}s 
With certafft rent and 4^e prf^yisi^^ : ;* 

Aloft bt fitly dwells h iM^du^ f^y^, / 

Which to iewanh^ l h^sU^ iivo^ ^aJUi l#y/fi 
When that fair jnonnt I ^mg^ a^d J^i? ^Mt^ ,Wf.^ iraye* 

At that cave's mouth, twic^ ^M^P porters fstand, 

Receivers of the emptmmBij rept ; 
On each side fopr, itjAie i^ddv^unai of ihe bBMui) 
Whose office to di|ri4^ vhst in is seat ; 
Straight other fo«p hteak it in foeoes small /; 
And at each hand twice five, which grinding all, 
JPit it imt *cow90y aMl iliis oity's pca^nal. 

^ Q^tusj the taste, js tl^e.catereo or steward ^to the stomach, which hay 
its place in Cephal; that is the head. Tjie surface of the tqngae 
is filled with small Papillae, which are no other than fine ramifications of 
the gustatory nerve ; these are variously inoved by the particles of meat and 
ibink } and this motion heing'by that nerve.transmilted'to.the'brain^ ^stt jier- 
ception arises which we styl^ tasting. Vi 

f Tn eac^h jaw^ are sixteen teeth/four cutters, lwadog«teelh or breakers^ 
and ten grinders. ' - -^ 

E 
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XXXI. 

From thence h ^groom of wondrous Tolubility 

DeliTers aH anto near oflBcers, 
Of nature like himself and like a^^ty; 
At each side four, that are the governors. 
To see the lietuals shippM at fittest tide ; 
Which straight from thenoe mih prosperous chamieE/ 
slide, 
Ajld in Koilia^s port with nimble oars gHde. 

XXXII. 
ThiB fhayen, fram*d with wondrous sense and art, 

Opens itself to all tiiat entrance sedL ; 
Yet if ou^t back would turn, and ihenoe depart, 
With4housand Wrinkles shuts tiie ready ere^ : 
But when the rent is slac^, it ragos nfe^v 
And mut'nies in its^ with civil strife : 
Whereto §a little groom eggs it witii sharpest knife. 

xxxiir. 

Below lldwells in this city's markct-place,r 

The island^s common cook, Coneoetio»i 
Common to all, therefore in middle space 

Is iparter'd fit in just proportion ; 

« n« toiTga* witli grttt agility delivert up the meat weU chewed, te tke 
iMtmaeiiCs of fwtUowiiig, (eight lemug to this purpose,) which instantly 
send the Biemt into the stOTiadu 

f The upper mouth of the stomach hath little Teins, or circular strings, 
<o shut in the meat, and keep it from returning. 

I m/e, Frequently: so Spenser* 

i A short f esseL whieh sending in a melancholy humour, sharpens th6 
appetite. 

II In the bottom of the atomacfa which is pkoed in the midst of tW 
belly it fiiiicecttoQ psrfonned. 
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'Whence never from Us labaur he retires ; 
No res^fae asks, or better change requires : 
iBoth night and day he worka^ ne>r sleeps ' aor sleep 
tlesires. 

XXXIV. 
That t^heat, which in his furnace ever fumeth. 

Is nothing like to our hot parching fire. 
Which all consuming, self at length consumeth i 
But moistening flames a gentle heat inspire. 
Which sure some inborn neighbour to him lendeth ; 
And oft 4be bordering coast fit fuel sendeth. 
And oft the rising fume, wbidi down again desce^deth. 

XXXV. 
Like ta a pot, where under hovering 

Divided flames the iron sides entwining. 
Above is stoppM with close lid covering, 
Exhaling fumes to narrow straits confining ; 
. So doubling heat, his duty doubly speedetb : 
Such is the fire concoction^s vessel needeth. 
Who daily all the lAe with fit provision feedeth^ 

XXXVI. 
There many a groom, the busy cook attends 

In under offices and sevenal place : 
This gathero up the scurn^ and thence it sends 
To be cast out ; another, liquors basQ ; 
Another garbage, which the kitchen cloys ; 
And divers filth, whose scent the place annoys, 
By divers .secret ways in under sinks convoys. 

* The ooDcoction of ireais in i\.B »tomaeh, h perfected at ^y au 
fnnate property imd special firtuc; ai wall at by thaoatirard bfatofita- 
joiDiBf partus 
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xxiVtl. 

Therefor^ t iMMia «)^, Hi Udblblig 4ma% 
\ t'o lei o^t %kat mi^vdry n^nlains ; 
There sits a needful groom, the porter namM, 
Which soon the full-gt^^^ kitchen cleanly drains. 
By diTiers )[ri^es ^th hnM^ed taming git^g^ 
Lest that ttie teod, loo spee£ly IhetMng^, 
Should Tfheft «Iif^a)[>petit^, stiH c^oyd tad stttt diking. 

XXXVIII. 
So teifelethmi, flr'd f«s toto do say) 

With hitkp^ Yaj^, M'er ftfd, ihbu jfh e*f«r fedfttag ; 
Trti lAiotwfeiid dfafae^ SeirtM in ev^ry day. 
Yet still ten thousand thottslmd dishes needing; 
In vain his dauber InmdiM 'sha^ies aiisrtUi'd: 
A whole eninp^s ifne^t lie in Ins ^tfrg^ f hhundM ; 
And all consum^A, liis htinger yet i^ unoonsam^df. 

XXXIX. 
Such woiild *Jhc rtaft« of *tMs whole Island T]>e, 

If those p^es' "winAi^s (passage quick ^daying) 
Should not refftihi too much edacity. 

With longer stay fieree appetite allaying. 

These :{:pfpes are seven-fold lonfger than the tsl^. 
Yet all are folded in a little -pile. 
Whereof '^ree noble are, ai^d thii^ ; three thick, and 
vile. 

* Th« lowdr orifice, or tDoutli of the stomadh, 'is not placed ftt the v«ry 

bottom, but at the side, and 4s called the Janitor (or porter) as sendiog out 

^e food now concocted, through the entrails, which are knotty and fhll of 

windings, lest the meat too suddenly passing through the body, should ma^e 

•> jit too subject to' sq>petite And greediness. 

t #ce bm. '^teUm. 8. ^b. 18. 

% Tbeeqtrails when dried and blown, are seven tupes longef than the hcodjr. 



The *first is MTir<m*flrt, aiid dtufn-right A6ih look, 

* Le^ iAiat Us t^arge iffiisehftrg^d,' liiigfat !rad£ retfare ; 
And by the way takes in a bitter brook, 

That when the chaoners stopt with stifling mire. 
Through di'idte pipe, witfi pSerchig waters soaSung,' 
ftis tender sMes with sharpest stream ppoTokhig, 
Thrusts out the muddy parts, and rids the mkry ehcddng. 

XLI. 
The t second lean atid lank, 'stiB piPd, and harried 

By mighty IrordVers eft bis basws invading : 
AVray bis food and new-innM store is earned ; 
Therefore an angry colour tiever fading 

Purples his che^ : the ^tbird for length «»9eeds. 
And down liis stream (m 'hundred turnings ^leads : 
These three mo3t noUe stre, adorned mth sd&en threads. 

XIM. 
The §foremo6t of ^he base, lialfiblinA appears ; 
And where liis 'broad way in an isthmus ends. 
There he exaniinets all fais 'passengers, 
{Ankltiiase^iwho OttghtBoA 'iScapB, he1)Aokward«eQd9 : 

* The first is straight without any winding, that tlie chyle might not re- 
turn i and most narrow, that it might not find too hasty a passage. It takes 
in a little passage from the gdll, which there purges the choler, to provoke 
tUe entrails (whenlhey are filow) to cast out the excrements. This is called 
Duodenum (or fwelve-fing«r) from its length* 

*" 'f iTbe second, k^^ealtad the laalc or bongry gttt, -as rbeiafmore cnu>t7 
than the rest; for the liver %«uig 'near, it dums out its »juice or eream. 
It is knowivrfrom the rest hy its r^id colour. 

X The third called Uiun, or winding, from his. many folds ^uid turniQg^> 
18 the loog'est of all. 

$ The first of the baser .$ort, is. called blitid; at whose end Js an ^pen* 
jdant, where if any of the thinner chyle do chance to eaicape, it is stopp^ 
iLQd by the veins of the oiidriffc drawn out. 
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The ^second ^lo^s court, where tempests ragiag, 
Shut close within a caT^ the winds encaging. 
With earthquakes shakes the Island^ thunders sad prer 
sagnig. 

xun. 

Theflast downright falls to port Esquilme]:, 

More straight above, beneath still broader growing, 
Soon as the gate opes by the king's assign, 
Empties itself, far thence the filth out-throwing : 
This ^ate endowM with many properties. 
Yet for his ofBce, sight and naming flies : 
Tb^efore between two hills, in darkest valley lies. 

XLIV. 
To that § arch-city of this government, 

The three first pipes the ready ftast convoy : 
The other three, in baser office spent, 

Fling out the dregs which else the kitchen doyw 
In H every one the Hepar keeps his spies. 
Who if ought good with evil blended lies ; . 
Thence bring it back again to Hepar's treasuries. 

* The second ti Colon (or the tonnentor) becattse of the wind there BUyiif]^ 
•ad vexmc^the body, ^los appears to be used for JEolns, the god of vindt* 
See Virg. iEn. Lib. 1. y. 56« 

t The last called Rectuni (or straight) hath no windings, short, larger 
tpwards thc( end, that the excrement maf be moie easily ejected^ and re* 
tained also upon occasion. 

i An alhision to the Porta Esquilina at Rome, through ▼hjch dead bodies 
and erimiuals were conveyed to Moas Esquilinus. 

( The thin entrails serre for carrying and concocting the chyle. They ase 
af I sprinkledwith numberless little veins, that no part of the chyle might es- 
cape, till all be brought to the liv.er. 

f Epiploon or over.swimmer, descends below the navel, and ascenJs 
above the highest entrails. It is of skinnjy /eubstance and itHtirely ^v«^ 
laid with f^H ' 



THE PURPLB ISIAND. U 

XLV. 

Two seTeral ^cover^ fence these twice three pipes : 

The first from over-swimming takes his name^ 
Like cobweb-lawn woven with hundred stripes : 
The second strengthen'd with a double frame. 
From foreign enmity the pipos maintains : 
Close by fPancreas stands, who ne^er complains ; 
Though pressed by all his neighbours, he their state sostains 

XLVI. 
Next Hepar, chief of all these lower parts, 

One of the three, yet of the three the least. — 
But see, the sun, like to undaunted hearts. 
Enlarges in his fall his ample breast. 
Now hie we home ; the pearled dew ere long ' 
Win wet the mothers and their tender young : 
To-morrow with the day we may renew our song/' 

^ The Mesentery, which ties and knits the entrails together. 
i Fftncreas or all-flesh, for so it seems, is laid as a pillow under the stomach, 
tmi siTStaJns the Teins, that are there dispread. 
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CANTO in, 

I. 

J. HE morning &esh, dapplinjp her horse with roses, 

(Vex'd at the lingering shades that long had l^ft her, 
In Tithon's freezing arms) the light discloses ; 
And chasing night, of rule and heaven bereft her : 
The Sun %vith gentle beams his rage disgoises. 
And like aspiring tyrants, temporises ; 
Never to be endur'd, but i^ben he falls or rises. 

W. 
Thirsil from withy prison, as he uses. 

Lets out his flock, and on a hill stood heeding:. 
Which bites the grass, and which his meat refuses; 
So his glad eyes fed with their greedy feeding. 
Straight flock a shoal of nymphs and shepherd -swains. 
While all their lambs rang'd on the iowVy plains ; 
Then thus the boy began, crown'd with their circling trains. 

III. 
^^ You gentle shepherds, and you snowy sires, 

That sit around, my rugged rhymes attending ^ 
How may I hope to quit your strong desires. 
In verse uncouth, such wonders comprehending ? 
Too well I know my rudeness, all unfit 
To frame this curious Isle, whose framing yet 
Was never throughly known to any human wit. 

IV. 
Thou Shepherd'God, who only know'st it right. 

And hid'st that art from all the world beside ; 
Shed in my misty breast thy sparkling light, 
And in this fog, my erring fQot-8te{>9 guide : 



1PHE iPtlRPtfi ISLAND. iSS 

Tkou 'whd'^t ^atP'st, md never wiltifordftie it: 

Eke how shall my 'weak* hand dare utfdeirtakfe it, 

When thdti thyifelf'ask'k counsel of thyself to make it. 

V; 

Next td Koilia/ on the riglit *de standi, r 

Fairly dispread in liirge dominion, ' *• 

Th' *arch city itepar, stretching her 'commands, 

To all within *diis lower region^, ' 

Fenc'd. with such bars and strongest situation; 

' So • n^er fearing foreigners^ invasion : 

beuce are ifhk f Walls; slight, thin ; built but for si^t 

and fashion. 

VI. 

To th' heart and to th' head-city surety tiedj: 

With firmest league and mutual reference : . 

His lieges there, theirs ever here abide,' 

To take up strife and casual difference : 

Built §all alike, seeming lik^ rubies sheen ||^ 

Of some peculiar matter; such I ween, 

As over all the world, may no where else be seen^ 

VII. 

Much like a ^^mount, it easily ascendeth; 

The upper parts all smooth as slipp'ry glass : 

But on die lower many a crag dependeth. 

Like to the hangings of some rocky mass : 

* Of all this lower region, the Hepar, or liver, is the principal* The 

situation strong, and safe walled in by the ribs. 

f U is coTered with one single tunicle, and that very thin and slifrht 

X The liver is tied to the heart by arteries, to the head by nerves, and to 

both by veins, Aspersed to both. 

I The liver consists of no ordinary flesh, but of a kind proper to itself. 

II i. e. Fair, shining. 

** The liver's upper part rises, and swells gently ; is very smooth and 
even i the lower on the outside like to a hollow rock, ragged and craggy» 

P 
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iiere fireft th^ ^ppt^le foui|tfi4& Jp^^g ^^P^ 
By ihM^^B4 m^r^ jthr<Hig)i t)|e;I«le 4i§pentf j 
Gives evory pairt %t growjOi^ and ctE^Iy aonFisbment. 

VIII. 
In this ffair town the Isle's gre^t steward d:wAU» ; 

His porphry house glit^feeirs in purple dye ; 
In purple eUd himsielf ; from thep^&e he dei^ . 
His store, to all the l^l^^'s ne^essi^.r; « . ^ 

And though the rent .}ie daily? duly pay, \ 
Yet doth his flowii^ Aubsi^pfice i^e'^r . dec^y i . 
AUday be r»^t recQiyess, returns \i jail the d^^y. 

IX. 
And like that golden star^ %hich cuts his way 
Through Sattlri^^fr ice, and Mars his t^ery ball. 
Tempting theit- strife w'Hh hii^ ifiore kindly ray.J : . 
So Hwixt the Splenioli^s irost and th' angry gall. 
The jovial Hepar sits ;; with great expence 
Cheering the Isle by his sweet influence ; 
So slakes^ their envious Irs^e, and endless diffet*ence. 

X- 
Within, some say, §Love'hath hiS' habitation, 

Not Cupid^s self, but Gupid's better brother : 
For Cupid's self dwells with a lower nation,^ 
But this, more smre^ much chastep than the other;, 
By whose command, we either love our kind, 
Or with more perfect love, alEPect the mmd ; 
With such a diamond knot, he often souls can bind. 

^ From it vise all the spriugs of blood that run in the teitit. 

f The steward 0f the whole Isle, is here fitly placed ; because as all (that V9: 
brought in) is here fitted aivd disposed, so from hence returned and dispensed* 

X The planet Jupiter* 

% Here Ptatur disposes the seat of lofv. 
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xii'- 

Two ^pur^le sh^ftms herer^se'ili^ boiling hisads ^ 

The first and least, in hoUoiKf* caTerh breedifig*. 
His waves ou d^rers neighbour gh>akids <&pr^ad^ : 
The next fair river ail ti» Test exceeding, * 
Topping the bill, breaks fo^b in fiercie evasion^ 
And sheds abroad Ihs Nile*fike initndation ; 
, jSo gives to aH the Isle their food and Tegetatioti^ 

XIL 
Yet these firom ether sto^ailis iMach deferent; 
For others, as they longer, broader grow; 
These as ihey run in narrow banks impent. 
Are then at leaSst, i^n in the main they ftow ; 
Mucb li^e a tree, which all Us rodts so guides. 
That idl his trunk in his liitt Body hides ; 
Which stodght, his stem to tfiousaiki branches sub- 
divides. 

XIII. 
Yet lest these fsfreaiiiB migirt faap to be infected. 

With other liquors in ibt wett abounding. 
Before their flowing chaimelB are delected ; 

Some lesser deUts, the fountain's bottom sounding. 
Draw out tbe baser streams, tte springs an- 

noying, 
A hundred pipes unto that end anploying ; 
Thence run 4o fitter plaice, tiiek nofalHiie load convoying* 

« Hence rise tbe two greaA rivers of blood, of wHdi all the vest aft leMct 
streanis. 

f Tbe <^yle, or juice of meats, concocted in the stomacfay could notaU W 
turned into sweet blood, by reason of tbe dirers kinds of kuaoon io it ; 
therefore there are three kinds orexcremental liquort draivn away by little 
«bes«el$y and carried W their a|>p4)rBtfd places. 
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XIV. 

Such is fair Hepar, ^wbich Tfith. j;teat disaensioa 

Of all the jrest pleads most antiquity ; 
But yet th' heart-dity with no less oontentioD, ] 
And justest challenge^ claims priority : 
Put sure the Hepar was the elder hore ; 
For that sn^all river eall'd the nurse, of yore^ 
l4iid both fpufidations, yet Hepar's built afore. 

xy, • 

Three poisonous liquors from: this purple well. 

Rise with the native streams ; the first like firef, 
All flaming hot, red, furious, and fell ; 
The spring of dire debate, and civil ire ; 
Which, werH not surely held with strong retention. 
Would stir domestic strife and fierce contention. 
And waste the weary Isle with never ceasM dissension, 

XVI. 
Therefore close by, a little ponduit stands, 

CholedochusI, that drags this poison hence, 
And safely locks it up in prison bands ; 

Thence gently drains it through a narrow fence ; 
A needful fence, attended with a guard. 
That watches in the ^traits, all closely barr*d. 
Lest some might back escape, and break the prison ward. 

f Pampas is the oontrorersy b^tsreeii the peripateticks and physicians; 
one holding the heart, the other the liver to be first. That the liver is the 
first in time and ihakiog, is maiiifest ; because the nurse (the vein that feeds 
the ipfant yet In the womb) empties itself upon the liver. 

f The first excrement drawn from the liver to the gall, is choleric, biiter, 
like flame in colour ; which, were it not removed, and kept in due place, 
would fill all the body withvbitterness and gnawing. 

X Choledochus, the Gall, is of a membraneous substance, having bnt one, 
yet that a strong tuoicle. It hath two passages, one drawing the humour 
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XVII. 

The ^next^ill stream the wholesome fount offeiidiiig, 
All dresury, blaek, and frightfnl, hence conyey^d 
By divers drains, unto the Splenion tending. 
The Splenion o'er against the Hepar laid, 

Built long and square : some say that laughter here 
Ke^s residenee ; but laughter fits not there, 
Where darkness ever dwells, and melancholy fear. 

XVHL 
And should these f ways, stopt by ill accident, 

To th' Hepar's streams turn back their muddy humours, 
The cloudy Isle, with hellish dreariment 
Would soon be fill'd, and thousand fea|rful rumours : 

Fear hides him here, lock'd deep in earthy cell ; 
Dark, doleful, deadly, dull, a little hell ; 
Where with him fright, despaii^, andthousand^dorroursdwdl. 

XIX. 
If this black town in to^^i^'S^^^^h increases. 

With too much strength his neighbours overbearing, 
"The Hepar daily and whole Isle decreases. 
Like ghastly shade or ashie ghost appearing : 

But when it pines, th'Islethrives; its curse, his blessing: 
So when a §tyrant raves, his subjects pressing, 
His gaining is their loss, his treasure their distressing. 

from the liver, another conyeyinsf the overplus into the first gut, « and 86 
emptying the gall ; and this fence hath a double gate, io keep the liquor 
from returning. 

* The second ill humpur is e^hy and heavy, which is drawn from the 
liver, by little vessels, unto the i^leeu ; the native seat of melancholy. 

•)' If the spleen should fail in this office, the whole body would be filled 
with melancholy fancies and vain terrors. 

X Where the spleen flourishes, all the body decays and withers; but 
where the spleen is kept down, the body flourishes. 

§ Trajan compared the spleen to his exchequer, because, as bis coffers be- 
lag fall, drained his subjects' purse ; so the loll spleen makes the body sapless* 
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XX, 

The third bad *wai^, bubbling from tius foimtain^ 
Is wheyith ecid, which with good liquors meat^. 
Is drawn into did double Ne{>hro'8 mountain ; 
Which draw the best for growth and nourishment » 
Tlie worst as through a little fpap distiUing 
To divers pipes, the pale cold humour swilling^ 
Runs down to th' unne-kke, his bittks thrice daily fillings 

XXI 
These {mountains difier but in situtttiofl. 

In form imd manner like : the left is h^her^ 
Lest even height might slack their operation : 
Both fifce Ae Moon (which now wants haH her fire) 
Yet into two obtuser an^es bended, 
Both stroBgly^with a double waU defended ; 
And botii haire walls of earth, before thosie waHs extended* 

XXII. 
The sixth and last town in this region. 

With large stretched precincts and with compass wide^ 
Is tliat where Venus and her wanton son 
Her wanton Ciq>id will in youth reside : 
For though his arrows and his golden bow, 
On other hills he frankly doth bestow, 
^'et hete ke hides the fire, with which each hesurt doth g^w. 

XXIII. 
For that great IVoYidettce, their course foreseeing 

Too easily led into the sea of death ; 
After this first, gave them a second being. 
Which in their offspring newly ffourisheth : 

4 Tbe watery hamour with some good blood (which is spent for the ao|i> 
lishment of these parts) is dra#o by the kidneys. 

f Tbe Ureters receive the water separated from the bloody %$ distilled £q^ 
fittte fleshy substances in the kidneys, like to teats. 

X The kidneys are both alike; the loft some vbat bigbcp. 
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Re, tiiercfore, nmde the fire of geaeration, 
To bui^ iti Vcftius' eourts without cessation ; 
Otit of tvhoae ^sbes comes an<^^r Island dsMIqiI' 

XXIV. 
For from Ib^ fir^t a fellow Isle he d^mM, 

(For what alone, can lire or fruitful be ?) 
Arren the first, the second Thelu nam^d ; 
Weaker the last, ygt fairer much to see : 
Alike in all lliie re^t,, here disagreeing^ 
Where ¥emis amd her wanton have their being y 
For tiothii^ is produced 'of two, in all agreeing. 

XXV. 
But though some few in these hid parts would see 

Their Mak^'-s glory, Md their justest shame ; 
Yet for the mo^ would turn to luxury. 

And what they should lament, would make their game ; 
Fly then "those parta, which best are undescried ; 
Forbear, my maiden song, to blazoii .wide, 
Whatth* Isle and nature^s self, doth oyer atrive to hide !v 

XXVI. 
\ These two fa^ Isleg, distinct in their creation^ 
Yet one extmcted from the other's side. 
Are oft made one, by love's firm combination ; 
And from this unity are multiplied : 

Strange it may seem, such their condition, 
Tliat ^^y are more dispread by union ; 
And two are twenty made, by being made in one. 

XXVH. 
For 'from •these two in love's delight agreeing. 

Another lifttle Isfe is soon proceeding ; 
lit first of uuIUlc frame and matter being, 
in V^aua^ temple takes its form and breeding.; 
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Till, at full time, the tedious priaon flj^ng, . : 

It breaks all lets, its ready way denying; ., r 

And shakes the 'trembling Isle with often painful dyi]|f« 

XXVIII. 
So by the Bosphorus straights, in Euxine seas^ • 

Not far from old Byzantum, closely, stand 
Two neighbour islands, calPd Symplegades, 
Which sometime seem but one combined land : 
For often meeting on the wat'ry plain. 
And parting oft, tost by the boist'rous maioi . 
They now are join'd in one, and now disjoin'd again. 

XXIX. 
itiere oft, not lust, but sweeter chastity, 

Coupled sometimes, and sometimes single, dwells ; 
Now link'd with love, to quench lust's tyranny ; 
Now Phoenix-like, alone in narrow cells ; 
Such PhiBnix one, (but one at once may be. 
In Albion's Isle,) thee, ^Basilissa, thee. 
Such only have I seen, such shall I never see, 

XXX. 
What nymph was tliis, said fairest Rosaleen, 
Whom thou admirest thus above so many ? 
She, while she was, ahi was the shepherd's queen, 
Sure such a shepherd's queen, was never any : 
But, ah ! no joy her dying heart contented. 
Since she a dear fDeer's side unwilling rented ; 
Whose death she all too late, too much repented. 

XXXL 
Ah, royal maid ! why shouldst thou thus lament thee I 
Thy little fault, was but too much believing :|:: 

* Queen Elizabeth. f The Earl of Essex. 

X HIatoriaos inform us, that Elizabeth^ coinpUiaed th« bad been betrayed 
into this langninary neasvre. 
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It is too much^ so-much thou should'st repent thee ; 
His joyous soul at rest deserves no grieving. 

These words (vain words !) fond comforters didlendher; 
But, ah, no words, no prayers, might ever bend her 
To give an end to grief : till endless grief did end her, 

XXXII. % 

But how should I those sorrows dare display ? 
Or how limme forth her virtues' wonderment 1 
She was, ay me ! she was, the sweetest May^ 
That ever flowVM in Albion's regiment : 

Few eyes fall'n lights adore ; yet fame shall kee|! 
Her name awake, when others silent slee]^ ; 
While men have ears to heat, eyes to look back, and weep. 

XXXIIl. 
And though the curs (which whelpt and nursM in Spain, 

Learn of fell Creryon^ to snarl and brawl) 
Have vowM and strove ter virgin tomb to stain ; 
And grin, and foam, and rage, and yelp, and bawl ; 
Yet shall our Cynthia's high triumphing Ught 
Deride their howling throats ^nd toothless spite : 
jbid sail through heav'n, whilst they £^ink down in end- 
less night. 

XXXIV. 
So is this Island's lower region : 

Yet, ah ! nrach better is it sure than so. 
But my pooif reeds, like my condition, 

(Low is the shepherd 's state, my* song as low) 
Mar what they make — ^But now in yonder shadt 
Riest we, while siiiis have longer shadows made : 
See,- how our paijftlng flocks run to the cooler gKde.'* 

* In heathen mythology, a fabulous giaut, with three beads. ' 

G 
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CANTO IV. 

I. 

jL he shepherds in the shade their hunger feasted^ 

With simple cates, such as the <;ountry yields ; 
And while from scorching heams secure they rested. 
The nymphs, dispersM along the woody fields, 
Puird from their stalks the blushing strawberries, 
Whioh lurk close shrouded from high looking eyes ; 
Shewing that sweetness oft both low and hidden lies. 

II. 
But when the day had his meridian run, 

Between his highest throne and low declining; 
Thirsil again his forced task begun. 
His wonted audience his sides entwining. — '• 
^^ The middle province next this lower stands, 
Where th' Isle's heart-city spreads his large commands, 
LeaguM to the neighbour towns with sure and friendly 
bands. 

III. 
Such as that star, which sets his glorious chair 

In midst of Heaven, and to dead darkness here 
Gives light and life; Msuch is this city fair : 
Their ends, place, office, state, so nearly near. 
That those wise ancients, from their nature's sight 
And likeness, turnM their names, knd call'd aright 
The sun the great world's heart, the heart the less worldV 
light. 
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IV. 

This * middle coast^ to all the Isle dispends 

All heat and life : hence it another guard 
(Beside these common to the first) defends ; 

Built whole of massy stone, cold, dry, and hard : 
Which stretching round about his circling arms. 
Warrants these parts from all exterior harms ; 
Repelling angry force, securing all alarms. 

V. ' 
But in the front f two fair twin-bulwarks rise ; 

In th* Arren built for strength and ornament ; 
In Thelu of more use, and larger size ; 

For hence the young Isle draws his nourishment ; 
Here lurking Cupid hides his bended bow ; 
Here milky, springs in sugarM riyers flow, 
Which first gave th' Infant Isle to be, and then to grow. ' 

VI. 
For when the lesser Island (still increasing 

In Venus' temple) to some greatness grows, 
Now larger rooms and wider spaces seizing. 
It stops the Hepar rivers ; — ^backward flows 
The stream, and to these hills bears up his flight, 
And in these founts (by some strange hidden might) 
Dyes his fair irosy waves into a lUy white. 

VII. 
So where fair Medway down the Kentish dales. 
To many towns her plenteous waters dealing, 

* The heart is the seat of heat and life ; therefore walled about with the 
ribs, for more safety. 

f The breasts. 

% When the infant grows large, the blood vessels are so oppressed, that 
partly through the readiness of the passage, but especially by the providence 
of God, blood turns back to the breast, and there by an innate and i^onderful 
faculty is turned into milk. 
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Lading her banks into wide Tb^mis falls ; 

The big-grown main with foamj^ billpws swe^U^g;;, 
Stops there the sudden stjreanx,: her, steady'race 
Staggera a while, at length flows baclf apac^; 
And to the parent fount returns its fearful. pf^ce« 

VIII. 
These two fair mounts are like two, bemisphere^i 

Endow*d with goodly gifts and q^alitie£( ; 
Whose tops two little purple hillocks rears, 
Much like the poles in He^Ten'^ a^letrees : 
And round about two circling altars gire 
In blushing red ; the rest in snowy tircj 
Like Thrjftcian Hcemus looks, lyhicb ne'erfeel^!^li(el(U;^^%^. 

"ix. 

, That mighty Hand, in these dissected wreatjbsj. 

(Where moves our Sun) his throne^s fw piptpre. gives; 
The pattern breathless, but ii\p picture breathes ; 
His highest heav^qi^ dead^ ou^^ low. heaven Uvea: 
Nor scorns that lofty One, thus low to dwell ; 
Here his best stars he setp and glorious cell, 
And fills with saintly spirjit^jr so tw:i\s to Heav'n frpm J^U*. 

' ' X. '" 
About this region round in compass sitfo^d 

A guard, both for defence and respirationi 
Of * sixty four, parted in several bands ; 
Half to let out the smoky exhalation ; 
The other half to diraw in fresher winds^.: 
Beside both these, a third of both their kinds. 
That lets both out and in ; which no enforcement binds. 

* In the Thorax, or breast, are sixty-five muscles for respiration, or 
%reathing> which is either free or forced : the instruments of forced -breathioff 
are sixty- four, whereof thirty -two distend* and as many contract it. 
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A border-city these two coasts remoTinj^ ; 
That like a balk with his ci^oss^biiilded watl^ 
Disparts the terms of anger and of loving ; 
Keeps from th' heart-dty fuming kitchen fires^ 
And to bis. neighbour's gentle winds inspires ; 
Loose t when he dra^rs in air, ccmtmct' Yfhen he expiret* 

XII. 

The X Diazome of sevVaJi matters^ fiwa'd: 

The first, moist, soft .j baT^d^r. th^, me^jt, 9^ drier ; 
His finshion lik^ th' fish a .^ai^ .napoiM.; , 
FencM with tjvo v(M^, ope Iqw, the other higher ;,. 
By eight streams wnterM;; , two frpm H^pi^r kM%, 
And from th' heart-to.W4.a8 many hi|^er go; 
But two twice told down fr^m the Cephal mountain flow. 

Xlli. 

Here § sportful liaugbter dwells, here ever sittijDgt 

Defies all lumpish griefs and wrinkled care ;, 
And twenty merry-mates mirth causes fitting, 
And smiles, with laugbter^s sons, yet infants are. 
But if this town be firM with burnings nigh, 
Witb self-same flames high Cephars. towers fry ; 
Such is their feeling love and lovingsympathy. 

* The instnunent of free breathing is the Diazome or Diapfaragma, which 
we call thf M^j4r*#e» a^ ,a^ w^U, paiftii^>t^e,heaiA aii4.]ifer«r 

f The midriffe dilates itself when it draws in, and contsacta itself when it 
puffj^ out ^hf air*. 

% Themidn%co^s)^tApf two^circ]^a»,pi^)Aiiii^^tbi^^ it hath 

twp tunicleft, af^jmany vei^a aq^ arteji^ie^r andiour.Be^vea^^. 

§ Here most men have placed the seat of lankier; it hath miieh symptL' 
tlrju^witl^ th^ brs^.» sq.thajli if thje, mi4riiffi|.>r infl^ned^ prewiit madness 
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XIV. 

This coast stands girt with a ^ peculiar wa^I, 

The whole precinot, and every part defending : 
The t chiefest city and imperial, 
Is fair Kerdia, far bis bounds extending ; 

Which full to know, were knowledge infinite : 
How then should my hide pen this wonder write, 
WJiidh Thou, who only mad'st it^ only know'st aright I 

XV. 
In middle of this middle regiment 

Kerdia seated lies, the centre deemM 
Of this whole Isle, and of this government : 
If not the chiefest this, yet needfull'st seemM, 
Therefore obtainM an equal distant seat. 
More fitly hence to shed his life and heat. 
And with his yellow streams the fruitful Island wet. 

XVI. 
Flank'd % with two diflTrent walls (for more defence] ; 

Betwixt them ever flows a wheyish moat ; 
In whose soft waves and circling profluence. 
This city, like an isle, might safely float : 
In motion still, (a motion fixM, not roving) 
Most like to heaven, in his most constant moving ; 
Hence most here plant the seat of sure and active loving. 

XVII. 
Built of a substance like smooth porphyry ; 
His § matter hid, and, like itself, unknown : 

* Within, the Pleura, or skin which covers the rihs on the Insfde, compasses 
this middle region. 

i The heart is placed in the midst of this province and of the whole hody. 

i The heart is immured, partly by a urembane going round it, and a 
peculiar tunicle ; partly with an humour, like whey ; as well to cool the 
heart, as to lighten the body. 

§ The flesh of the4ieart is proper and peooliar to itself; not like other 
nuscleti of a figure pyramidal* 
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Two risers of his own ; another by, 
That from the Hepar rises, like a crown, 
Infolds the narrow part : for that great All 
This his works' glory made pyramidal, 
Then crownM with triple wreath and clothed in scarlet pall. 

XVIII. 
The city's self in two * partitions reft. 

That on the right, this on the other side : 
The t right (made tributary to the left) 
Brings in his pension at his certain tide, 
A pension of liquors strangely wrought ; 
Which first by Hepar's streams are higher brought, 
And here distill'd with art, beyond or words or thought* 

XIX. 
The X grosser waves of these life-streams (which hem 

With much, yet much less labour is prepared) 
A doubtful channel doth to § Pneumon bear : 
But to the left those laboured extracts shar'd 
As through || a wall, with hidden passage &(lide ; 
Where many secret gates (gates hardly spied) 
With convoy safe, give passage to the other side. 

XX. 
At each hand of the left, 1 two streets stand by. 
Of several stuff and several working framM, 

* Though the heart be an entire body» yet it is severed into two partitiong, 
the right and left ; of which, the left is more excellent and noble. 

t The right receives into its hollowness, the blood flowing from the liver, 
and concocts it. . 

% This right side sends down to the lungs that part of the blood which is 
less laboured and thicker ; but the thinner part^ it sweats through a fleshy 
partition into the left side. 

} The lungs. 

II This .fleshy partition severs the right side from the left; at first it seems' 
thick, but if it be well viewed, we shall see it full of many pores or passages. 

^ Two skinny additions (from their likeness called the ears or audcles) 
receive, the one the thicker bloody that called the right; the other, the 
I«ft) takes in the air sent by the lungs. 
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With hundred crooks and deep trrought eititjr : 
Both like the ears in form, and so are naih'd ; 
I* th' right-hand street, the tHbtite liquor iBitteth : 
The left, foro^d air iiito his concave getteth, 

Whieh inbtlle tirrought and thin, for future workmi^n fltieth. 

The city's * left side (by some hid direction) 

Of this tlun air^ and Of that ri^ht side's rent, 
(Compound together) makes a strange confecUdn ; 
And in one vessel both together ment, 

StiUs them iriih liqual, derer quenched firing 
Then hi dmall streaiha (through all the Isle retirb^) 
Sends it to etefy part^ both heat and life inspiring. 

XXlI. 
In this t heaf t-city, fotir main Streams appear ; 

One from the Hepar, i;^ere the tribnfte land^tb, 
Largely pours oiit M$ purple ritei^ here ; 
At whose wide Mouth, n band of Tritons standeth, 
(Three TtHms stattd} tirho ^rtth their three foi'kM teace, 
Drive on, and speed die river's flovring ra6e ; 
But strongly st<^ iSte WaVe, if once it back repass % • 

XXIII. 
The § secondf i&r that doubtful channel, len&ig 
Some of this tribute to tile j^neumon nigh ; 

^ The left side of the heart takes in this air and blood ; and concocting 
them both in his hollow bosom, sends them out by the great artery into the 
whole body. 

^ In the heart are four great vesselsi the first is the hollow vein, bringing 
Sn blood from the liver ; at whose mouth stand three little folding doors, with 
three forks, giving passage, but no return to the blood. 

{ (What is said concerning the blood, both in the stanzas and notes is 
agreeable to the old philosophy ; this poem being written before Dr. Harvey 
vaade known his discovery.) 

$ The second vessel is called the artery vein, which rising from th^ right 
side of the heart, carries down the blood here prepared to the lungs, for their 
vourishment : here also are the like three folding doors, made like half oirdfis^ 
iiving passage from the heart, bat not backward. 
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Wnose springs by car^fiil guards are iratchM, that sending 
From thence the wata*s, all regress deny. 

T^e * third unlike to this^ from Pneumon flowing. 

And is due air — ^tribute here bestowing, 
Is kept by gates and bars, which stop all backward going. 

XXIV. 

The t last fiill spring, out of this left side rises, 

Where three fair nymphs, like Cynthia's self appearing, 
Draw down the streiUn which all the Isle suffices ; 
But stop back ways, some ill revolture fearing. 
This river still itself to less diyiding, 
At length with thousand little brooks runs sliding, 
His fellow course along with Hepar's channek guiding. 

XXV. 

Within this city is the % palace framM, 

Where life, and life*s companion, heat, abideth ; 
And their attendants, passions untamM : 
(Qft Tery Hell, in this strsught room resideth) 

And did not neighbouring hills, cold airs inspiring, 
Allay their rage and mutinous conspiring. 
Heat, all (itself and all) would bum with quenchless firing* 

XXVI. 

Yet that great Light, by whom all heaven shines 
With borrowed beaoas, oft leaves his lofty skies, 

And to this lowly seat himself confines. 

FaU then again, proud heart, now fall to rise : 

* The third it called the veiiiy artery^ ritiDg from the left ride, wh2ch hath 
two folds three-forked. 

f The fourth is the great artery : this hath also a flood-gate made of three 
semicircular membranes. 

J . The heart is the fountain of life and heat to the whole hodf, and the semi 
of the passions. 

H 
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Cease Earthy ah ! cease^ proud Babel Earthy to swell : 
Heav'n blasts high tow'rs^ stoops to a low rooPd ceH; 
FirstHeav^n must dwell in man,then man in HeaVn shall dwelk 

V XXVII. 

Close to Kerdia, * Pneumon takes his seat. 

Built of a lighter frame and spongy Inould : 
Hence rise fresh airs, to fan Kerdia^s heat, 
Tempting those burning fumes with moderate cold : 
Itself of larger size^ distended wide, 
Iq divers streets and out-ways, multipUed ; 
Yet in one corporation all are jointly tied. 

XXVIII. 
Fitly 'tis clothed with f hangings thin and Ught, 

Lest too onuch weight might hinder motion : 
His (^hiefest use, to frame the Totce aright ; 

(The voice which publishes each hidden notion) 
And for that end a long pipe down descends 
(Which here itself, in many lesser spends) 
Until, low at the foot of CephaVs mount it ends. 

XXIX. 
This pipe was built for th* air's safe purveyance. 

To fit each several voice with perfect sound ; 
Therefore of divers matter the oonvejanc^ 
Is finely fram'd ; the first in circles round. 
In hundred -circle bended, hard and dry, 
(For wat'ry softness is sound's enemy) 
vNot altogether close, yet meeting very nig^h. 

* The PneumoD, or lungs, is nearest the heart; whose flesh is fight aiu> 
spongy, and very large. It is the instrument of breathing and speaking, divided 
Into many parcels, but all utiited into one body. 

f The lungs are covered with a light and very thin tunicle, lest it might 
llinder their motion. 

I The wind-pipe, which is framed partly of cartilages, or gristly mattier, 
because the voice is perfected with hard and smooth things (these cartilages 
ara compassed like a ting) and partly of skin, which tie the gristles together/ 
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XXX. 

^be second's drith and hardness somewhat less, 
But smooth and pliable, made for extepding, 
Fills up the distant circle's emptiness ; 
All in one body Jointly comprehending : 
The * last most soft, which wher6 the circle's scanted^ 
Not fully met, supplies what they^have wanted ; 
Hot hurting under parti^, which next t^ this are planted. ^ 

XXXI. 
Upon the top thwe stands the pipe's safe f covering. 

Made for the Yoice's better modulation : 
Above it fourteen careful warders hov'ring, 
Which shut and open it at all occasion : 
The cover in four parts itself dividing. 
Of substance hard, fit for the voice's guiding : 
One still unmov'd (in Tfaelu double oft) residing. 

XXXII. 
Close X hy this pipe, runs that great channel down^ 
Which from high Cephal's mount, twice every day 
Brings to Koilia due provision : 

Straight at whose § mouth a flood-geite stops the way. 
Made like an ivy leaf, broad, angle fashion ; 
Of matter hard, fitting his operation, ' 
vFor swallowing soon to fall, and rise for inspiration. 

* And because the^ngs of the gristles do not wholly meet» this space ia 
jnade up by muscles, that so the meat-pipe adjoioiiigy might not be galled 
er hurt. 

f The Larypx> or covering of the wind-pipe> is a gristly substance, parted 
into four gristles ; of which the first is ever unmoved, and io women often 
double. 

X Adjoining to it, is the Oesophagus or meat-pipe, conveying meats and 
drinks to the stomach. 

§ At whose end is the £piglottis or cover of the throat ; the principal instru- 
ment of tuning, and changing the voice; oud therefore gristly, that it might 
fooner fall ^hen we 9wa|Iow, and rise when we bteatbe* ' 
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xxxni. 

But see, the smoke mountiiig in village nigh. 

With folded wreaths, steals through the quiet air ; 
And mixM with dusky shades, in eastern sky, 
Begins the night, and warns us home repair : 
Bright Vesper now hath changed his name and place. 
And twinkles in the Heav'n with doubtful face : 
Home then, my full fed lambs ; the night comes, hom# 
apace." 
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CANTO V. 



I. 

JSY this the old Night's head (grown hoary gray) 

Foretold that her approaching end was near ; 
And gladsome birth of young succeeding Day, 
Lent a new glory to our hemisphere ,: 
The early awains salute the infant ray. 
Then drove the dams to feed, the lambs to play : 
And ThirsU with nighf s death, reyives his morning lay. 

IL 
^^ The highest region in this little Isle, 

Is both the Island's, and Creator's glory : 
Ah ! then, my lowly muse, and rugged style, 
How durst thou jpencil out this wondrous story i 
Oh Thou ! who mad'st this goodly regiment 
So heav'nly fair,, of basest element, 
Make this inglorious verse, thy glory's instrument. 

III. 
So shall my flagging Muse to Heav'n aspire, 

Where with thyself, thy fellow-shepherd sits ; 
And warm her pinions at that heav'nly fire : 
But, ah ! such height no earthly shepherd fits : 

Content we here, low in this humble vale^ 
* On slender reeds to sing a slender tale. 
A little boat will need as little sail and gale« 

The third precinct, the best and chief of all^ 
Though least in compass and of narrow space, 

Was therefore fram'd, like Heav'n, spherical. 
Of largest figure and of loveliest grace : 
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Though shapM at first the *least of all the three ; 
Yet highest set in place^ as in degree ; 
And over all the rest hore rule and sovereignty. 

V. 
So of three parts^ fair Europe is the least, 

In which this earthly ball was first divided ; 
Yet stronger far^ and nobler than the rest. 
Where victory and learned arts resided; 
Aiid, by the Greek and Roman monarchy, 
Srway'd both the rest ; now press'd by slavery 
Of Moscow, and the big-swoU'n Turkish tyranny. 

VI. 
Merc all the f senses dwell, and blithe arts : " 
Here learned Muses by their silver spring : 
The J city severed in two divers parts, 
Within the walls, and suburbs neighbouring ; 

The suburbs girt but with the common fence, 
* Founded with wondrous skill and great expenee ; 
And therefore beauty here, keeps her chief residence. 

VII. 
And sure for ornament and buildings rare. 

Lovely aspect and ravishing delight, 
Kot all the Isle or world, with this can pair ', 
But in the Thelu is the fairest sight : 
These- sttburbs many call the Island^s face; 
Whose charming beauty and bewitching gracey 
Oft times the ^Prince himself inthralls in fetters base. 

* The head of thest three regions ia the least, but noblest in frame an^ 
office, most like to heaven, being highest in this Tittle vorld, as also, in figure^ 
being round. 

f The brain is the seat of the mind and seqsest 

% The head is divided into the city and sobuvbg -, the bcaoii within tliewall 
of the scoU, and the face-without* 

§ The modi 
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VIII. 
-For as this Isib is a short summary 

Of all that in this all is wide dispread; 
So iV Island's face is th' Isle's epitome. 

Where e'en the|irince's thoughts are often read : 
For when that All had finish'd every kind. 
And all his works would in less yolume bincl# 
Fair on the face he wrote the index of the mind. 

IX. 
Fair are the suburbs ; yet to clearer sights 

The city's self '4 more fair and excellent : 
A thick-grown wood, not pieorc'd with any light;^ 
Yields it defence, but greater ornament : 
The divers colour'd trees and fresh array 
Muc h ^ace the iofin, but most the Thelii gay i 
Yet all in winter turn to snow, and sooa decay. 

. • ^- 

Like to some stately work> whosaquaint devices 
. And glitt'ring turrets with brave cunning dight^ ' 
The gazer's eye still more and more entices. 
Of th' inner rooms to get a fuller sight ; 

Whose beauty much more wins his ravish'd hear^ 
That now he only thinks the outw&rd part 
To be a worthy cov'ring of so fair an art. 

XI. 
Four several * walls, beside the common guard. 

For more defence the city round embrace : 
The first thick, soft ; the second dry and hard ; 
As when soft earth before hard stone we place : 

o Beside Uie common timiclcM of the body, the brain is covered, 6rst, witfi 
the bone of the scull ; secondly, with the pericnu4um^ or skin, coveriog the 
b^olliandtlMrdlr, with two ifiward skins. 
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The second all the city round encases. 
And, like a rock, Tirith thicker sides emhracbs ; 
For here the prince, his court, and standing pdlace placet. 

XII. 
The other* two, of matter thin and light ; 

And yet the first much harder than the other ; 
Both cherish all the city : therefor^ nght, 
They call that hard, and this the tender mother. 
The ffirst with diyers crooks and turnings wries. 
Cutting the town in four quatemities : ' 

But both join to resist invading enemies. 

XIII. 

Next these, the buildings yield themselves to sight ; 

The outwafd, soft and pale, like ashes look ; 
The inward parts more hard, and -curdy white : 
Their matter both, frcmi th^ Isle's first matter took ; 
Nor cold, nor hot : heats, needful sleep infest, 
Cold numbs the woriunen ; middle temper's best; 
When kindly warmth speeds wcNrk, and cool gives timely restr 

XIV. 
Within the §ce|itre (as a market-place) 

Two caverns stand, made like a Moon half spent ; 
Of special use, for in their hollow spaee 
' All odours to their judge themselves present : 
Here first are born the spirits animal. 
Whose matter, almost immaterial, 
Resembles heaven's matter quintessential. 

^These two are called the hard and tender mother : (dura et pia neater). 

f The whole substance of the brain U divided into four parts by divexi' 
folds of the inward skin. 

X The outside of the brain is softer* and of an ashy colour ; the inward part 
white and harder. 

§ Almost in the middle of the brain* are two hollow places, like half moofis, 
of mueh use for preparing the spirits* reoeivisg odours* &c. 
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KV. 

Hard by, a *buiidred nimMe woifanea staod. 

These noble spirits rendSy preparing ; 
Laboring to make Hiem iSmt, and fit to ttand. 
With nerer ended work and sleepleito earing ; 
Hereby two little UUoeks jointly rise, 
Where sit two judges dad in seemly gmse. 
That cite dl odours here, as to their jnst assize* 

XV!. 
Next these a fwaH, bnilt all of siapphu^, sfaittmg 

As fair, more precious ; hence it takes its name ; 
By which the tthird care lies, his sides combining 
To tte other two, and from them bath hisframe^ 
(A meeting of fliose former cavities) ; 
Vaulted by three fair arches safe it :]:lies. 
And no oppression lears, cm' fedling tjrrasmies. 

XVII. 
By this II third cave, the humid city drains 

Base noisome streanis, the milky streets annoying ; ' 
And through a wide mouthM tunnel duly strains, 
Unto a bibbing substance down convoying; 
Which- these foul 'dropping humovrs largely 9wils, 
Till all his swelling sponge he greedy fiHs, 
And then through o<her mkfl, by little^ soft distils. V 

* Here is a knot of veins and arteries weaved together ; by which the animtl 
tpirita are eoscocted, thin»ed> and idted for ienrio* : and dpM hf, are two 
little buochesy liketeats> the inttmments of smelling. 

f Next is thaUSqptuQ Lncidum, or bright wall, severing thefeiM>Uow cavejEpi* 

X The third cavity is nothing else but a meeting of the two former. 

§ It lies under Corpu'B Cameratum, or the chamber substance, which with 
three arches, bears .up the whole weight of the brain. 

^ By the hird cavity are two passages, and at the end of Uie first is the 
(iofundibuknn) or tunnel, under whidi it the (glans pituiUria) ot rheum kar* 
ncl, as a sponge sucking the rheum, and distilling it into the palata, 

I 
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XVIIL 

Between ^this and the fourth cave lies a vale, 

(The fourth ; the first in worth, in raltik the last) 
Where two round hills shut in this pleasing^'dale. 
Through which the spirits thither safe are past ; 
Those here refined, their full perfection have. 
And therefore close^by this ffourth wondrous c^f^^. 
Rises that silver well, scattering his milky wave. 

XIX. 
Not that bright spring, where fair Hermaphrodite 

Grew into one with wanton Salmacis ; 
Nor that where Biblis dropt, too fondly light. 
Her tears and self; may dare compare with this^ 
Which ]:here beginning, down a lake descends. 
Whose rocky channel these fair streams defends. 
Till it the precious wave through all the Isle dispends.^ 

XX. 
Many fair y rivers take their heads from either, 
(Both from the lake, and from the milky well) 
Which still in loving channels run together. 
Each to his mate, a neighbour parallel : 
Thus widely spread with friendly combination. 
They fling about their wondrous operation, 
4bd give to every part both motion and sensation. 

# The ather pa^^ag^ reaches to the fourth cavity, which jrields a safe way 
for the spirits. 

f The fburth cavity is most aoble« where all the ^irits are perfected. 

% The pith, or marrow, springing in the brain, flows down through the 
^ack bone. 

y All the nerves imparting all sense and motion to the whole body,' have- 
th«ir rout, partly from the brain^ and partly from the back bone. 
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XXI. 

^his ♦silver lake, first from th* head-city springing. 

To that bright fount four little channels sends ; 
Through which it thither plenteous water bringing, 
Straight all again to every place dispends : 
Such is th' head-city, such the princess hall ; 
Such, and much more, which strangely liberal. 
Though sense it never had, yet gives alt sense to all. 

XXII. 
Of other stuff the suburbs have their framing ; 

May seem soft marble, spotted red and white : 
'First fstands an arch, pale Cyntliia'slforightness shaming) 
The city's fore front, cast in silver bright : 
At whose proud base, are built two watching tow'rs, 
Whence hate and love skirmish with equal powers, 
Whien smiling gladness^shines, and sullen sorrow show'rs. 

XXIIL 
Here Jsits retired the silent reverence ; 

Alid when the prince incensM with anger^s fire. 
Thunders aloud, he darts his lightening hence : 
Here dusky reddish clouds foretel his ire : 
Of nothing can this Isle more boast aright : 
A twin-born sun^ a double seeing light ; 
With much delight they vee, are seen with much deUgfat, 

XXIV. 
That §Thracian shepherd calPd them nature*s glass ; 

Yet than a glass, in this much worthier being : 
Blind glasses represent somis near set fa9(?. 
But this a living glass, both seen and seeing : 

* The pith of the back bone, springing from the brain, whence, by four 
passages, it is conreyed into the bacjc. 

-|- The first part of the face is the forehead, at whose base are the eyes. 
^ The eyes are the index of the imi»d, discoTcring trery atSeetien. 
§ Orphens* 
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like *Hcav'n i^ moviBg, like in heav'nly firing ; 
Sweet heat and light, no burning flame inspiring : 
Yet, ah ! too oft we find^ they scorch with hot desiring. 

XXV. 
They mounted high, sit on a lofty hill ; 

(For they the prince's best intelligence ! 
And quickly warn of future good or ill) 
Here stands the palace of the noblest sense : 
Here fVisus keeps, whose court than crystal smoother, 
And clearer seems ; he, though a younger brother. 
Yet far more noble is, far fairer thmi the other. 

XXVI. 
Six i^bands are set to stir the moving tow^r : 

The first the proud band callM, that lifts it higher ; 
The next the humble band, that moves it lower ; 
The bibbing third,, draws it together nigher ; 
The fourth disdainful, oft away is moving : 
The other two, helping the compass roving, 
Are called the ohrcling trains and wanton bands of loving. 

XXVII. 
Above, §two compass groves (lovers bended bows) 

Which fence the towVs from floods of higher place ; 
Before, a ||wall, deluding rushing foes, 
That shuts and opens in a moment's space : 
The low part fixM, the higher quick descending ; 
Upon whose tops, spear-men their pikes intending. 
Watch thereboth night and day, tlie castie's port defending. 

• Plataaffirmedy they were lighted up irith heavenly fire, not l^ttrtiiti^, bnt 
•faioing. 
•^ Vifusy «r the sight, is the noblest of all the senses. , 

X These are six muscles moving the eye, thus termed by anatomists. > 
$ Above are fhe eye-brows, keeping off the sweat. 
I The eye^lids Sfsrve tok^ep off dustj| flies, &Cf . 
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XXVIII. 

Three^ divers lakes within these bulwarks Ke, 

The noblest parts^ and instraments of sight: 
The first, receiving forms of bo4ies nigh. 

Conveys them to the next, and breaks the light, 
Daunting his rash and forcible invasion ; 
And with a clear and wbitii^h inundation, 
Restrains the nimble spirits from their too quick evasion. 

XXIX. 
In midst of both is plac'd the crystalf pond ; 

Whose living water thick, and brightly shining 
Like sapphires or the sparkling diamond, 

His inward beams with outward light combining, 
Altering itself to every shape^s aspect ; 
The divers forms doth further still direct, 
Till by the nimble post theyVe brought to th' intelleet. 

. XXX. 
The {third, like molten glassy all clear and white. 

Both round embrace the noble crystalline. 
Six ^inward walls fence in this towV of sight: 
The first, most thick, doth all the frapae enshrine, 
And girts the castle with a close Imbrace, 
Save in the midst, is Uft a circlets space, 
Where light and huiidred shapes, flock out and. in apaee. 

IPLXI. 
The y second not so massy as the other. 

Yet thicker than the rest, and tougher fram'd, 

* There are three humours in the eye : the first the watery, bicaking.the 
^00 vehement Tight, and slopping the spirits from going out too fast. 

f The second is the crystalline, and is the chief instrument of sight. 

j: The third, from its likeness, is called the glassy humour. 

§ There are six tunicles belonging to the eye, the first called the conjunc* 
five, solid, thick, compassing the whole eye, except the black \vindow. 

11 The second is cornea or horny tunicle, transparent, and mtide of the 
bard mother. 
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Takes his beginning from that harder mother ; 
The outward part like horn, and.thence is namM^ 
Through whose translucent sides much light W bomt 
Into the tow'r, and much kept out by th' horn ; 
Makes it a pleasant light, much like the'ruddy mom. 

XXXH. 
The ^third of Softer mould, is like a grape, 

Which all entwines with his encircling side : 
In midst, a window lets in every shape ; 

Which with a thought is narrow made, or wide ; 
His inmost side more black than stsurless night ; 
But outward part (how like an hypocrite !) 
As painted Iris looks, with various colours dight. 

XXXIII. 
The tfourth of finest work, more slight and thin, 

Than, or Arachne (which in silken twine 
With Pallas strove) or Pallas' self cvuld spin : 
This round enwraps the fountain crystalline' 
The itnext is made out of that milky spring. 
That from the Cephal mount his waves doth fling, 
Like to a curious net his substance scattering. 

' XXXIV. 
His substance as the head spring perf(^ct white ; 

Here thousand nimble spies are round dispread : 
The forms caught in this net, are brought to sight, 
, And to his eyes are lively pourtrayed. 

* The third is Uvea, or grapy, toadc of the tender mother, thin, ^nd perr 
rious. by a small round window ; is diversly cojlourcd without, but exceedinif 
black within. 
E f The fourth is thinner than any cobweb, compassing the crystalline humour. 

J The fifth, reticularis, is a nctty tunicle, framed of the substance of the 
Vrain. 
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The ^lastthe glassy wall (that round encasing 
The moat of glass, is namM from that enlacing) ^ 
The white and glassy wells, parts with his^stricVembracing. 

XXXV. 
Thus then is fram'd the noble Visus' bow^r ; 

Th' outward light by the first wall's circle sending 
His beams and hundred fcurms into the tow^r, 

The wall of horn, and that black gate transo^nding, 
Is lightened by the brightest crystalline, 
And fully view'd in that white netty shine. 
From thence with ^peedy haste is posted to the mind. 

XXXVI. 
'Much as a one-eyed room, hung all with night. 

Only that side, which advei'se to his eye 
Giyes but one narrow'passageto the light, 
Is spread with some white shining tapestry, 
An hundred shapes that through flit airs stray. 
Rush boldly in, crowding that narrow way ; 
And on that bright facM wall obscurely dancing play. 

xxxvn. 

Two tpair of rivers from the head-spring flow. 

To these two tow'rs, the first in their mid-rac6 
•(The spies conveying) twisted jointly go, 
S^trength'ning each other with a firm embrace. 

The X other pair, these walking tow'rs are moving ; 
At first but one, then in two channels roving : 
And therefore both agree in standing or removing. 

^ The sixth is called the glassy tunicle, clasping in the glassy humour. 

f The eye hath two nerves, the optic or seeing nerve, and the moving one ; 
the optic separate in their root, in the midst of their piogress meet, and 
atrengthen one another. 

} The moving, rising from the same st«m, are att length severed ', tb«refwre 
dt one mores^ so morei the other. 
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XXXVIII. 

Auditus*, seeond of the Peatarchyf, 

Is next, not all so noble as bis brother ; 
Yet of more need and more eommodity ^ 
His seat is placed somewhat below the other : 
On eadt side of the mount's a double ea^e ; 
Both which a goodly portal doth csmbrave, 
And winding ^itrance, like Mssander's erring wave. 

XXXIX. 
The t portal bard and dry, all hutig aroond 

Witii silken, thin, carnation tapestry; 
Whose open gate drags in eacAt Toice and sounds 
That through the jshaken air passes by : 
The entrance winding, lest sense violence 
Might fright the judge with sadden influence, 
Or some unwelcome guest, might vex the busy s^ise* 

XL. 

This § cave's first part, firamM with a steep asbent^ 

For in four parts 'tis fitly severed) 
Makes th' entrance hard, but easy the descent : 

Wfierci stands a braced drum, whose sounding head 
(Obliquely plac'd) struck by the circling air, 
Gives instant warning of each sound's repair, 
Which soon is thence convey'd unto the judgment dsait'^ 

XLI. 
T4ie II drum is made of substance hard and thin : 
Which if some falling moisture chimce to wet, 

^ Heariog is the second sense, less noble than the si^bt^ but more aeejfiA. 

f The five senses. 

I The outward ear is of a gristly matter, covered with the common tunicl^ • 
framed of many crooks, lest the air should enter too forcibly.' 

§ The inward ear consists of four passages, 'the first is steep, leit any 
things should yentei in. 

I) If the druiti be wet with the failing of the rheum, we ate hard of heariBg* 
if it grow thick, we become irrecoverably deaf. 
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The loudest sound is hardly heard within : , . 

But if it once grow thick, with stubborn let,. 
It bars all passage to the inner room ; 
No sounding voice unto his seat may come : 
The lazy sense stiU sleeps, uhsummon'd with his drum. 

XLII. 
This *drum divides the first and second part, 
In which three hearing instruments reside ; 
Three instrungients compact by wondrous art, 
With.slender string knit to the drum's inside '^ 
Their native temper being hard and dry, 
Fitting the sound with their firm quality. 
Continue stiU the same in' age and infancy. 

XLIII. 
The first an t hammer call'd, whose out-growH sides 

Lie on the drum ; but with his swelling end 
Fix'd in the hollow stithe, there fast abides ; 

The stithe's short foot, doth on the drum depend. 
His longer in the stirrup surdiy plac'd ; 
The stirrup's sharp side by the stithe en\brac'd ; 
But his broad base tied to a little window fast. 

XLIV. 
Two X little windon^s ever open lie, 

The sound unto the cave's third part conveying ; 

* The drum parteth the first and second passage. To it are joined three fittie 
bones, the iostruments of hearing ; which never grow, or decrease, in child . 
hood or age : they are all in the second passage. 

' f The hammer, stithe (or anvil), and stirmp, all take their names from 
their likeness ; and are all tied to the dmm by a small string* 

X ThesjB are two small passages, admittii^ the lOundt into the head, aa4 
cleansing the air. 

K 



And slender pipe, Whoiie itct^oi'^ cairityi 
Doth purge th« itibom air, thtfl idle st^yiti^. 
Would else coHrupt, and stUf siapplies the spendilijf :^ 
The C3)i^'^ third part ih twmty by-ways bettdihg*^ 

Is ddlM tfi^ kbytihth, in hundred cnxricd asceiMfin^. 

Such Trhilpme ttto thtLt i$ye-ttec^'Tihg iVamier, 

Which erafly IWfedal Wit* a tyunhlttg hand 

Built to empouhd the Cretan prinee^ shame s 

Such was VIM Wwdstoek cave, where Roi^aiDMd, 
Fair Rosombnd, fl^d jealous Etlenore ; 
Whom late a Shepherd taught to weep so sbire, 
That woods and iiaM^t msk^, her harder fate deplore. 

XLVI. 
The thfrd part; #lihllte nariioW rodky straits 

Perfects th6 %^uhd|, aY^d gires tiic^ sharp adei^ting; 
Then sends it to the *fetirth ; %here ready waite 
A nimWe post, ^ho tie'er Ms haste relenting, 
Makes to flie judgm^t-^^t With i^eedy flf^t ; 
There the 'gust judge attending day and night. 
Receives the entVin^ sounds, and dooms each voice arighf. 

XLVlt. 
As when a stone troubling the quiet waters. 
Prints hi the angry stream a wriifkle round, 
Which soon another and another scatters. 
Till all the lake with circles now is crownM : 
All so the air, struck with some violence nigh. 
Begets a world of circles in the sky ; 
All which iitfleoted move with sounding quality. 

* The Itai yU^z^ is called tlte CdcUea, ttaail^ tn periwhskle, where the 
ncives of hearing plaioly appear. 



XLVIII. 

These at Aii<Kttt8' palace aoon amiiv^f 

Enter the gate, aad strike the warning dr«m : 
To those, three instrHiiieiits fit motion g^ingy 

Which every voice discern : then tibat t^iird room 
Sharpens each sound, and ^uick conveys it thenoe ; 
Till by the flying post 'tis huiryM h^M^e, 
And in an iastaat brought unto the judging sei^se. 

XLIX. 
This sense is made the Blaster of reqii^sta 

Prefers petitions to the prii^e^s ear : 
Admits what best be Ukes^ A}d^ e^ t^e ift^% ; 
And sometimes cawQt> s^fuptm^^ ^viU n^ ho^F * 
Oftimea be leti^ In ^ng»-«Mrriiig Ue^, 
Oft n^lt^ *^ pri»ci8 wit^ oily a^ii^i^ 
111 mougbt be tharjiye, th^t l^Tes \^ p»#»*w^^ m^jxm I 

L- 
'Twixt Visus' Rouble coi^rt ^^ towier 8^i|4?| 

Plac'd in the suburbs' centre ; ^hose biglj toff^ 
And lofty raised pdge the rest commands • 
Low at his feet $l double door i^tamd^ ope, 
Admittipg passage to the air's a^eudipg ; 
And divert odours to the city sending, 
Revives tbe IMwy town, b^ lib'ral ?wee^ <ai8p«»4iDg;- 

U. 
This vaulted tow'r's half b^ilt of mas^y stq^e, 

The other half of stuff le^s b^rd ^d dry. 
Fit for disten^ipig, or concession : 

The outward wall may iieem all p^phyry. 
Olfactus * dwells withi^ this Ipfty fort ; 
But in the city is his chief resort, 
Where 'twixt two little bilte he keeps Ips judging ijonrt 

« The tense of uxaMug- 
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LII. • 

By two great caves are fix'd these * little Ihills, 

Most like the nipples of a virgin^s breast ; 
By which the air that th^ hollow tower fills, 
Into the city passeth : with the rest 

The odours pressing in, are here all stayM ; 
Till by the sense impartially weigh' d, 
Unto the cammon judge they are with speed conveyM. 

LIII. 
At each side of that towV, stands two ffair plains, 

More fair than that in which rich Thessaly 
Was once frequented by the Muse's trains : 
Here ever sits sweet blushing modesty : 

Here in two colours beauty shining bright, 
Dressing her white with red, her red with white, 
With pleasing chain enthrals, and binds loose wand'ring'sight. 

LIV. 
Below a cave, roof 'd with a heav'n-like plaster, 

And under strew'd with purple tapestry. 
Where jGustus dwells, the Isle's and prince'^s taster, 
Koilia's steward, one of the Pentarchy ; 
Whom § Tactus (some affirm) got of his mother ? 
For by their nearest likeness one to th' other, 
Tactus may eas'ly seem his father, and bis brother. 

LV. 
Tactus the last, but yet the eldest brother ; 

(Whose office meanest, yet of all the race 
The first and last, more needful than the other) 
Hath his abode in none, yet every place : » 

t These are those two little paps or teats spoken of in the xvth stanza of 
this canto. 
t Thecheektf. 

J GustuSy or the taste, is in the ps(\»ie> 
$ Tactus, the sense of feelin^^. 
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I 

Through all the Isle distended is his dwelfing ; 
He rules the streams that from the Cephal swelling, 
Hun all aldhg the Isle, both sen^e and motion deaUng. 

LVI. 
With Gustus, Lirigha* dwells, his prattling wife. 

Endow' d with strange and adverse qualities: 
The nurse of hate and love, of peace and strife ; 
Mother of fairest truth, and foulest lies. 
Or best, or worst ; no mean : made all of fire, 
Which sometimes Hell, and sometimes Heav'n inspke. 
By whom truth's self oft speaks, oft that first murd'ring Uar, 

LVII, 
The idle Sun stood still at her command, 

Breathing his fiery steeds in Gibeon : 
And pale-fac'd Cynthia at herivord made stand. 
Resting her coach in vales of Ajalon. 

Her voice oft open breaks the stubborn skies, 
And holds th' Almighty's hands with suppliant cries: 
Her voice tears open Hell with horrid blasphemies, 

LVIIL 
Therefore that great Creator, well foreseeing 

To what a monster she would soon be changing, 
(Though lovely once, perfect and glorious being) 
Curb'd her with iron f bit, and held from ranging ; 
And with strong bonds her looser steps enchainiB^, 
Bridling her course, too many words refraining. 
And doubled all his guards, bold liberty restraining- 

LIX. 
For close within he sets twice sixteen guardcrs J, 
Whose harden'd temper could not soon be movM: 

* The tongue. f The tongue is held with a ligament called the hndttl 

I It is guarded by the teeth and lips, both which bclp and sveeten t]» 
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Withoiit 4he gate he j^aoM two other W9ximh 
To shut aod ope the door, a« it behov'il : 
But such strange force hath her euphantiug art^ 
That she hath made her (ceepers of her part, 
And they to all her dights all furtberaw^ mpavt. 

LX. 
Thus (with their he^) by her the sacked Muses 

Refresh the prisce, duU'd with muob huiwtss ; 
By her the prince, u&to his Priuoo oft iises, 
la heavenly throue, from 0eU to tad aoooss. 
6he HeaVu to Earth in music oftep brings, . 
And Earth to Heav'n : — but oh, how sweet she sings. 
When in rich Grace's key, she tunes poor KFatureHi strings. 

Thus Orpheus won his lost Euridice ; 

Whom some deaf snake, that could ao n^usic hear. 
Or some bHnd newt, that could no beauty see, 
Thinking to kiss, killM with his forked spear : 
He, when his plaints on earth were vainly spent, 
Down to Avernus' river boldly went. 
And charm'd tiie meagre ghosts with mo^mful btandishment* 

LXII. 
There what Us motiier, fair Calliope, 

From Phoebus' harp and Muses spring had brought him; 
What diarpesi grief for his £uri£ee. 
And love, redeubling grief, had newly taught hips. 
He lavished out, and with bis potent spell 
Bent all the rig'rous pow'rs of stubborn Hell : 
He first brought pity down with rig^A ghosts to dwells 

Th' aaaaed sbades casie ioekJug round about, 
Wor car*d they nq.w to pass the SMygiau ford : 
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All Hell came running fhefe (a hideous rout) 
And droppM a silent iear fot ev*ry word : 
The aged ferryman shcnrM dut his boat ; 
But that trftbout his help did thither float, 
And having ta*en him in^ oame dancing on the mo«t% 

LXIV. 
The hungry Tanf^l might have fillM him now ; 

And with large draughts swillM in the standing pool 4 
The fruit hung listening on the WondVing foough. 
Forgetting Hell's command ; but he (ah, fool !) 
Forgot his starred taste, his ears to fifl : 
Ixion^s taming wheel at length stood still ; 
But he was rapt as much with powerful music's ^kilk 

LXV. 
TirM Sisyphus sat on his Iresting stone, 

And hop'd at length his labour done for ever : 
The vulture feeding on Ms pleasing moan^ 
Glutted with music, scoruM grown Tityus* livw. 
The Furies flung their snaky whips away, 
And melt in tears, at his enchanting lay; 
No waiUngs now were heard : all Hell kept hoUday^ 

LXVI. 
That treble dog, whose voice ne'er quiet fears 

All that in endless night'n sad kingdom dwell ; 
(Stood pricking up his thrice two listening ears, 
With greedy joy drinking the sacred spell ; 
And softly whining pitied much his wrongs ; 
And now first silent at those dainty songs. 
Oft wish'd himself more ears, and fewer mouths and tongues 

LXVII. 
At length returuM with his Euridice ; 
But with this law, never to turn his eyes , 



72 THE PURPLE ISLAN0- 

Till he was past the bounds of Tartary ; 
Alas ! who gives love laws in miseries ? 

Love is love's law ; love hut to love is tied) . . 
Now when the dawn of the next day he spied, 
Ah, wretch : — Euridice he saw, — and lost, — and died. 

LXVIII. 
All so, who strives from grave of hellish night, 

To bring his dead soul to the joyful sky ; 
If when he comes in view of heav'nly light, 
He turns again to Hell his yielding eye^ 
And longs to see what he had left ; his sore 
Grows despVate, deeper, deadlier than afore : 
His helps and hopes much less, his crime and judgment more* 

LXIX. 
But why do I enlarge my tedious song. 

And tire my flagging Muse with weary flight ? 
Ah ! much I fear, I hold you much too long. 
The outward parts be plain to every sight : 
But to describe the people of this Isle, 
And that great* prince, these reeds are all too vile. 
Some higher verse may fit, and some more lofty style. 

LXX. 
See Phlegon drenched in the liquid main. 

Allays his thirst, and cools his flaming car ; 
Vesper fair Cynthia ushers, and her train : 
See, th' apish Earth hath lighted many a star^ 
Sparkling in dewy globes : — all home invite : 
Home then my flocks, home sliepherd'^, home,'tis night : 
;]^Iy song with day is done ; my Muse is set with K^t." 

LXXI. 
By this the gentle boys had framed well 
A myrtle garland raixM with conq'riBg bay, 
• The intellect. 
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From whose fit march issued a pleasing smile. 
And all enamellM it with roses gay ; 
With which they crown'd their honour'd Thirsil^s head]; 
Ah ! blessed shepherd 9wain ! ah happy meed! 
While all his fellows chant on slender pipes of reed. 
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CANtO IV. (,- ' 

THE fioui's had! now unlockM the gate of day^ 
When fair Aurora leaves her frosty bed, 
Hasting with youthful Cephalus to play^ 
Unmask'd her face and rosy beauties spread : 
Tithonus' silver age was much despis'd. 
Ah ! who in love that cruel law devisM, 
That old love's little worth, and new too highly pris^^dy 

II. 
The gentle shepherds on a hUlock placM, 

(Whose shady head a beechy garland crownM) 
ViewM all their flocks that on the pastures grazM : 
Then down they sit, while Thenot 'gan the rounds 
Thenot ! was never fairer boy among 
The gentle lads, that to the Muses throng 
By Camus*' yellow streams, learn tune their pipe and^song^ 

III. 
<^ See, Thirsil, see the shepherd's expectation ; 

Why then, ah ! why sitt'st thou so silent there ^ 
We long to know that Island's happy nation ; 
Oh, do not leave thy Isle unpeopled here. 
Tell us who brought, and whence these colonies ; 
Who is their king, what foes, and what allies ; 
What laws maintain their peace ; what wars, and victories P 

IV. 
*' Thenot, my dear ! that simple fisher-swain, 

Whosei little boat in some small river strays ; 
Yet fondly launches in the swelling main. 
Soon, yettooJate^ repents his foolish plays : 
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How dare I then forsake my well*set bounds. 
Whose new-cut pipe as yet but harshly sounds ; 
A narrow compass best my ungrown Muse empounds. 

V. 
Two shepherds most I love, with just adormg, 

That Mantuan swain, who chang'd his slender reed^ 
To trumpef s martial voice, and war's loud roaring, 
From Corydon to Turnus' daring deed ; 
And next o.ur home-bred Colin, sweetest firing : 
Their steps not following close, but far admiring ;. 
To lackey one of these, is all my pride's aspiring. 

VI. 
Then you my peers, whose quiet expectation 

Seemeth my backward tale would fain invite ; 
Deign gently hear this Purple Island's nation, 
A people never seen, yet still in sight ; 

Our daily guests and natives, yet unknovm ; 
Our servants bom, but now commanders grown j 
Our friends, and enemies ; aliens, yet still our own» 

VII. 
Not like those heroes, who in better times 

This happy Island first inhabited 
In joy and peace ; — when no rebellious crimes, 
That godlike nation yet dispeopled : 

Those claim'd their birth from that eternal Light 
Held th' Isle, and ruPd it in their Father's right ; 
And in their faces shoQe their parent's image bright. 

VIII. 
For when this Isle that main would fond forsake, 

In which at first it found a happy place, 
And deep was plung'd in that dead hellish lake ; 
Back to their father fled this heav'nly race, 
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And left the Isle forlorn and desolate ; 
That now with fear, and wishes all too late, 
Sought in that blackest wave to hide his blacker fate. 

IX. 
How shall a worm, on dust that crawls and feeds, 

Climb to th' empyreal court, where these states reign. 
And there take view of what Heav'n^s self exceeds ? 
The sun-less stars, these lights the Sun distain : 
Their beams divine, and beauties do excel 
What here on Earth, in air, or Heav'n do dwell : 
Such never eye yet saw, such never tongue can tell. 

X. 
Soon as these saints the treach'rous Isle forsook, 

RushM in a false, foul, fiend-like company, 
And every fort, and every castle took, 
All to this rabble yield the sovereignty : 
The goodly temples which those heroes placM, 
By this foul rout were utterly defacM*, 
And all their fences strong, and all their bulwarks razM. 

XI. 
So where the neatest badger most abides ; 

Deep in the earth she frames her pretty cell, 
Which into halls and closulets divides : 

But when the crafty fox with loathsome smell 
Infects her pleasant cave, the cleanly beast 
So hates her inmate and rank smelling guest. 
That far away she flies, and leaves her loathed nest. 

XII. 
But when those graces (at their Father's throne) 

In Heav'n's high court to justice had complainM, 
How they were wrong' d, and forced from their own, 
And what foul people in their dwellings reign'd j 
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How th' Earth much wjixMin ill, much wan'd in good ; 
So full-ripe vice ; how blasted virtue's bud : 
Begging such vicious weeds might sink in vengeful flood : 

XIII. 
Forth stepped the/ just * Dicsea, full of rage ; 

(The first born daughter of th' Almighty King) 
Ah, sacred maid ! thy kindled ire asswage ; 
Who dare abide thy dreadful thundering ? 

Soon as her voice, but ' Father' only, spake. 
The faultless Heav'ns, like leaves in autumn, shake ; 
And all that glorious throng with horrid palsies quake ! 

XIV. 
Heard you not t late, with what loud trumpets' sound', 
Her breath awak'd her Father's sleeping ire ? ^ 
The heav'nly armies flam'd, Earth shook, Heav'n frown'd, 
And Heav'ns dread king call'd for his forked fire ! 

Hark ! how the pow'rful words strike through the ear; 
The frighteh'd sense shoots up the staring hair. 
And shakes the trembling soul with fright and shudd'ring 
fear. 

XV. 
So have I seen the earth, strong winds detaining 

In prison close ; they scorning to be under 
Her dull subjection, and her pow'r disdaining, 

With horrid strugglings tear their bonds in sunder. - 
Meanwhile the wounded earth, that forc'd their stay, 
With terrour reels, the hills run far away ; 
And frighted world, fears Hell, breaks out upon the day. 

♦ According to heathen mythology, the daughter of Jupiter, the maiden 
'goddess of justice and judgment. 

f See the poem called Christ's Victory, &c. part I. stanza 1^. 
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XVI. 

But see^ how Hmxi her sister and her 8ire> 
Soft hearted Mercy sweetly interposing, 
Settles her panting breast against his fire. 
Pleading for grace, and chains of death unloosing : 
Hark ! from her lips the melting honey flows ; 
The striking thunderer recalls his blows ; 
And every armed soldier down his weapon throws. 

XVII. 
So when the day, wrappM in a cloudy nighty 

Puts out the Sun ; anon the rattling hail 
On Earth pours down his shot with fell despite : 
Which being spent, the Sun puts off his vail. 
And fair his flaming beauties now unsteeps ; 
The ploughman from his bushes gladly peeps I 
And hidden traveller, out of his covert creeps. 

XVIII. 
Ah, fairest maid ! best essence of thy Father, 

Equal unto thy never equaird sire ; 
How in low verse shall thy poor shepherd gather. 
What all the world can ne'er enough admire ? 
When thy sweet eyes sparkle in cheerful light. 
The brightest day grows pale as leaden night. 
And HeaVns bright burning eye loses his blind^ sight* 

XIX. 
Who then those sugared strains can understand. 

Which calm'd thy Father and our desperate fears ; 
And charmM the nimble lightening in his band, 
That unawares it dropt in melting tears ? 
Then thou dear ^swain, thy heav'nly load unfrattght$ 
For she herself hath thee her speeches taught. 
So near her Heav'n they be, so far from human thought. 
• ne ftQtbor of Ckrist'fl Victory, &€v 
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XX. 

But let my lighter skiff return agaia 

Unto that little Isle which late it leftp 
Nor dare to enter in that boundless main^ 
Or teU the nation from this Island reft ; 

But sin^Hliat civil strife and home dissension 
'Twixt two r*tTong factions with like fierce contentfoo^ 
Yfbere never pea(3e is heard, nor ever peace is mention. 

XXI. 
For that foul rout^ wbich from the Stygian brook, 

(Where first they dwelt in midst of death and night))' 
By force the lost, and empty Island todk ; 

Claim hence full conquest, and possession's right : 
But that fair band which Mercy sent anew. 
The ashes of that first heroic crew,*. 
From their forefathers claim their rights and Island's due. 

XXII. 
{n their fair looks their parents* grace appears. 

Yet their renowned sires^kere much more glorious ; 
For what decays not with decaying years ? 
All nighi^ and all the day, with toil laborious, 
(In loss and conquest angry) fresh they fight : 
Nor can the other cease or day or night, 
While th' Isle is doubly rent with endless war and fright. 

XXIII. 
^8 when the Britain and the Iberian fleet. 
With resolute and fearless expectation^ 
Qn trembling seas with equal fury meet, 

Vhe shore resounds with diverse acclamation ; 
Till now at length Spain's fiery Dons 'gin shrink : 
Down with their ships, hope, life, and courage sink : 
Courage, life, hope, and ships, the gaping surges drink. 
^ See th^ Tiitii, stanza of th)& canto* 
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XXIV. 

But who, ^alas ! shall teach my ruder breast 

The names and deeds of these heroic kings ; 
Or downy Muse, which now but left the nest, 
Mount from her bush to Heav*n with new bom wings ? 
Thou sacred maid ! which from fair Palestine, 
Through all the world hast spread thy brightest shine, 
Kindle thy shepherd swain, with thy light flaming -eyn. 

XXV. 
Sacred Thespio J which in Sinai's grove 

First took'st thy being and immortal breath. 
And vaunt'st thy offspring from the highest Jore, 
Yet deign'st to dwell with mortals here beneath. 
With vilest earth, and men more vile residing ; 
Come holy virgin, to my bosom gliding; 
With thy glad angel light my blind-fold footsteps guiding. 

XXVI. 
And thou, dread Spirit I which at first didst i^pread 

On those dark waters thy all-epening light ; 
Thou who of late (of thy great bounty led) 
This nest of hellish fogs, and Stygian night, 
With thy bright orient Sun hast fair renewed. 
And with unwonted day hast it enduM ; 
Which late, both day, and thee, and most itself eschewM# 

XXVII. 
Dread Spirit ! do thou those sev'ral bands unfold ; 

Both which thou senf st, a needful supplement 
To this lost Isle, and which with courage bold. 
Hourly assail thy rightful regiment ; 

And with strong hand oppress and keep them under. 
Raise now my humble vein to lofty thunder. 
That Heav'n and Earth may sound, resound thyj^raise with 
wonder. 



xxvnt. 

The Island's prince, of fraine ceiesttal) 

Is rightly caird th' all-seeing Intellect ; 
All glorious brighty Mich nothing is terrestrial i 

Whose 8un*like fkce, and most divine aspect^ ^ 

No holnaoi sight may eirer bc^e descry : ' 
For when himself on's self reflects Ids eycf^ 
Dull and amax'd he stands at so bright majesty* 

XXIX. 
. Look^-as the sun, whose ray and. senrdiing lij^t^ 

Here, there, and CTcry where itdelfdlsplays^ 
No nook or corner flies his piercing sight ; 
Yet on faimsdf when he reflects his rays, 

Soon back he flings the two bold yent'ring gleam^ 
Down to the Earth thcf flames all broken stream ; 
Such is this famous {urince, such bis unpierced beam* 

XXX. 
His strangest body is not bodily> 

But matter without matter ; never fiU'd, 
Nor filling ; though within his compass high, 
All Heav'n and Earths and all in both are held ; 
Yet thousand thousand Heavens he could contain^ 
And still as empty as at first remain i 
And when he takes in most, readiest to take agftin. 

XXXI. 
Though traTelling all places, changing Hone ^ 

Bid him soar up to Hea^n, and thence doWirthrowing 
l!he centre search, and Db' dark realm ; he's gone, 
Returns, arrrveAj before thou saw'st hijn going : 
And while his weary kingdom safdy sleeps 
All restless night he watch and warding keeps : 
Never his careful head on resting pillow sleeps. 

M 
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In eVry qaarter of 0110 ble00«d Me 
. Himsetf both present is^ ittApraddrat; 
Nor once re^ipi («k» b^Ppy realm Him irihik. 
That by Qo^olBe^r'B lewd ktinhnMitt 
With greedy hif fc wd Wf#iig>' Mnsumed wdiy ^ 
He aU ill f41,. Md iiU lA eK^ry-part^ 
Doth share .to fwA Ui d«^ wd equal dolt iiapart. 

XXXIH. 
HeknowB nuar dmtlN nor jmtsi^ nor fitdbl^ age ; 

But as hi^ iw^ biartvmgtfi nod v^ow growa^ 
And when his kiggjAwi li^ iateatiiieraget 
lies broke anjl imatadr ,^W t^.hk fcea ; 
Aftd Htt^d wviUM now. flat. a«d ^jrenfiM; 
Sooner ihM thomibt U^Hmi Ckeat J^dge lie fliag^ 
Who \mt^lA9kim%^f^m^ of gmd^pr ii^wriQa. 

For h^ the judge^s yiietroj kw^ AT piftcM ; 

Where if he liv/9, W kA4>wii»g )l» WWf di^. 
He never dies^ but wilkhfir^s^plfNuiiure.gysaft'd, 
Bathes bi^ orovm'd bejid i^ ^ft eternity ; 
Wbero tbpuwnid j^9 and plvAsiures ejmt new. 
And blessings 4M^ thm tbt qpwrmg dew. 
With end)^^ SW9^ .nm 49W]| on thrt innortal oeew. 

^here goldea a^Mrii ae( i» ib^ eryifcil snoff ; 

7ber« dw^tfj^^ Iwgb »t white-headed eering ; 
There day no night, deligbi W> ei4 9baU knew ; 
Sweets without surfeit ; (nbieiiB williofttaparing;^ 
And by U» sjyed iw g t gnmnghi^pineais : 
There Ood bbmotf i« glory'e laviahMaa 
l)iffu8*d in ally te all» 18 <rfl fallJUotgadaaia 
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xsxvi. 

And witb Ui03^ trait4>ifis, 'gakist Us I40r4f ir«^I» : % t 
Down to the deeps ten tiMm^nd liispls him df%w ^ . , . ./ 
Deepsyvh^e 91^!^ dd^ttk^ despair, apd faQf;ifei|r dlff^U, 
And in worst ills> i|tiIl'i9fHMn^e expoe^ng^ (mir$ ; 
Where fell despite for npite bis boiirdii .-teai^ j 1 
And stiU iqcreasiog ^rief, and tormenlr never v^ar^j 

xxxyii. 

Pray'rs there are idle, df^tb is wooM in run, ; ; :/ 

In midst of death, poor wretches long toi^ie ; | 

Night without day, or res^ stiH dc^iUing pa^n ; ,. 

WoeiT spending stilJi yet still ttjeir e^d l^ss si^ ; 
The soul there ns^tless, lie)pl^9> ttppetesS) ^^ ; ; 
The body frying roars^ a^d i^o^i^ng £4«8 .: . [ 
There's life tb^ never Ily^ ^^^'^ ^^^^4h^^^*^ #Bi9U 

Hence while unsetUed.bere ^efi^^ing reiga^,,^. , . . 
Shut in a tow'r where. tboji^UMtnd enemies. , . 

Assault the fort ; with wwry care a^d pains - 

He guards ^l entrance, ai^d by diyers spies . . 
Searcheth into hiif foes and friend> designs, 
For most he fears, his sidbgects' waVring^n^incn]' 
^his tower then only fa^s Jwh^n treason n^derminfs^ 

xxx^x. 

"Therefore while yet he lurks ii| 'earthly tent,. 

DisguisM in worthless robes andpoor attir^, 
^ry we to view bis glory's wonderment, 

And get a sight of what we so admire : ■ " \ 

For when away from tbjs sad place be flies, 
And in the skies abif^et, more brig^ than skiea.;^ 
Too glorious is bis sight for pur^m mortal eye^. 
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XL. 

So eurlM-head Thetis, watered feared iiiieen. 

But bound Id eauls of sand, yields not to sight i 
^d planet^s glorious king may best be seen. 

When some thin cloud dims his too piercing light, 
And netther none (nor all his face discloses :) 
For when his bright eye fifll our eye opposes, 
None gains his glorious sight, but his own sight he loses, 
_ XLI, 

Within the eastile sit eight counsellors, 

That help him in this tent to govern well ; 
Each in his room a several office bears : * 

Three of his inmost private council deal 
In great affidf s : five of less dignity 
Have outward courts, and in all actions pry, 
Bnt still refer the doom to courts more fit and high, 
P XLII 

Those five fair brethren which I sung of late, 
I For their just number called the Pentarchy ; 
The other three, three pillars of the state : 
I The *first in midst of that high tow'r doth lie, 
[ (The chiefest mansion of this glorious king) 
The judge and arbiter of every thing, 
Which those five brethren's posts into his office bring. * 

XLIIL 
Of middle years, and seemly personage. 

Father of laws, the rule of wrong apcf right j 
.fountain of judgment, therefore wondrous sage| 
I Piscreet, and wise, of quick and nimble sight : 
Not those sev^n sages might Jiim parallel ; 
Nor be whom Pythian maid did whilome tell 
Jo be the wisest man, that then on Earth did dwell. 
^ The common sense* 
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XLIV. 
A« Neptune^s distem draws in tribute tides^ 

(Yet neyer full) which every channel Inrings, < 

And thirsty drinks^ and drinking^, thirsty bides ; 
For by some hidden way, back to the spjrings 
It sends the streams in erring condnits spvead^ 
Which, with a circKng duty, still are ledj 
80 ev^ feeding tiiem, is by theqa ever fed. 

XLV. 
pEiv^n so the first of these three counsellors^ 
I Criyes to the five the pow'r of all descrying ; 
I Which back to him with mutual duty bears 
I All their itoformings, and the causes trying : 

For through straight ways the nimble post ascends 
Unto his haH i ' there up liis message sends. 
Which to the next^ellscannM,he straightway reoommmids. 

XLVI. 
^he next that in (he castle^s front is plac'd, 

Fhantastes* hight, hii yea«« are firesh and green ; 
His visage old, his face toe mueh defacM 
With ashes pale ; his eyes deep sunken been 
With often thought^, and never slaekM intention ; 
Yet he the fount of speedy apprehension, 
Father of wit, the well of arts, and quick invention. . ' 

XLVII. 
But in his private thoughts and busy brain 

Thousand thin forms and idle fancies flit ; 
The three-shap'd Sphinx ; and direful Harpy^s train'; 
Which in the world bad never being yet ; 

Oft dreams of fire, and water; loose delight ; 
And oft arrested by some ghastly spright, 
l^or can he thmk, nor speak, nor move, for great aflHgfatl 

» Tbe fancy. 
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Fliaiitastes from tbe first eU shapes derivkig. 
In new habiUoacAts c^ quickly diskl; ; i . 
Of all material and gross parts depriyin^ 
Fits them Mte the noble prince's sight ; 
WJtich soon as be liatb yiewM with seareUaf ej% 
He straight oomuiits tbem to bis treasurjfy 
Which old EumiteM^s b^eps^ &tber of memorir^ ; 

xwx. 

VEumnestes old, %ifbo in hi3 living soreen , 

(His mindful bireast) the rolls, lyid records bfwra 
Of all the deeds, and men, which be batb seen^ 
And keeps lock'd up in failjiifttl registers : 
Well be recsUs Nimrod's first tyranny ; 
And Babers pride, darmg tiie lofty ^fcy ; 
Well he recalls the Earth'stwice growii^ infancy^ 

Therefore his body weak, his eyes half bHnd, 

But mind more fresh and i^ong ; (ah, better fate!) ( 
And as his earcasie, so bis house decUs'd | 
Yet were the walls af firm and able state : 
.Only on htm a nimble page attendsy 
Who when for atight tbe aged grandsbre 4iends 
WithswiA, yetbMJLward steps, bis ready aidwce \f9^ 

But let my song pa«s ftoftf these w;erthy aages 

Unto this Island's highest ^^Yemgn : 
And those hard wH^ Yfhic^b ttt the ye«r be wages ; 
For these three late a geotte fshepberd swain 
Mostjfw^dy sttdg, as be before had seen 
In Alma^'s hOiise : bis memory ycft green 
MtesMlhis weU ttm'd songs; itunortid all I ween* 
. * The un^fsUSdiai^. . ^ Sptmisr* 
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lAl. 

Noir can I gnett, svtitdier k» Muse dlvnie. 

Or g^TiS ta tkofte^ or lakes from them hit gt«4^r 
Therefore Etinmestesm his lastuigfihiiim 
Hath justly him ^iroUM iir seeond place ; 
Most to o«r MantMD poel doth he rest V 
Th«re shall our Colia Kt* for eter Uest, 
'jBpite ff thossi thpuaaad ^tes, wfauA Uviiig, him oppressM^ 

Lltlv 
IPhe prince Us time in doable office spenik: 

t*or first ^Mse fopias and feactes he admite. 
Which to bis oiHi'^hMy Hiantastes seuds^ 
And for the eosisrlliifcenuiig^ fits ? 
For 8fa^ddiiig> rqiUid about his q^affctisg fight, \ 
He dears their dttskf shades, widcbwly mght, 
iVodacittg like Umsetf their shapes ail shining bri^^ 

LIV. 
As when the $ttB rest^rdhlbe giitf ring day. 

The world late cloth'4 in night^s black livery, 
^oth now a thousand colours fair di^lay. 
And paints itself hi <^ice vartety y 

Which late one colour Ud, the eye decd^ing : 
All so this prince those shc^s obscure reCeivmj f 
JtVitli his suffused Mgkt makes ready tcToottceiring. 

LV. 
iThis first, is callM tjbe uetive &culty, 

Whidi to ahigher pow'r die object leares: 
iThat takes it in itself, and cunningly 

Changing itself, the olgeet soon perc^Tes t 
For straight itself in self-same shape i^ionung. 
Becomes the s^e with jquick and strange transfernnag i 
$0 is all dungs itael^ to all its^ oonfioming. 
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LVI. 

Thus when the eye through Visub' jetty ports 

Lets in the wand'ring shapes/ the crystal strtegr 
Quickly itself to evVy fort consol*t8^ 
So is whatever it sees by w'ondrous diange : 
Thrice happy then, when on that ^ mirrottr bright 
He ever fastens his unmoved sight. 
So is what there he yiews ; diTilie) full, glorioui^ light. 

Lyii. 

Soon as the prince, these forms hath clearly se^n, - 
Parting the false from true, the wrong from tight. 
He strsught presents them to his beauteous queen. 
Whose courts are lower, yet of equal might ; 
Volettaf fair, who with him liyes, and r^ignu; 
Whom neither man, nor fiend, nor God omstrains:- 
Oft good, oft ill, oft both, yet cTer fr^e remains. 

Lvin. 

Not that great I sovereign of the Fairy land, 

Vl^hom late our Colin hath eternised ; 
(Though Graces decking her with plenteous hand/ 
ThemseWes of grace have all unfurnished ; 
Though in her breast she virtue's temple bare. 
The fairest temple of a guest so fair) : 
Nor that great ^Glorian's setf, with this might e'er compar«f 

LIX. 
Her radiant beauty, dazzling mortal eye. 

Strikes blind the daring sense ; her sparkling face 
Her husband's self now cannot well descry : 
With such strange brightness, such imnMnrtal graee,^ 
Hath that great parent in Her cradle made. 
That Cynthia's silver cheek would quiddy fiide, 
And light itself to her, would seem a painted shade.- 
S Corinthians UL 11. f Thk WiH. % bnetm Elizftbetbv 
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LX. 

But, ah f entic'd by her own worth and pride, 

She stain'd her beanty with most loathsome spot ; 
Her Lord's fixt law, and spouse's light denied, ^ 
So fill'd her spousfe and iself with leprous blot : 
And now all dark is theii" first morning ray. 
What verse might thcJn their former light display, * 
Wht^n yet their darkest night outshiiies the brightest day f 

LXI. 
On her a royal damt^el still attends, 

And faithful counsellor, ^SyUteresis : 
For though Voletta ever good intends. 
Yet by fair ills she oft deceived is ; " 

But ills so fairly dress'd with cunning slight, \ 
That virtue's self they well may seem to sight, \ 
But that bright virtue's self oft seems not half so brigl^. 

LXII. 
Therefore Synteresis of nimble sight, 

Oft helps her doubtful hand, and erring eye ; 
Else mought she ever, stumbling in this^night. 
Fall down as deep as deepest Tartary. - 
Nay, thence a sad fair maid, Repentance, rears^ 
And in her ahns her fainting lady bears. 
Washing her often stains with ever-falling tears* 

LXIIL^ 
Thereto she adds a water sovereign, 

Of wondrous force, and skilful composition t 
For first she pricks the heart in tender vein ; 

Then from those precious drops, and deep contrition^ 
With lips' confession, and with bitter cries^ 
Still'd 'm a broken spirit, sad vapours rise, 
Exhal'd by sacred fires, and drop through melting eyesu 

♦ Conscience. 

N 
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liXIV. 

Thes^ cordial drops^ these spirit healii^ balms^ 

Cure all her sinful bruises, clear her eyes ; 
Unlock her ^ars; recover funding ^nalips : 
And now grown* fresh and stropg, she makes her rif^^ 
And glfiss of unmasl^'d sin, she b^ght di/^plaj?^ 
Whereby she se^, ^^9 mends her fqirmcr/^^s; 
So soon repair^ ^r Ug^t^ ^P^ubUs^her 9ew-)H)Kn 1:^]^. 

But, ah I why do we (sipipl^aiT w;e bpen) 

With curious labaijif , dim, and vailed sight* 
Pry in the nature of 1^ l^Ag wd qw^en^ 
Groping in darknes^ Sqj: so cl^fur^a light ? 
A light, iKbifCJk oi]tf^ cft»Jd.najtfee tbouglKt or told^ 
But now w^ Wltcjk^t Clauds i^ thiick ewroU'd, 
Pressed do^^ ifi c^H^ive c^iis, a^d pent in earthly moHtd. 

Kather lament we this Uieir i^^retQbed fitte, 

(Ah, wretdiied&te, an4 fat^l w/etobediiess I) 
Unlike those for^i^r day^, and fir^t ctsttate, 
When he espdus'd wi^.mdting happiness, 
To fair Voletta, both their lights conspiring, 
He saw whatever was fit for her requiring, 
And she to his ckar.^ight, would temper her desiring. 

LXVII. 
When both replenished with celestial light, 

All coming evils could foresee and fly ; 
When both with dearest eye, and perfect sight, 
Could erery nature's difference descry : 
Whose pictures now they scarcely see witfipain^ 
Obscure and dar^, like to those shadows vain, 
Whiob t]^ and epipty glide along Ayemus' plafn. ' 



LxVm. 

The flow'FS that, fri^en'd wltll sha^ii wint^Vdtdkd, 

Retire into their mothfer Tellus' wbriib, 
Yet in the spring; ifa trcWps ne'w innstered 
Peep out again from theii' litifirozen tomb : 
The early violet will fifesh arlsfe. 
Spreading hli^ flowered piirple to the skies ; 
Boldly the little elf the Tenter's spit^ defies. 

LXIX. 
The hedge, green satin pinK'd arid cut, arrkys ; 

The helio trope to cloth of gold aspirfes ; 
In hundred-colour'd sfllts tlie tuBp ptiys ; 

Th' imperial flov^V, his ne(5k wifti pet^I attil^eil ; 
The lily^ high her silver grograin rear^ ; 
The pansy, hier Wroiiglit velvet gahneiit beai^ ; 
l^he red-rose, scarlet, arid the priVekictf, dalriaisk wears. 

LXX: 
flow falls it then, thai sl^ctf a he^S^*nIy ligb't. 

As this great k1og*s sh(6uld sirik so woridroiii^ 16w!»] 
That scarce he can' suspect his forhier height ? 
Can one ebUpse' so dark' ln4 shining brow. 
And steal away his beauty glittering fair? 
One ohiy blot, so gi*eat a light to iriipair^ 
That neVer could he hope his wariirig to repair ? 

Uttt 
Ah ! never could he hopfe once to repair 

So great a watie, should not that new-born S'uri, 
Adopt him both his brother and his heir ; 

Who through base life, and deatli, and Hell, would run. 
To seat him in his lost, now sur^r cell. 
That he may mount to Heaven, He sunk to Hell ; 
That he might live. He died, that he might rise, lie fell ! 
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LXXII. 

A perfect vir^n breeds and bears a son, 

Th* immortal father of his mortal mother j 
Earthy Heay'n, flesh, spirit, man, God, tnet in one ; 
His younger brother's child, his children's brother, 
Eternity, who yet was bom and died ; 
His own creator, Earth's scorn, Heav'n's pride ; 
Who Deity, is flesh' d, and man's flesh deified. 

Lxxnj. 

Thou uncreated Sun, Heay'n's glory bright! ' 

Whom we with hearts, and knees low bent, adore ; 
At rising, perfect, and now falling light ! 
Ah, wb^t reward, what thanks shall we restore ! 
Thou wretched wast, that we might happy be : 
O, all the good we hope, and all we see ! 
Th|tt thee we kpow and love, comes from thy loye and thee, 

LXXIV. 
ReceiTc, what w^ can only back return, 
* (Yet that we may return, thou first must give) 
A heart, which fain w'ould Qame, which fain would burn 
In praise ; for thee, to thee, w6uld only live : 
And thou (who satt'st in night to give us day) 
Light and enflame us with thy glorious ray. 
That we may back reflect, and borrow'd light repay. 

LXXV. 
So we beholding with immortal eye, 

The glorious picture of thy heav'nly face. 
In his first beauty and true majesty. 

May shake from our dull souls these fetters base : 
And mounting up to that bright crystal sphere. 
Whence thou strik'st all the world with shudd'ring fear^ 
May not be held by Earth, nor hold vile Earth so dear, 
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LXXVI. 

Then should thy shepherd (poorest shepherd) sing 

A thousand cantos in thy heavenly' praise. 
And rouse his flagging Muse, and fluttering wing, 
To chant t^y wonders in immortal lays ; 
(Which once thou wrought'st, when Nilus' slimy shore. 
Or Jordan's banks thy mighty hand adore) 
Thy judgments and thy mercies ; but thy mercies more, 

LXXVIL 
But see, the stealing night with softest pace. 

To fly the western Sun, creeps up the east ; 
4Doid Hespar 'gins unmask his eyening face. 
And caUs the winking stars from drowsy rest : 
Home then, my lambs ; the falling drops eschew 1 
To-morrow shall ye feast in pastures new, 
And with the rising Sun banquet on pearled dew. 
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CANTO VII 



I. 

j| HE rising^ mom lifts up his orient head, 

And spangled HeaVns in golden robes invests ; 
Thirsil upstkrting from Ms fearless bed^ 
Where useless riights he sale and quiet rests, 
Unhous'd his bleeting flock', and quickly thence 
Hasting to his expecting audience^ 
Thus Mii^h sad verse began their grieved niinds t^ in'cehse. 

it; 

^^ Fond man, that looks on Earth for happiness, 
And here long seeks what hei^e i^ never found ! 
For all our good we hold from Reav'n by leasie, 
With many forfeits and conditions bound ; 
Nor can we pay the fine, and rentage due : 
Though now but writ, and seaPd, and giv'n anew, 
Yet daily we it break, then daily must renew. 

III. 
Why shouldst thou here look for perpetual good. 

At ev'ry loss 'gainst heav'n's face repining ? 
Do but behold where glorious cities stood, 
With gilded tops and silver turrets shining; 
There now the hart fearless of greyhound feeds^ 
And loving pelican in safety breeds : 
There screecWng satyrs fill the.people*s empty stedes*. 

IV. 
Where is the Assyrian lion^s golden hide, 

That all the east once grasp'd in lordly paw ? 
Where that great Persian bear, whose swelling pride 
The lion's self tore out with ravenous jaw ? 
*l»e. Places* 
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Or l^e wliicti Hnwt a Jionead a jpardi 
TJIcough aU tlje wosld with nimble piiuoiit fat'd^, 
.A4i4 to ila» greedy lihelpft his canquer'd kingdoms abar^d. 

y. 

Hardly the place q£ audi antiquity, 

;Or note of these great monarchies we find : 
Only a fading verbal memory, 
And empty name in writ is left behind : > 

But when thi» second life and glopy fades, 
And sinks at length in time's obscurer shades, 
A secfmd faU succeeds^ and double death invades. 

VI. 
Thatononstrous beast^ which nursM in Tiber's fen. 

Did aU ^ world with hideous shape affray ; 
That fill'd with costly spoil his gaping den, 
And tro^e down aU the rest to dust aftd clay : 
His battering horns polled out by civil hands. 
And m^n teeth lie scatterM on the sands ; 
Baok'd, bridled by a monk, with sev^n heads yoked »tands^ 

VII. 
And that black tvuUure, which with deathiul wing 
Overshadows half the Earth, whose dismal sight 
Frightened the Muf^s from their native sjn^ing, 
Already stoops, and flags wi^ weary flight : 
Who.tben shall look for Jiappiness beneath } 
Where«aGhnewdayproclaims,chaAce,change,anddeathji 
And life itself 's as flit as is the air we breathe. 

VIIL 
Nor might this prince escape, though he as^ far 
All these excels in worth and heav'nly grace^ 
As brightest Phcebus does the dimmest star : 
The deepest falls are from the highest place. 

* i. event. f TheTurk^ 
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There lies he no\7, bruisM with so sore a fall. 
To his base, bonds, and loathsome prison thrall, 
Whom thousandfoes besiege, fenc'd with frail yielding waft. 

IX. 
Tell me, oh, tell me then, thou holy Muse! 
Saored Thespio ! what the cause may be 
Of such despite ; so many foremen use 
To persecute unpitied misery ! 
Or if these cankerM foes, as most men say, 
So mighty be, that gird this wall of clay ; 
What makes it hold so long, and threaten'd ruin sjtay ? 

X. 
When that great Lord his standing court would build^ 

The outward walls with gems and glorious lights, 
But inward rooms with nobler courtiers filPd ; 
Pure, liying flames, swift, mighty, blessed sprights : 
But some his royal service (fools !) disdain ; 
So down were flung : — (oft bliss is double pai^) 
In HeaVn they scornM to serve, so now in Hell they reign, 

XI. 
There tumM to serpents, s wol'n with pride and hate ; 

Their prince a dragon fell, who burst with spite, 
To see this king^s and queen's yet happy state, 
Tempts them to lust, and pride ; prevails by slight ; 
To make them wise, and gods, he undertakes. * 
Thus while the snake they hear, they turn to snakes ; 
To make them gods he boasts, but beasts, and devils maketf. 

XII. 
But that great ^Lion, who in Judah's plains 

The awful beasts holds down in due subjection ; 
The dragon's craft, and base-got spoil disdains. 
And folds this captive prince in his protection ^ 

• RcveUtioo v. 5, 
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Breaks ope the jaii, and brings the prisoners thence^ : * 
Yet plaoM them in this castle's weak defence, 
Where they mi^ht trust and seek a higher Providence. 

XIII 
So now spread round abaut this little hold. 

With armies infinite, encamped lie 
Til' enraged dragon and his serpents boldt 
And knowing well his time grows short asd nigh. 
He swells with TenomM goref, and poisonous heai ; 
His tail unfolded, HeaVn itself doth beat, 
And sweeps the mighty stars from their transcendent seat, 

XIV. . 
.With him goes;]: Caro, cursed dam of sin^ 

Foul, filthy dam of fouler progeny; 
Yet seems (skin deep) most fair by witching giji 
To weaker sight ; but to a purged eye 
^ooks like (nay, worse than) Hell's infernal hags : 
Her empty breasts hang like' lank hollow bags : 
And Iris' uker'd skin is patched wilh leprous rags. 

XV. . 

. Therefore her loathsome shape's in steel array'd ; 

All rust within, the outside pblistf d bright ; 
And on her shield a Mermaid sung and play'd, 
Whose human beauties Lure the wand'ring sigM; 
But slimy scales hid in their waters lie : 
She chants, she smiles, so draws the ear, the eye, 
J^nd whom ^he wins, she kills :•— the word, *Hear, gaSKe, and 
die/ 

XVI. 
And^ after march'd a fruitful serpent fry, 
Whom she of divers lechers divers bore ; 

* Luke iv 18. f Be\«lalioM, x\i. 12, J The ffesh. 

o 
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Mar|ib»ird*iA #eVral ranks Ibek colours fly : 
Four* to Aaagnus, four this painted whore 
To loathsome Asebie brouglit forth to li^t ; 
Twice four got Adieus, a hateful wight : 
But swoFu Aerates two, born in one bed and night. 

XVII. ^ ' 
Msechusf the firsts of shameless bold aspect ; 

Yet with him Doubt and ^ear still trembling go : 
Oftlook'dheback, as if he did suspect 

Th^ approach of some unwish'd, unwelcome foe : 
Bdiind, fell Jealousy his steps obseryM, 
And sure Revenge with dart that never swerv*d : 
Ten thousand griefs and plagues ihe felt, but more desenr'd. 

XVIII. 
His armour Mack as Hell, or starless night, 
And in his shield heliyely pourtrayM bare 
Mars fast impound in arms of Venus' light. 
And tied as fast in Vulcap's subtil snare c 

She feig^'d to blush for shame, now all too late ; 
But his red colour seem to sparkle hate : 
* Sweet are stoPn waters,' round about the marge he wrate. 

XIX. 
Pomeius:|: next him pacM, a meagre vnght ; 

Whose leaden eyes sunk deep in swimming head, 
And joyless look, like some pale ashy spright ; 
Seem'd as he now where dying, or now dead : 

And with him Wastefulness, that all expended, -' 
And Want, that still in theft and prison ended, 
A hundred foul diseases close at^sback attended. 

♦ The fruits of the flesh, see GaU v. 19, 20, 21, and are here raokH into 
four companies : Ist, unchastityj 2nd, irreligion ; 3rd, •unrighteousness; 
4th, intemperance. 

\ Adultery, Gal. 19 J Foroication. 
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. xx; 

His shining helm mi^ seMU at ^pmk^t^ iaiAOi 

Yet sooth^ noaggllit Was it but a foolish &Tb : 
And aU his arnis lv^ of itiMlt imi'Biiig'fradl^ 

That flesh and han&i where ^w'n witii hot dfewe^ 
About hiii wmt his blazmg shield did fry ' 
With swokriDg heiurts ia iemes ^of Ivstiryi 
His K^ori^ ^ Ifi <fire I live, in fire I buini aM dier 

XXI. 
With him* Acaiharus, fai Tuscan dress ; 

A thing that neither toan i^ll cywn, nor b^a#t i 
Upon ^' boy he leanM kk tf aiitonwise, 

On whose fair limbs Ins eyes still greedy feast ; 
He sports, he toys, kisses his ahiningfeee : 
Behind, reproach and thousand devils pttce : 
Before, bdd impudence, that cannot change her gra«^e. 

ilLii. 

His armour seem'd to laii^ with idle boys. 

Which all about ttieir wantoh Sportings playM ; 
Als would himself keep out their childish toys. 
And like abey lend them unmanly aid ; 

In his broad targe the bird her wings dispread^ 
Which trussing wafts the Trojan Ganymede : 
Aad round was Writ '< lik^ with his like is coupled.' 

XXIII. 
Aselgesf foUowM next Vae bdldest boy 

That ever play'd iti Venmi' wadfton court t 
He little cares who iiotes his lavish joy ; 

Broad were his jests, wild his uncivil sport ; 
His ^Eishion too, too fond, and loosely li^ht : 
A long iQve-lock on his left shoulder^s plight ; 
liike to a wbmaii's hair, well shewed a woman's spright. 

^ Sodomy, Rom !*^$, 2*f. Lcr. xx. 13, 15, 15. f Lascivibusikeff. 
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By slain beasts' entrails, aftdl fowls' marked flight: 
Thereto be tempests rsis^d liy many a sprigfrt^ 
And eharmM the %un and Mocrn^ and eMng'd ^b^ dkfkoA 
night. 

XXXII. 
So when th^ south (dippilig his seMest Wi^^ 

In humid ocean) swe^ with*s dr6^1ng beelrd, 
Th' air, earth, and seas ; his ips' hmd thunderlngi^, 
. And flashing eyes mak:e all flie world afraid : 

Idght with dark clouds, waters trilh fito'sUre tk^ ; - 
f he Sun but now is rising, now is set. 
And finds west shades in east, and seas te tiH wet« 

XXXIII. 
By birth and hand, be juggling fortunes tells ; * , 

Oft brings from shades his grandsire^s damned glioi9t ; 
Oft stolen goods forces out by wicked spells : 
His frightful shield with thousand fiends embost, 
Which seem'd without a circled ring to plaj : 
In midst himself dampens the taiiling day^ 
And prints sad characters, which none may write or say. 

XXXIV. 
The third ^Htereticus, a wrangling earl. 

Who in the way to Heav'n would wilful err ; 
And oft couTicted, still would snatch and snarl : 
His Crambe oft repeats ; — all tongue, no ear ; 
Him Obstinacy, Pride, and Scorn attended : 
On's diield, with truth error disguisM contended : 
Hi? motto this, < Rather thus err, than be atiiended;' 

XXXV. 
Last marchM Hyppcrisy, false form of grace, 
, That vaunts the shew of all, has truth of none : 

♦ Heresy, 
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A rotten beMrt 1m masks mih pamted £^e ; - 
Among Oa^hemiia, a mule, 'mirngBt bees, adroB^, 

'Kongst st^*9y a meteor : — all tbe wortd negieots him ; 
, ' Nor good, nor bad, uw HeaT'n, nor Earth i^flfeot^ him : 

Tbe. Earth, for glaring forms, for bare forms HeaT^nr^e9|8 

him. 

XXXVI. 

His wanton heart he veils with dewy eyes, 

So oft the world, and oft himself deceives : 

His tongue his heart,, his hands his tongue belies : 

In^s path (as snails) jsilver, but slime he leaves : 

He BabeUs glory is, but Sion's taint ; 

Religion^s blot, but irreligion'i; paii^t : 

A saint a1^roa(^ at home a fiend ; and worst^ a saiut 

XXXVII. 

So tallow lights live gUtt'ring, striking die ; 

Their jgleams a^grate*the sight, steams wound the smell: 

80 Sodom apples please the rayish'd eye. 

But sulphur taste proclaim their root's in bell : 

So airy flames to heavenly seem allied. 

But when their oil is spent, they swiftly glide. 

And into gellyM mire melt all their gilded pride. 

XXXVIII. 

So rushes green, smooth, full, are spungy light ; 

So their ragg'd stones in velvet peaches grown ; 

So rotten sticks se^m stars in cheating night ; 

So quagmires false, their mire with em'ralds crown : 

Suqh is Hypocrisy's deceitful frame ; 

A stinking light, a. sulphur fruit, false flame; 

Smooth rush, peach stone, sere wood, false mire, a voice, a 

name. 

XXXIX. 

Such were his arms, false gold, true alchymy i 

Glitf ring with glossy stones, and fine deceit : 
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His sword a flatt'ring steel, whicb gult'd the ejTe, *' 
ADdpienoM the heart with pride and self-conceit : 
On's shield e tomb, where death had dressed his bed 
With curious art, and crown'd his loathsome head. 
With gold, and gems:— his word, * More gorgeous wheii 
dead.* 

XL. 
Before them went their nurse, bold Ignorance ; 

A loathsome monster, light, sight, 'mendment scorning ; 
Born deaf and blind, fitter to lead the dance 
To such a rout ; her silver head adorning, 

(Her dotage index) much she bragg*d, yet folgn'd : 
For by false tallies many years she gainM. 
Wise youth is honoured age ; — age*s with dotage stainM, 

XLI. 
Her failing legs with erring footsteps reeFd ; 

(Lame guide to bliss !) her daughters on each side^ 
Huch painM themselves, her stupibling feet to wield ; 
Both like their mother, dull and beetle ey'd : 
The first was Eirror false, who multiplies 
Her numVous race in endless progenies : 
For but one truth there is, ten thousand thousand lies. 

XLII. 
Her brood o'erspreadher round with sin and blood, 

With envy, malice, mischiefs Infinite ; 
Whilst she to see herself, amazed stood, 
So often got with child and big with spite : 
Her offspring fly about, and spread their seed ; 
Straigj^t hate, pride, schism, wars, seditions breed. 
Get up, grow ripe. — How soon prospers the vicious weed I 

XLin. 

The other owl-ey'd Superstition, 
DeformM, distorted^ blind in shining light; 
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Yet stiles herself holy PeTotion, 
And so is call'd, and seems in shady night : 
Fearful as is the. hare, or hunted hind ; 
Her face, and breast, she oft with crosses sign'd : 
No custom would she break, or change her settled mind. 

XLIV. 
If hare, or snake, her way, herself she crosses, 

And stops her mazed steps ; sad fears aflFright her 
When falling salt points out some fatal losses. 

Till Bacchus' grapes with holy sprinkle quite her : 
Her only ^bible is an Erra Paterf ; 
Her antidote are hallowM wax and water : 
r th* dark, all lights are sprights, all noises chains that 
clatter. 

XLV- 
With them marchM (sunk in deep security) 

Profaneness, to be fear'd, for never fearing^ 
And by iMm, new oaths coining Blasphemy, 
Who names not God, but in a curse, or swearing : 
And thousand ether fiends in diverse fashion, 
DisposM in several ward, and certain station : 
Under, Hell widely yawnM ; and over, flew Damnation. 

XLVI. 
Next Adieus his sons; — ^first ^Ecthros sly. 

Whose prickM-up ears kept open house for lies; 
And's leering eyes still watch, and wait to spy 
When to return still-living injuries : 

* Alluding to the erroneous Popish translatioo* 

t In contradistiuctiou to Vera Mater, i. e. the tme mother ; the chUrch <if' 
Rome 10 caUifig herselft 

X Hatred 

P 



Fair weather smQM npM Alii )[laiiltted6e^ 
AndeyeflrispclLe^eaee, ffllfce IiiAtijiiiAttdj[>laci^, - 
Then pours doivA iift^M bf iiaig^^ and streatni t)f rancour 

So when a sable cloud, wiili Ythslling sail 

Comes swiinmMg ibrbAlfh calM fUgSet^ At aito^t s& 
(While ilercfe Winds sfe^p in Adi^srock]^ jail) 
Withspangtedbb^kemhroAl^'d, gUA^Adir ; 
But s6on ^gm loW*V : ^^trd^t chifiing hail is U^^ 
Scatt'ring cold Ofi^i ; 1^ hides his gdldeb fa^. 
And with untim^^ t^t^, earth's dVr-»Fi%i«ii. 

XLTMI. 
His arms well suit his mind, where smiling ski^ 
Breed thundering tempests': bn his lofty crest 
Asleep the spotted ptotber cfo^ehing ties, 
And by swe^ "scentis, ^d ^kin "^ tjuai^ly di^st^ 
Draws on her pr^y : iipMi h!s slAeM he beats 
The dte^iFul molester ^Much ^grekt Nihis feail^ ; 
(The weeping crofeodHe) Ms word, * Ikittirith tttirs.^ 

XLIX. 
\^thtiM1^stfmbldAc% tiient, his jpfi^aUibuf , 

Whose painted face mij^ hardly be detected ; 
Arms of offence hk jfcSd' mr^eter wore, 
Lest thence Us cfo^ desigte ibight b^ sii^ected ^ 
But claspmg dose Ms foe, as 16th to part, 
He steals his dagger With Msfe simHing art. 
And shea^r^the trait'rous steel in his own m^uster's heart. 

L. 
Two Jewish lai^tauis, close themaelvtea ealaeiBg 

In love's sweet twines, his target broad "disfrfayM ^ ^ 
One ilk* other's beard wi^liltlefl; hand embracing, 
But in his right a shining sword he sway'd«. 



Which aqawar«9 thro' th' giber's fibs pf ^mit^i 
There lay the wr^h i«1tb9^t M^ ^^ial f ites ; 
His word, ' ^e 4e^^t wpf^ds^ that |ii his fa^fHiqg })ii^^ 

w 

Eris* the next^ of sex unfit fornjrar : 

Her arm^ were bitter WQr4&i 6*0111 flaming tcmgi^e^ 
Which never quiet, wrangle, fight and jar ; 
Ne would she wrigh report with right, or wrong ; 
What once she held, that "voyd^ ^he eyer hold. 
And non-obstantes force with eourage bold : 
The last, word must ;sfhe baye, orneyer Joj^TO to scol^. 

She is the trumpet to thi» angry tfain. 

And wheta their fury with ^idrr^i^; ^i^^ : 
But when no ope^ foes did moire remain^ 

Against themselYe^^ th^i^fe^^es sl^ woul4 *^J9f4tP' 
Her clapkijig mill^ ^T^y'n by her flofif^gg^li 
Could ner^ stand^ bu^ cjiide, ffil^ bark, ,^^ J^wl : 
Her shield no wprd eoi^d fiftfl^her to9g»<fc#fipf9S#'d f^ip^ 

Zelosf the third, whose SjpitefuL emulatipja 
Could UAt endure ^fejjiowjija e^cpelUiqig ^ 
Yet slow iu ^ny yirtue^^ imitation. 

At easy rate that ^ poasea^on seUing : 
Still as be w|mt he hidden sparkles blew^ 
Till to a npdghty fl^e they su^ilen grew, 
Md l*e fierce ^g^'j^^g f^Vff/i (K^ick diestjn^tio? 4ffyf, 

Upon his shield lay tljw^t J ir,i(i^iau a^ 

Sweltering injp^y g(«e, o^d ppi^'pj^jis fl^opo^^ 

His wife's sad gift vemojfn'4 with bloody atain : 

Well could he bufls, ffisff^ M^ ♦U™)nji$«tp^ l^ni»; 



108 THE PURPLE ISLAND. 

Well could he Heaven support, and prop alone : 
But by fell jealousy soon overthrown, 
Without a foe^ or sword : his motto, * First, or none/ 

LV. 
Thumos* the fourth, a dire, revengeful swain ; 

Whose soul was made of flames, whose flesh of fire. 
Wrath in his heart, hate, rage, and fury reign ! 
Fierce was his look, when clad in sparkling tire ; 
But when dead paleness in his cheek took seizure. 
And all the blood in^s boiling heart did treasure. 
Then intiis wild revenge, kept he nor mean nor measure. 

LVI. 
Like as when waters walPd with brazen wreath. 

Are sieg'd with crackling flames, their common foe ; 
The angry seas 'gin foam and hotly breathe. 
Then swell, rise, rave, and still more furious grow ; 
Nor can be held ; but forcM with fires below. 
Tossing their waves, break out, and all overflow : 
So' boilM his rising blood, and dash'dhis angry brow, . 

LVli, 
For in his face, red heat and ashy cold. 

Strove which should paint revenge in proper colours i 
That, like consuming fire, most dreadful rolFd ; 
This, liker death, threatens all deadly dolours ; 
His trembling hand a dagger still embracM, 
Which in his friend he rashly oft encas'd : 
His shield's device, fresh blood with foulest stain defacM. 

LVIII. 
Next him Erithiust, most unquiet swain. 

That all in law, and fond contention spent ; . 
Not one was found in all this num'rous train. 
With whom in any thing he i?irould consent ; 

♦ Wrath. t Strife. 
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His will his law, he weighM not wrong or right ; 
Much scorned to bear, much more forgive a spight : 
Patience, he, fli' asses' load, and coward's virtue, bight. 

LIX. 
His weapons all were framed of shining gold^ 

Wherewith he subtly fought close under hand : 
Thus would he right from right by force with-hold. 
Nor suits^ nor friends, nor laws his slights withstand : 
Ah, powerful weapon ! how dost thou bewitch 
.Great, but base minds, and spott'st with leprous itch> 
That never are in thought, nor ever can be rich ! 

LX. 
Upon his belt (fastenM with leather laces) 

Black boxes hung, sheaths of his paper-swords, 
Fiird up with writs> subpcenas, trial-cases ; 
This trespassM him in cattle, that in words : 
Fit his device, and well his shield became, 
A salamander drawn in lively frame : 
His word was this, ^ I live, I breathe, I feed on flame/ 

LXL 
Next after him march'd proud Dichostasis^, 

That wont but in the factious court to dwell ; 
But now to shepherd-swains <2lose linked is ; 
And taught them ^fools !) to change their humble cell. 
And lowly weeds, for courts, and purple gay, 
To sit aloft, and states and princes sway : 
A hook, no sceptre needs our erring sheep to stay* 

LXIL 
A mitre trebly crownM th* impostor wore ; 

For Heav'n, Earth, Hell, he claims with lofty pride : 
Not in his lips, but hands, two keys he bore, 
Heav'n's doors and Hell's to shut, and open wide : 
* Sedition, or Schism. ^ 



But late 1ms Kay^ aid vsmxf'^ ar krolmp fpte ; 
For Hell lie wanet shut, ^t apWf Ug)it ^ 
Nor He&Y'n^aB ep^, b«U sb^i ; nor b»f #» MfeHP l>f i)>gMi 

^< Two beads, oA tbree, be in one l^y ]|a|l| 

Nor with Ibe body, nor tb^maelves gg^gaipif ; 
What this commapded, th* o^r iwMHif^rbiid^ 
As difl^eat ia rule, as natnve.^ipg ; 
The body ibemboib, and aaUb^ vm*9 
Was Uke a d9uWa-bi»arte4 d#al^ graim » 
findeavouriag to f Isaaa both parties^ pi^asii^g bom. 

LXIV. 
As when the powerful wind and adverse t|d^ 

Striye which should most copospind the subject pMB v 
The scornful waves sweUing with aagry pride 
Yielding to neither, all their force .disdaio : 
Mean time the shaking Tessel doubtful jp}4^y9# 
And on the staggering biUow trepabji^g jptays^ 
And would obey them both, yeit neither she obeys. 

J4KV. 
A subtil craftmaa framM him seemly amis. 

Forged in the ^op of wrangling Sophistry ; 
And wrought with <^urioi|s arts, andipjghty channis> 
Tempered with lies^ and Cpi^lse philosophy : 
Millions of heedless souls thu$ had be slaio. 
His se v'a-fold t;ar^ a field pf gules idid stain ^ 
In which tw^s^Sfords h^bpre : hi^ word, * Piyid/e,andjr/^/ 

Envy the next. Envy with squii^d eyes ; 

Sick of a strange diaesuse> bis Qei^hbaur's health ; 
Best liYes he then, when any better dies ; ^ 

Is naver poor, btut ia anotber's wealth : 
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On best aiM'id torittt wd fl-b^l^ (e^dt hid fill ; 
;i^ lli^ eW^ tiotW doth Mt \^ith «p{|drul 1^ 
m must lhel;(^mpeir b^ Iriiere diet is so ill. 

Each eye through dh^ers opti^ slily UtefH, 

WhiMi both ^ f^ghk^ oud (Eject's ^i^bely i 
So greatiBSt tfrtu^ as a tttoat appears^ 
And ^»6lehiA h^t^ t6 idAOUAtaiM multiply. 

When Heeds he must, yet faintly^ thett he )>m^s ; 
SomewhUA the^eed, much ttorie (he iAeaii$ he liaises : 
8##[iaHri^#lmthei)^^al^ audpriisi^y ltHistdis|>raises. 

LXVIIL 
Upon his shield that eir^ herd^^gt^m ^byM, 

Fit instrunxent of Jin^^s jealoM s^e ; 
His hundred efe& «tood fixed on ^ke maid ; 

He pipM, db^ ^ighM : his word, * Her tlay, tay t&^: 
His misviie weapon was a lyin^tongHe^ 
WUdk hfe ftff off l&c Swiftest lightning fl'nng : 
Itet.a]) <be irorld wi^ noise, and foul Ua^pheimhig rtfng. 

LXIX. 
Last of this rout the skvia^e Phonos* W€?i!rt, 

Whom his ctire "niother nursM wWh hunbiiiln ^AaoA ; 
And wbeA more Age an4 sfe^ength tftol^^ieirccness lent, 
She taught in a dark and desert "^ood 

With force and guile poor passengeiri to sriay, 
And on their iesk Iris barking stoniach stay, 
A»d vM\t ttieir wretched blood his fi^ry 'thirst allay, 

LXX. 
So when the ner^r settled Seythiah 

Removes his -dwelling in an empty wain : 
When now the Sun hath half his jourtiey ran, 
JpBs horse he Moods, and pricks a ttemb^g vein ; 

♦ Mxirder. 
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So fipom the wound quenches his thirsty heat : 
Yet worse, this fiend makes his own flesh his meat. 
Honster ! the rav'nous hear, his kind will never eat. 

LXXI. 
Ten thousand furies on his steps awaited^ 

Some searM his hardenM soul with Stygian brand ; . 
Some with black terrors his faint conscience baited^ 
That wide he starM, and starched hair did stand ; 
The firstborn man still in his mind he bore. 
Foully array'd in guiltless brother's gore, 
Which for revenge to Heav'n, from Earth did loudly roar. 

LXXII. 
His arms ofiensive all, to spill, not spare; 

Swords, pistols, poisons, instruments of Hell; 
A shield he wore (not that the wretch did care 
. To save his flesh, oft he himself would quell) 
For shew, not use : on it a viper swilling 
The dam's split gore ; his empty bowels filling 
With flesh that gave him life : his word, * I live by kiUing^.* 

LXXIII. 
And last, his brutish sons, Aerates sent, 

Whom Caro bore both in one birth and bed^ 
Methos^ the first, whose, paunch his feet out- went, 
As if it usherM his unsettled head : 

His soul quite souced lay in grapy blood ; 
In all his parts the idle dropsy stood ; 
Which, tho' already drown'd, still thirsted for the flood. 

LXXIV. 
This thing, nor man, nor beast, turns all his wealth 

In drink ; his days, his years, in liquor drenching : 
So quaffs he sickness down, by quafiing health ; 
Firing his cheeks with quenching ; strangely quenching 
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His eyes with firing ; dull and faint they roll'd : 

But, nijnble lips, known things and hid unfold ; 

Belchings^ oft sips, large spits point the long tale he told. 

LXXV. - 
His annour green might seem a firuitful vine i 

The clusters prisonM in the close set leaves, 
Yet oft between the bloody grape did shine ; 
And peeping forth^ his jallor^si spite deceives : 
Among the boughs did swilling Bacchus ride. 
Whom wild grown Mo&iiads bore, and ev'ry stride^, 
Bacche, 15 Bacche, loud with madding voice thofy cry'd. 

LXXVI. 
On^s shield, the goatish satyrs dance around, 

(Their heads much lighter than their nimble heels) 
Silenus old, in wine (as ever) drownM, 

ClosM with the ring, in midst (though sitting) reels : 
Under his arm a bag-pipe swollen he held, 
(Yet wine-swoll'n cheeks the windy bag outswell^d) 
So loudly pipes : his word, * But full, no mirth I yield.* 

LXXVII^ 
Insatiate sink, how with so general stain 

Thy loathed puddles, court, town, fields entice! 
Ay me ! the shepherd's selves thee entertain. 
And to thy Curtian gulph do sacrifice : 

All drink to spew, and spew again to drink. 
Sour swill-tub sin, of all the rest the sink. 
How can' St thou thus bewitch with thy abhorred stink ? 

LXXVIII. 
The eye thou wrong' st with vomit's reeking streams. 

The ear with belching ; touch thou drown'st in wine ; 
The taste thou surfeit'st ; smell with spewiAg steams 
Thou woundest: fob! thou loathsome putrid swine ; 

Q 



Still thm lAcv^asesi tbiri^ yfhtn tbim^ thou dalMst ; 
The mind and will thou (wit'a bane) captive tak^ ; 
Senseless tby hoggish filth, and sense thou, sens^les^ BU^kiNii 

JE4XXIX. 
Thy fellow sins, and all the rest oCincea, 

With seeming good» are fsAxVj cloth'd to sight ji 
Their feigned sweets,; the blear-ey'd will entioes^ 
Coz'ning the dazi&led sense with borv^w'd lighjt : 
Thee, neither true, nor yet^ false good conunei^ ^ 
Profit, nor pleasure <m thy step» attends : 
Folly begins tiiy ^% which stiUwitbrnadness^e^ds. 

txxx. 

WithMethos, Gluttonyy his- guttling brother^ 

Twin parallels, drawn* fi?om tlie aetf-same line^; 
So foully like was eitbei^totbeotber,^ 
And^ both most like^a monMrous bellyM swiin%; 
His life was either aroontinued ieoBi^ 
Whose surleita u]>on sna^f^s^ bioi oj^pffess^d ;^ 
Or hearty sleeps that helps' so great a load digest* 

LXXXI. 
Mean time his soul, weighM down with muddy ehsdns^ 

Can neither work, nor movein captiye bands ; 
But duird in vap^rous^ fogs, all oareless reigns, 
Or rather serves strong appetiteV coonaandp : 
That when be now wa»g^rg'd with cranun'ddowDstore^ 
And porter wanting room b^ shut th^ door, 
The glutton sigh'd^ that he could gormandijse no more. 

I^XXXII. 
His crane-like neck was aU unlacM ; his breast,, 

And gouty limbs, like to a circle, round. 
As broad as^long ; and for his spear in rest 
Oft with bis stafi^he beats the yielding ground ; 
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Wherewith his hands did help his feet to bear. 
Else could they iH so huge a burthen steer : 
His clothes were all of leaves, no armour could he wear. 

LXXXIII, 
Only a target light, upon his arm 

He careless bore, on which old Oryll was drawn, 
Transform'd into a hog with cunning charm ; 
In head, and paunch, and soul itself a brawn 
Half drown'd within ; without, yet still did hunt 
In his deep trough for swill, as he was wont : 
CasM all in loathsome mu-e : no word ; Gryll could but grunt. 

LXXXIV. 
Him servM sweet seeming lusts, self pleasing lies. 
But bitter death flow'd from those sweets of sin ; 
^nd at the rear of these in secret guise 

Crept Thievery, and Detraction, near akin. 
No twins more like : they seemM almost the tkiM ; 
One stole the g'>ods, the other the good name : 
The latter lives in scorn, the former dies in sham^. 

LXXXV. 
Their boon companions in their jo vial feasting 

Were new-shap*d oaths, and damning perjuries ; 
Their cates, fit for their taste, profanest jesting ; 
SaucM with the salt of Hell, dire blasphemies. 
But till th' ambitious Sun, yet still aspiring, , 
Allays his flaming gold with gentler firing, 
We'll rest our weary song, to that thick grove retiring. 
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CANTO VIIL 

I. 

JL HE iun began to slack his bendedbow. 

And more obliquely, dart his mi)der ray ; 
TVhen cooler airs gently *gan to blow. 
And fan ttie fields, parch'd with the scorching day : 
The shepherds to their )vonted se^ts repair ; 
Thirsil, refresh'd with this soft breathing air, 
Thufi ^gan renew his task, and broken song repair* 

IL 
What watphful care must fence that weary state, 

Which deadly foes begirt i^ith cruel siege ; 
And frailest wall of glass, and traitorous gate 

StriTc which should first yield up their woefiil liege ? 
By enemies assaiPd, by friends betray'd ; 
When others hurt, himself refuses aid : 
Qy weakepess^ self his strength is foilM and overlayM. 

m. 

How comes it then, that in so near decay 

We deadly sleep in deep security, 
When every hour is ready to betray 
Our lives to that stil} watching enemy ? 
Wake then, thy soul, that deadly slumbereth ; 
For when thy foe hath seizM thy captive breath, 
Too late to wish pVst life, too late to wish for death. 

JV. 
Caro the vanguard with the Dragon led, 

Cosnios^ the battle guides, with loud alarms ; 
(iosmos the first son to the Dragon red, 
iShinin^ in seeming gold and glitt'ring arms ; 

♦ fhp world of Mamipon, 
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Well might beseem a strong and gentle knight. 
As e'er was clad in steel and armonr bright ; 
Bat y^Bs a recreant base, a foul, false cheating spright 

v. 

And as himself, sueh were his arms ; appearing 
Bright bumish'd gold, indeed base alchymy. 
Dim beetle eyes, and greedy worldlings blearing ; 
His shield was dressM in night's sad livery, 

\Vhere man-like apes a glow-worm compass round, 
Glad that in wintry night they fire had found : 
Busy they puff and blow : the word, ^ Mistake the ground/ 

VI. 
Mistake points all his darts ; his sun shines bright, 

(Mistaken) light appear, sad lightning prove : 
His clouds (mistook) seem lightnings, turnM to light ; 
His love true hatred is, his hatred love ; 
His shop, a pedlar's pack of apish fashion ; 
His honours, pleasures, joys, are all vexation : 
His wages, glorious care, sweiet surfeits^ wooM damnation. 

VIL 
His lib'ral favours, «omplimental arts ; 

His high advancements, Alpine slippVy straits ; 
His smiling glances, death's most pleasing darts j 
And (what he vaunts) his gifts are gilded baits ; 
Indeed be nothing is, yet all appears. 
Hapless earth's happy fools, that know no t^rs ! 
' Who bathes in worldly joys, swims in a world of fears.' 

VIII. 
Pure Essence ! who hast made a stone descry 

^Twixt nature's hid, and check that metal's pride 
That dares aspire to gold's high sovereignty ; 
Ah, leave some touchstone erring eyes to guide. 
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And judge dissemblaaoe! see by lirtiat detlio^y 
Sin with fair gloss -our mole-ey'd m^t Mtieeft, 
Irhat vices virtues seem to most ; and virtues Vtcei* ^. 

IX. i 

Strip thou their meretrieious seendiness, 

And tinfokl gUtt'ring, bare to ev'ry sights 
That we may loath their inward ugtiness ; 
Or else uncloud the soul, whose shady iighi 
Adds a fhir lustre tofsdse earMy Uifts : 
Thine and their beauty difiers but in tUd ; 
Theirs what it is not, seems ; ttdne seems not what it is. 

X. 
Next to the captain, coward * Deilosfej^'4 

Him right before he as his shield projeoidl. 
And following troops to back him as his guard ; 

Yet both his shield and guard (feint heatt) suspected : 
And sending often back hii^ doubtfol eye. 
By fearing, taught unthought-of treachery ; 
So made him enemies, by fearing enmity. 

XI. 
Still did he look for some ensuing cross. 

Fearing such hap as never man befel : ' 

No mean he knows, but dreads each little loSM 
(With tyranny of fear distraught) as Hell. 
His sense, he dare not trust (nor eyes, noreari^) | 
And when no other cause of fright appears, 
Himself he much suspects, aud fears his causeless feari^. 

XII. 
HarnessM with massy steel, for fence not fight ; 

His sword unseemly long he ready drew : 
At sudden shine of his own armour bright. 
He started oft, and stared with ghastly hut : 

« Fearfuln«ft8» 



His shrieks at ev'ry dangf r that appears, 
Shaming the kBight-lUce anas be goodly heaps : / 
His word : ^ Safer^ that aU> thaa he that aothing feaf a** 

xm. 

With hia^ west Doubt, stagg'ring with steps unsure ; 

That every waj^ aad nei^er way incltuM ; 
And fond Distrust^ whom nothing could secure : 
Suspicion lean, as if he ne^er din'd : 

He keeps intelligence hy thousand spies ; 
Argus to him bequeathed his hundred eyes : 
So waking, i^sH he sleeps, and sleeping, wakefiil lies. 

XIV. 

Fond Deilos all i Tolmetes^ nothing fears ; 

Just frights he laughs, all terrors counteth base ; 
And when of danger or sad news he hears, 
He meets the thund'ring fortune face to face : 
Yet oft in words he spends his boisf rous threat ; 
That his hot blood dri?'n from the native seat. 
Leaves his faint coward heart empty of lively heat.f 

XV. 
Himself (^eak help !) was all his confidence ; 

He scorns low ebbs, but swims in highest rises : 
His limbs with arms or shield he would not fence, 
Such coward fashion (fool !) he much despises : 
Ev^n for his single sword the world seems scant ^ 
For hundred worlds his conqu'ring arm could daunt : 
Much would he boldly do ; but, much more baldly vaunt, 

'^ Overboldaess, or fool-hardinass. 

f The philosopher rightly oalUsuch 9^isiffV^it>^Wi Ethic. 3. cap. 7. uot c^nly 
fool-hardy butfaiot-haidy. 
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XVI. 

With him went self-admiring Arrogance ; 

And Brag ; bis deeds without a helper praising ;• 
Blind Carelessness before would lead the dance ; 
Fear stole behind, ihose Taunts in balance paising^ 
Which far their deeds outweigh'd ^ their violence^ 
^Fore danger spent with lavish diffluence. 
Was none^ or weak, in time of greatest exigence. 

XVIL 
As when a fiery courser ready benty 

Puts forth himself as first with swiftest pacei; 
Till with too sudden flash his spirit spent. 
Already fails now in the middle race : 

His hanging crest far from his wonted pride^ 
No longer now obey» his angry guide ; 
Rivers of sweat and blood flow from his gored side. 

XVIIL 
Thus ran the rash Tolmetes, never viewing 

The fearful fiends that duly him attended ; 

Destruction close his steps in post pursuing ; 

Aujfl certain ruin's heavy weights depended 

Over his cursed head ; and smooth-facM Guile, 
That with him oft would loosely play and smile ; 
Till in his snare he locked his feet with treacherous wile; 

XIX, 
Next roarch'd Asotus^., careless, spending, swain ; 

Who with a fork went spreading all around 
What his old sire with sweating toil and pain. 
Long time was raking from his raked ground : 
In giving he observM nor form nor matter. 
But best reward he got, that best could flatterf. 
Thus what he thought to give, he did not give, but scatter « 

♦ Ptgdigality. t Arist Eth. 4» 



Before arrayM ill Sttlto^^todlA l^mi^ei^ 

Deck'd eMH-f^e in 'One dtuAtit and Ui^tmst glfse ; 
But all behind likedf^ctfl^g Slfrv^ry, 
With ragged patct^, r^M^ litid bared ^ftij^, 
His shom^M f^HB^ «hat ^bna the )iftted li^, 
W^e naked left ; (ati, foul inde^^t ^igkt ! ) 
Yet neither could he see, nor IR^ h^ wretched plight. 

His shield presents to' life^ death^s latest rites> 

A sad black h^rse h&fhe tap With «iA>le swninis ; 
Which many idle grdoiiiis w4th1mn<fre^ Kghi^ 

(Tapers, hmps, torches) ^sh^ thh>ugh tt^ piaini 
To eiidle^s darkless ; %tttU i^ Sua*^ Ui^t b^roW^ 
With fiek^ beiam^^ ^u'eneliA^ iStfit sinMihkg: toW, 
And wai^tos ikOc 4dle c^st : the vr6i^, < Ndt %^, Wt sbbW .' 

ixit 

A vagrant roUt (a shoal of tatUin^ daW^) 

Strev^ Win With vaih speht pl^y trs aiid Mfe fey$ ; 
And Flatt'ry to his «ift trfdse curtains draWs, 
Clawing his itcMti^ 1^ With tickling pMlte. r 
Behind fond Pity much his faH lamented. 
And Misety that former Waste n^^ented : 
The usum* fol Us g'oods, jail fdt Ms tiKoAeii iti^arted. 

His steward was his kinsitiaii, Vain l^xpetice, 

Who proudly sttoye la fhattetli ligfat, toH^heW 
Heroic mind in braggart affluehce ; 

So lost his treasure, getting noiiglit in fieti, 
But ostentatibn of a focH^h pride, 
While women fohd, a*ld boys stood ^apin^ Wide'; 
But wis^ met aH his Waste^ and needless dost deridf. 

R 
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XXIV. 

Next Pleonectes* went, his gold admiring, 

His seryanf 9 drudge, slaye to bis basest slaTe ; '^■ 

Never enough, and still too much desiring : 
His gold his god, yet in an iron grave 
^ Himself protects his god from noisome rusting ; 
Much fears to keep, much more to loose tps lusting ; 
, Himself and golden god, and every one mistrusting. 

XXV. 
Age on his hairs the winter snow had spread ; 

That silver badge his near end plainly proves : 
Yet as to earth he nearer bows his headf. 

So loves it more ; for ^ Like his like still loves\ 
Deep from the ground he digs his sweetest gaiq. 
And deep into the earth digs back with pain : 
^rom Hell his gold he brings, and hoards in Hell again, 

XXVI, 
His clothes aU patchM with more than honest thrift, 
And clouted shoes were naiPd for fear of wasting : 
Fasting he prais'd, but sparing was his drift ; 
And when he eats, his food is worse than fasting : 
Thus starves in store, thus doth in plenty pine ; 
And wallowing on his god, his heap of mine. 
He feed^ his fiE|.mishM soul i^ith that deceiving shine, 

xxyii. 

O, hungry metal ! fals^ deceitful ray, 

Well laid'st tbou d^rk, pressed in th'earth's hidden wconb j 
Yet through ouir mother's entrails cutting way, 
We drag thy buried corse from hellish tomb ; 
The merchant from his wife and home departs. 
Nor at the the swelling ocean ever starts ; 
yflal^ death and life a wall of thin planks onlf parts. 

f CoT«tousne8S. f Arisu Etbip^ 
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XXVIII. 

fVho was it firsts that from thy deepei^ cell^ 

With so mmch costly toil and painfal sweaty 
l>urst rob thy palace bord'iing next to Hell ) 
Well may'st thou come from that infernal seai. 
Thou all the world with bell'-black deeps doist filli 
Fbndmen that with such pain do woo your ill ! 
Needless to send for grief, for he is next us stilL 

XXIX. 
His arms wei'e light and cheap, as made to save 

His purse, not limbs; the money, not the man: 
Rather he dies, than spends: his lielmet brave. 
An old brass pot ; breast-plate, a dripping-pan i 
His spear a spit, a pot-lid broad his shield. 
Whose smoky plain a chalk'd Imprese^ fillM ; 
AbagsureseaFd: his^rord, ^ Much better saVd than spilled/ 

XXX. 
By Pl^onectes, shameless Sparing went^ 

Who whines and weeps to beg a longer day ; 
Yet with a thundering voice claims tardy rent ; 
Quick to receive, but hard and slow to pay : 
His care's to lessen cost with cunning base ; 
But when he's forc'd beyond his bounded space, 
lioud would he cry and howlj while others laugh apace. 

XXXI. 
liong after went Pusillusf, weakest heart ; 

Able to serve, and able to command^ 
But thought himself unfit for either part ; 
And now full loth, amidst the warlike band, 
Was hither drawn by force from quiet cell : 
lioneness his Heav'n, and bus'ness was his Hell. 
' A weak distrustful heart is virtue's aguish spell.' 

* It is an emblen or device, with a motto. f Feeble-mindedness. '^ 
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XXXH. 

His goodly anns^. ^im^mOk stmnaefol dii^»« 

Bewray'd thmK iQarteit'& ea»ri, «aiid iwiolbQC^imPff:* 

Such was his mindi^ taintedc^liijidtemi»t(; 

His goodly fgpltaii««tib l^lfe nm ebusm» ; v 

Upon UftsWfjdl waftdfe«ifn liiatitfibfo s9m«fS 

Thai lothtt^ obaiigd luftJpTi&aedf quiet mffB^i 

For gloriouaimft^lilue deeds^ did ccftftgr madm«scfeiiWk 

XXXSXh 
Finely the wiQnhinfittifinm'4 tlif^tmlarai^ pto)lgib< 

Drawn. wtbaaoR ai^d^assii uneq^ jmrt ; 
While he wit^httsyiMOMdibiSiSaltKUdsSi^Wy 
And at tfae>fiBKro|Hf^9ieBdy hik dteicnBi bain 

Did he^ptesftlie^; amd-^Gtaekikrds.ivii^dufl^^, siUli 
Obseim'd^ bisc hmd, guidedfmthioaqrelkl wtll : 
AUoieit'Wafibwmte^^ <rli|%o nothing, dcilt, dt)tb iiotl»9g. HL' 

XXJOV. 
By him went Idleness^ hi9clo1fed>fnend^ 

And Shame vwitfathotb ; M9tb aU^ raigsg^diPosnei^ty^ : 
Behind sure PtuEBshinent did Gio9e.alitQ&d^ 
Waiting awhile .fi(tiopp(H*tunity; 

And talpii^'cptttttiofihiouirsjnispcot^bl vai0^ 
And ^f aces^leat <wiithoiitrr e^tiiyning« gai% . 
PottrMoQAhis^guiltj^corselato gsiisff afid^helpl^fs pain* 

XX3Ly. 
Tbils dull coldeartfa^wkh'^stan^yngtwftteiiftDze ; 

At ease belies to ceiftpreieiiee fdc easei^; 
His soul like Ahaz' dial, wibUe it goesu 

Not forwards postetb backwerd ten^ degveeso: 
^ In's couch^^be's pliawl ^waxi for * fiends ito iSeal >; 

He-never sweats^ but in Ids bed^ of meal^: 
He'd ratber^steal thaii worky and beg thft]i*8tn¥eta CHfeeaL' 

• Ulysses. 
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XX^XrVI/ 

AU opposite^. tbM>g)»t 1»« Hn bvotbc^ were, 

Was Chaunua *y tbai too Ugh himself esteem'd : 
AU things he undertook} nor eould he fear 
His poi^r too weak, or boastoid str^igth misdeeittM ; 
WUbhis omn praiae, like windy bladder blo^wn :" 
His eyes. too^Uttle^ or too much 1h& owa ; 
For known to ail mea weak, was to himsdf unknown^ ^ 

XXXVM. 
Fondly himself with, praiung he^dusprais^d, 

Vaunting hl3 deed&and w<Mrtfa with idle breath ; 
So razM himself, what he himiseHhad.raiB'd 
On's^sihield a.boy thi^at^ia hi^ Pheebus^ deaths 
Aiming^ his arcows at his pux^st light ; 
But sooa tha tUbreed) fir'd with lightning bright. 
Fell idly on the strand : bis. word, ^ Yethigb^ and right.' 

XXXVIII. 
Next braye Philotimust in post did ride : 

Like rising ladders was his climbing mind ; 
His high-flown thoughts had wings of courtly prid^ 
Which by foul rise to greatest height inolin'd ; 
His heart aspiring swellM until it burst : 
But when be gain'd the top, with spite acoursty 
fDo^n would be ftingtbe steps by which he clambered fiiiK^ 

XXXIX. 
His head's a shop furmshM with looms of state : 

His brain'sihe weaver, thoughts are shuttleslight. 
With wfaioh in spite of Heav'n he weaves hisfat^ ; 
Honour, his web : thus works h^ day and nighty 
Till Fate cuts off his thread ; so heapeth sins 
And plagues, nor once enjoys ^e place he wins ; 
But where his old race ends, there his new race begins^ 
* j^rrogancy. ,f The arrogant ai« more stuj^id. Arist Qth. 4. ^Ambitioa. 
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XI,. 

Ah, silly man, ^ho dream'st that honour stands' *^ j 

In ruling oth^s, not thyself ! — ^thy slaves 
Serve thee, and thou thy slaves :-*-itt iron bands 
Thy servile spirit prest with wild passions raves. 
Wouldst thou live honoured, clip ambition^s wing i 
To reason's yoke thy furious passions bring. 
' Thrice noble is the man, who of himself is king.' 

XLI. 
Upon his shield was framM that vent'rous lad. 

That durst assay the Sun's bright flaming team ; 
Spite of his feeble hands, the horses mad 

Fling down on burning Earth the scorching beam ; 
So made the flame in which himself was fir'd ; 
The world the bonfire was, where he expirM : 
His motto written thus, ^ Yet had what hedesir'd/ 

XLII. 
But Atimus^, a careless, idle swain, 

Tho' GHory ofier'd him her sweet embrace. 
And fair Occasion, with little pain 

ReachM him her ivory hand ; but (lozel base !) 
Rather his way, and her fair self declinM ; 
Well did he thence prove his degen'ous mind : 
Base were liis resty thoughts ; base was his dunghill kind. 

XLIII. 
And now by force dragged from the monkish cell. 

Where teeth he only usM, nor hands, nor brains. 
But in^smooth streams, swam down thro' ease to Helt ; 
His work to eat, drink, sleep, and purge his reins. 
He left his heart behind him with his feast : 
His target with a flying dart was dress'd. 
Posting unto his mark ; the word, * I mov« to rest.* 
* Baseness of miod, . 
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XLIV. 

^ext Colax*, all liis words with sugar spices ; 

His servile tongue, base slave to greatness^ name^ 
Huns nimble descant on the plainest vices; 
He lets his tongue to sin^ takes rent of shame ; 
He tempMn^ lies, porter to th' ear resides; 
Like Indian apple, which with painted sides^ 
More dangerous within its lurking poison hides. 

XLV. 
So Echo, to the voice her voice conforming. 

From hollow breast for one will two repay ; 
3o like the rock it holds, itself transforming. 
That subtle fish hunts for her headless prey : 
So crafty fowlers with their fair deceits 
Allure the hungry bird ; so fisher wait^^ 
Tob^t himself lyith gsh, his hook and fish withliaits* 

XLVI, 
JHis art is but to hide, not heal a sore ; 
To nourish pride, to strangle conscience ; 
To drain the rich his own dry pits to store ; 
To spoil the precious soul, to please vile sense ; 
A carrion-crow he is, a gaping grave. 
The rich cpaf s ipoth, the courts bane, trencher^s slave, 
^in's and hell's winning bawd, the DeviFs factMngkoave. 

XLVIL 
^. mist he casts before his patron^s sight. 
That blackest vices never once appear ; 
^ut greater than it is ideems virtue's light ; 
His lord's displeasure is his only fear : 
His clawing lies, tickling the senses frail 
To death, make open way where force would faiL 
f Lesjs hurts ^he lion^s paw, than fox's softest tail>* 
* Plaltery, 
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XLVIII. 

His anns with hundred tongueft were pt)trderM gsty^, 

(The mint cf lies) gilt, fiPd, the «efise to poetise ; 
His sword which itt his mouth dose sheatlied ky, 
Sharper than death, and firam'd to kill trith «fadti. 
Ah, cursed weapon, life with ptea!$ure spilling t 
The Sardoin herb, with many branches filling 
His shield, was his device: the word, * I please in killing/ 

liXIX. 
^ Base.sIaTc ! how crawl'st thou flrom thy dunghill liest. 
Where thou waSt hatched by shame and beggary, 
And perchest in the leam'd and noble breast ? 
Nobles of thee their courtship learti ; of thee 
Arts learn new art their learning to adorti : 
(Ah, wretdied minds !) he is not nobly boftt, 
Nor leamM, that doth not thy ignoble learning scorn* 

L. 
Close to him Pleasing went, iHCh painted ht^. 
And Honour by some hiddeti cunning made ; 
Not Honour's self, but Honour's semblance baSe^ 
For soon it vanishM like an empty shade : 
Behind,' his parents duly him attend ; 
With them he forced is his age to spend ; 
Shame his beginning was, and shame must be his end, 

hi. 
Next foUow'd Dyscolus*, a froward l^ight ; 

His lips all swolPn, and eye-brotvs 6ver bent ; 
With sooty locks, swart lodks, and scowling sight ; 
His face a tell-tale to his foul intent : 

He nothing likM, of prals'd ; but repTehende^ 
What every one beside himsdf commended. 
/* Humours of tongues imposthum^d, purged with shame, ar^ 
mcnde4' 

* Moros«iMes»} 



His mouth a peis'noiiB quiver, ^«re be ^dk•. 

Sharp vaiom^d arrows, wjbichhia bi<akc toogue^ 
With squibs, eu^s, jests, iintQ thdr objeets^ guides^ ; 
Nor fears he gods on Eavth, or Hea^'a to Htro^g : 
Upon his shiel4 was iaiily cbrawn^t^^ s's'^t, 
A rag^g^ dog fodmiag wk wrath and spite : 
The word to his device, ^ Impartial ail I bite/ 

IXil. 
Gelojos^ next encfuM, a merry Greeks 

Whose life was laugbi^yain, andmiirtli misplac'd ; 
His speech^ broad, to sbanae the n^odest cb^el^ ; 
Ne car'd he whom, ^ wheo, or bow ^ifisrao^d ; 
Saltt, ronnd aboo^ kie ftumg upon tiie msA \ 
If in his way hia iri^od osr father stwd^ 
His father and Us fnenfd he spreads wUh oai^elfas hwdi 

UV. 
His foul jests, steep'd add dfow«Min taufbiWr vain 

And rotten speech, (ah !) was not wirl)^ Wt WftiveM*: 
His armour eraokliag thoffus aU flaming Main 
With gol4en firea (emblem of foppsh giMi^s) : 
Upon his shield two lailghi»g lools you sef , 
(In number he the third, $rst in degree) 
At which himself would laugh, and fleer : his word, ^ We 

liV, [tl^•ee.• 

And after Agrios ]:, a suUen swftip. 

All mirth that in himself and others hated ; 
J)ull, dead, and leaden, was his cheerless vein^ 

His weary sense he never recreated ; 
^ And now he marched as if he somewhat dreamed ; 

All honest joy, but madness he esteem'd ; 
Refreshing's idleness ; but sport, he folly deem'd. 
♦ M«d laughter, Eccles. ii. 2, f Wit. J Rusticity, or sar^irenei s. 

s 
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LVL 

In's aims, his mind the workman fit expressed, 

Which all with quenched lamps, but smoking yet 
And foully stinking, were full quaintly dressM 
To blind, not light the eyes, to choke, not heat ; 
Upon Iiis shield a heap of fenny mire. 
In flags and turfs (with suns yet never drier) 
Did smoth'ring lie, not bum : his word, ^ Smoke without 

LVII. [fire,^ 

Last Impudence, whose never-ehanging face 

Knew but one colour ; with some brass-brow'd lie, 
And laugliing loud she drowns her just disgrace : 
About her all the fiends in armies fly : 

Her feather'd beaver sidelong cockM, in guise 
Of roaring boys ; set look, with fixed eyes 
iOut-looks all shame-facM forms, all modesty defies, 

LVIII. 
And as her thoughts, so arms all bladL as Hell, 

Her brazen shield two sable dogs adorn. 
Who each at other stare, and snarl, and swell : 
Beneath the word was set, < All change I scorn.^ 
But if I all this rout in foul array 
Should muster up, and place in battle Vay, 
Too long yourselves and flocks my tedious song would stay, 

LIX. 
The ag^d day grows dim, and homeward calls : 
The setting Sun (man'ts state describing well) 
jPalls when he rises, rises when he falls ; 
So we by falling rose, by rising fell. 
The gloomy cloud of night 'gin» softly creep, : 
And all our world with sable tincture steep : 
jlome now ye shepherdrswains ^ \iQme txqyf fp^ love^ 
sheep.'* 
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CANTO IX. 

I. 

JL HE bridegroom Sun, yrho late the earth espdusM^ 

L^tes his star-chamber ; early in the east 
iSe shook his sparkling looks, head lively rous'd. 
While Mom his couch with blushing roses drest ; 
His shines the Earth soon latchtto gild her flowers i 
Phosphor his gold-fleec'd drove folds m theit boVrs^ 
Which aU the night had graz -d about th* Olympic tow'rsi 

II. 
The cheerful lark^ mounting fi^om early bed, 

With sweet salutes awakes the drowsy light j 
The Earth she left, and up to HeaVn is fled i 
There chants her Maker's praises out of sight. 
Earth seams a mole-hill, men but ants to be ; 
Teaching the proud, thai soar to high degree, 
The further up they climb, the less they seem and seci 

IIL 
The shepherds met, and Tbomalin began *, 

Young Thomalin, whose notes and silver stringf 
Silence the rising lark, and falling swan : 

**' Come Thirsil, end thy lay, and cheerly sing J 
Hear'st how the larks give welcome to the day, 
Temping their sweetest notes unto thy lay ; 
Up then, thou loved swain ; why dost thou longer stay ?*^ 

IV. 
^^ Well sett'st thou, friend, the lark before miae eyeS| 

Much easier to hear than imitate : 
Her vrings lift up her notes to lofty skies ; 
But me a leaden sleep, and earthly state, 
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Down to the centre tie with captive string : 

Well might I folio^fh^e her tiote and wing ; 

Singing she lofty mounts : ah ! mounting should I sing ? 

V. 

Oh, thtardMad'Kuigof that hdroiCfbMd ! 

Which by thy^powV/bfftlsbftekthe^eih^idb eipi^tei^ 

Rescuing jtM&atate froto defatk^mdhaSf^iKmiaflfndr; — 

Tell me di^ad>K^^ ! ^whitt are tbose warUke^nigbta^ ? 

W^tot foi^ce ?^h«.t:MHis ? ^tcheve Ites tbetr stflei^tb's in- 

Tltttrtbougktsk^fefr in oftiteb^, 'i^eyer eease [crease, 

To4c!eepythi6r8»i%^d towft, fgsiiiMt nUmibersiiualbeil^ss ?. 

VI. 

The first comniaflid^rsfin 'thi^holyitcwi 

Leaders torall' the wteif an anOient pair ^ 

Long since suteliBkMwwediock^9:sweete0tcbain^; 

His namie SpirttOy <she -Uramafair : 

Fair had she beeh, ' and full of Heavenly ,gi?ace, 

And he4n yMth-a mi^iiy «wairrior WM, . 

Both now more £air and sti^oag, nihidh pror'd their heavenly 

race. 

VII. 

His arms, with flaming tongues all sparkled bright, 

Bright flaming tongues, in divers sections parted ; 

His piercing sword, edgM with their fiery lights 

'Twixt bones and marrow, «oul and spirit disparted*. 

Upon his shield was drawn a glorious Dove, 

'Gainst whom the proudest eagle dares not move ; 

61itf ring in b^ams : his word, * Conqu'ring by peace an<I 

love.* 

VIII. 

Bat she Amazon-like, in azure arms, 

Silver'd With stars, and gilt with sunny rays * 

* Hcb, iv. 12. 



Her Mighty 'fipouie in fi^t» smdrfierce akrio^ 

Attends, .and^^uab m.theae bloody frays ; 
* And'Ontber'slikld a heav^qly glpbe (displayipg 

The coneteUationS) .lower bodies ^swaying, 
Sway'd by the higher) she bore : her word, ^ J rttle4beyi|9g.* 

IX 
About themvewaimfd. their .firuitful progtay ; 

A heavenly offspring of a heaV nly bed : 
Wellmottght you' in their looks* his stoutness see, 
With hersureet igraces. lovely tempered. 
^Fit youths they secoi^dtoplay in Princes hall, 
(But, ib! long.sinoetheythenoe were banishM''^ all) 
Or sbaie in''gUtt'nngaiqQas, when need fierce, war doth o«U. 

X. 
The first in order (nor in worth the last) 

Is Knowledge, dtfawn from peaoe, .and Muse^s spring, 
Where shaded4n fair Sinai- s groves, his taste 

He feasts with words, and works of Jbteay'nly king ; 
But now to bloody field is fully bent : 
Yet strll he seem'd to study as he went : 
-His arms cat ^1 in book^ ; strong shield slight papers leifft<. 

XI. 
His glittering armour shinM like burning day, 

GarniishM with golden suns and radiant flow'rs ; 
Whichturn their ^bending heads to Phoebus^> ray. 
And when he falls, shnt up their leafy bowVs : 
Upon his shield the silver Moon did bend 
Her horned bow, and round her arrows spend t 
'His word in silver wrote, * I borrow what I lend*' 

XII. 
oAU that he saw, all that he heard, were»bad(s, 
In which he read and learn'd bis Maker's will : 

* Canto !?• BtoDza 8. 
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Most on his word, yet much on HeaVn he looks, 
And thence admires with praise the workman^s skili/ 
Close to him went still-musing Contemplation, 
That made good use of ills by meditation ; 
So to him ill itself was good, by strange mutation : 

XIII- 
And Care*, who never from his sides would part^ 

Of Knowledge oft the ways and means inquiring, 
To practise what he leam'd from holy art ; 
And oft with tears, and oft with sighs desiring 
Aid from that SovVeign Guide, whose ways so steeps 
Though fain he would, yet weak, he could not keep i 
But when he could not go^ yet forward would he creep* 

XIV- 
Next Tapinusf, whose sweet, tho* lowly grace. 

All other higher than himself esteem'd ; 
He in himself prizM things as mean and base, 
^ Which yet in others great and glorious seem'd :' 
All ill due debt, good uildeserv'd he thought j 
His heart a low-roof 'd house, but sweetly wrought^ 
Where God himself would dwell, though he it dearly bought^ 

XV. 
Honour he shuns, yet is the way unto him; 

As hell, he hates advancement won vrith bribes ; 
But public place and charge, are forced to woo him ; 
He good to grace, ill to desert ascribes *. 
Him (as his Lord) contents a lowly room. 
Whose first house was the blessed virgin's womb^ 
The next a cratch, the third a cross, the fourth a tomb/ 

XVI. 
So choicest drug^ in meanest shrubs are found ; 
So precious gold in deepest centre dwells ; 
* S Cor.vii. 11. What earefHlaofij)^ &c, f ]lHniiltty# 
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So sweetest viUets trail on lowly ground 5 
So ridiest pearls lie closM in vilest shells : 
So lowest, dales we let at liighest rates ; 
So creeping strawberries yield daintiest cates. 
The Highest highly loves the low, the lofty hates, 

XVII. 
Upon his shield was drawn that shepherd lad, 

Who with a sling threw down faint Israel's fears ; 
And in his hand his spoils and trophies glad, 

The monster's sword and head, he bravely bears : 
Plain in his lovely face you might behold 
A blushing meekness met with courage bold : 
^ Little, not little worth,' was fairly wrote in gold* 

XVIII. 
With him his Idnsman both in birth and nsmac^ 
Obedience, taught by many bitter show'rs 
|n humble bonds his passions proud to tame. 
And low submit unto the higher pow'rs : 
But yet no servile yoke his forehead brands ; 
For tied in such a holy service bands. 
In this Obedience rules, and serving thus commands. 

XIX. 
By them went Fido*, marshal of the field : 

Weak was his mother when she gave him day ; 
And he at first a sick and weakly child. 
As e'er wjth tears welcom'd the sunny ray : 
Yet when more years afibf d more growth and might| 
A champion stout he was, and puissant knight^ 
^s ever came in field, or shone in armour bright^^ 

/^o may we see a little lionet, 

Wh(en newly whelpt^ a weak and te^der thing, 

* Faith. 
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DespisM by ev'ry beast ; hvtt wasen gireat^ 
When fuller times, fidl streng€h<«tnd ecmrage bring ; 
The beasts all croodhing low, their king adore^ 
And dare not see what they contemn'd before : 
The trembling forest ({oakes at Ms affKgHifed' roar. 

XXI. 
DIonntains he ffings in seas witjk mighty hand ; 

Stops and tirrns baek the Sun's impetuous coitfSi&; 
Nature breaks nature^s laws at his eomnand ; 
No force of HeM or Hea:^^ withstands kifi force : 
Events to come yet many ages h^M«^ 
He present makes, by woncUrous phreseiettc^ ; 
Proving the stenses blind, by being blind to $en«e. 

XXII. 
His sky- like arms, dyM all in blue and whiie^ 
And set with golden sto^ tl^t flamed wide ; 
His shield invisible to niOTtal sight. 
Yet he upon it easily desmed 
The lively semblance of hid dying Lord, 
Whose bleeding side witiii wicked steel was gor^d; 
Which to his fainting spirits oew courafge woidd affinrd. 

xxni. 

strange was the force of that enchanted shield. 

Which highest pow'rs to it from Heav'n im|)art : 
For who could'bear it well, and rig^ly wield, 
It sav*d from sword, and Spear, and poison'd dart ; 
Well might he slip, but yet not wholly foil : 
No final loss his courage might appal ; 
Growing moi*e sound by \tOttnd, and rising by his fall. 

xxrv. 

So some have feigned that Tellus* giant son, 

Drew manj liew-bo^n lite^ from hfis dead m<^h^ ; 
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Another rose aasotoafij cM Waft AoM^ 
An^tmMt]^ Ibii^ yetslilbrMfattifflrd'a&Otlier : 
Forwheilko-fieUi^ atodildsft^dfh^banrisn heUtfi^ 
Hi^ >)l!«tfct ilttrw^tui^'d 9aeeM»vebi<eatt'; 
Mdthon^ffaersdfwa^dead^ yet^ranftottMUttft^cnaddalS. 

With lum his ]iiir#e> went oupefol Aeoe^ ; 

WhosehMidv-fiitft^from his motMer^s woMlrdid'take Um^ 
And ever since ha^ fosieif d tendepljf : 
She never H^ght, the neMr would forsake- hitt ;' 
And'fa» her lOT^dagain Withrmatual band* : 
For by her needful help he oft did stand. 
When else he siooa would fiadl andfaU in tfaefoe liien's Uand( 

XXVI. 
With bothy sweet Meditation eY(H-.^pac*d, 

His nurse's daughter, and his foster-sister ; 
Dear as his soul, he in his soul her plac'd. 
And oft embraced, andoft by stealth he kissed her : 
For shoihad taught him 1^ her silent talk 
To tread the safe ; and dang'rous ways to balk r 
Ajid brought his God with him, him with his God to waUu 

XXVII. 
Behind him Penitence did sadly go. 

Whose cloudy dropping eyes were ever raining ; 
Her swelling tears, which, e'en in ebbing flow. 
Furrow her cheeks, the sinful puddles draining.: 
Much seem'd she in her pensive thought molested, 
And much* the Blocking world her soul infested ; 
More she the -jiiateful world, and most herself detested; 

XXVIII. 
She was the object of lewd men's disgrace, 

The.squint«ey'd wtie*mouth'd scoffof carnal hearts^; 

* Heariflf . 

T ' 
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Yet smiling BTeav'n deK^is to kiss tier face, 
And ivith his blood God bathes her painful smactt r 
Affliction's iron flail her soul had thrash'd ; 
Sharp circumcision's knife her heart had slash'd^ 
Yet was it angers wine that in' her eyes was mash'd* . 

XXIX. 
With her a troop of mournful grooms abiding, 

Help with their sullen blacks their mistress'' woe ; 
Amendment still (but his own faults) chiding; 
And Penance armM with smarting whips did ge : 
' Then sad RemcHrse came sighing all the way ; 
Last Satisfaction, giving all away : 
Much surely did he owe, much more he would repay. 

XXX. 
Next went Elpinus*, clad in sky-like blue; 

And through his arms few stars did seem to peep,. 
Which there the workman's hand so finely drew. 
That rock'd in clouds they softly seem to sleep : 
His rugged shield was like a rocky mould, 
On which an anchor bit with surest hold : 
^ I hold by bfeing Held,' was written round in goM» 

XXXI. 
Nothing so cheerful was his thoughtful face, 

As was his brother Fido's : — ^fear seem'd dwell 
Close by his heart ; his colour chang'd apace, 
And went, and came, that sure all was not well : 
Therefore a comely maid did oft sustain 
His fainting steps, and fleeting life maintain : 
PoUicitaf^ she lights, whichne'er could lie or feign. 

XXXII. 
Next to Elpinus march'd his brother Love ; 

Not that Great Love which cloth' dliis Godhead bright 
* Hope. f Promise. 
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With rags ef flesh, aii4 now again above 

Hath'dress'd his flesh in Hear'n's eternal light : 
Much less the brat of that false Cyprian dame. 
Begot by froth, and ire, in bed of shame, 
And how burns idle hearts sweltering in lustful flame. 

XXXIII. 
But this from Heav.'n brings his immortal race. 
And nurs'd by Qratitude whose careful arms 
Xiong held, and hold him still in kind embrace : 
But train'd to daily wars, and fierce alarms, 
.He grew to wondrous strength, and beauty^ rar^ : 
Next that God Love, from whom his offiiprings are. 
No match in Earth, or Hea^'n may with this Love oomp§ir^« 

. XXXIV. 
His page, who froni his side might never move, . 
Remembrance, on him waits ; in boolf^s reciting 
The famous passion of that highest.Love, 

His burning zeal to greater flame exciting : . . 

Deep would he sigh, and seem empa^sionM sore. 
And oft with tears his backward heart deplore. 
That loying all he could, he lovM that Love no move. 

XXXV. 
Yet sure he truly lov'd, and honogr'd dear 

That glorious Name ; which when, or where he spy^d 
Wrong'd, or in hellish speech blasphemM did hear. 
Boldly the rash blasphemer he defied. 
And forced him eat the words he foully spa^e ; 
But if for Him, he grief or death did take, 
That grief he counted joy, and death, life for hi9 sake. 

XXXVI. 
His glittering arms, dress'd all with fiery hearts 
Seem'd burn in chaste desire ^nd he^^v'nly flamf( : 
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And on bis shield kkid JmmHmui impHrte 
To his soul's fimod, iiis robM, mnd {iriMelir«uw, 
And Jdofjly iiu^ne, ^rfaich aiortols «o 4dooe : 
And round aiboui was writ io golden ore, 
' WeUimgllt4ie«ii7e<fa»iB all, 4haig«mlHe Ufe^before.-^ 

XXKVH. 
These led the Taigvard; andahuodred^Boe 

FillM up the empty 4raiiiw wkh erder'd 'tr^4 
But finit in middlewavd did justly go 
In goodly ams a freA and lovely Swain^ 
Vaunting iiimself Le^*« twin^ hut yonger liroither ; 
Wdlflftougiititfae, fere*en<i|mr^«^rynoihar 
With f^leasmg errour oft .inistook one for the other. 

XKXVIII. 
As when fair Pavia ga^e tbst golden ball, 

A thousand doubts ran in bia atagg^riag bnsaat : t 
AU lik'd him well, Ma would he give k aH : 
Each better aaeoM, and atiU the last seaaw beat : 
Doubts eiFer newhis reaching hand defanrM : 
The more he looks the move his judgment err*d : 
So she first this, tbm that, theanone, thenboth paderr^d,, 

XKXIX. 
Like them, their armour aeem'd full near of kis : 

In this they only diffin* ; th^ elder bent 
His higher soul to HeaVn ; the younger twin 
'Mongst mortals here his Ioto and kindness spent ; 
Teaching (strange alchymy) to get a living, 
By selling lands, and to grow rich by ginng ; 
By emptying filling bags, so Heav'n by Earth ^^MemBg^ 

XL. 
About him troopM the poor with numerous trains, 
Whom he with tender care and large expei|ee, 
• Charity. 
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with kindest woidi md soMovr entertainfl; 
Ne looks for thanks, xur^hiaks jof fttoompeaces 
His 4Pipdrobe.sen^ ittfiloflie the naked stde. 
And shcMQelid piurts ofhrnned iiodies Jude ; 

IfottMrdotheslieiaek'^, his owaJiesrould divide. 

To rogues, his gate was dint ; hui. openlay 

Kindly the wenry tra¥;eUer iaf!ritiiig : 
Oft therefore angels, Md in mortal daf , 
And God hitnself in his £pee cpofs deligbting, 
.Lowly to Tisit him woidd not disdain, 
And in his nanrow cabin oft remain ; 
Whom Heer'n and fiarth, and ail the world cannot contain* 

KLII. 
His table still was fiU'.d with whoksome meai, 

Not to provoke, but fttiet appetite ; 
And round about the hmgvy freely eat, 
With plenteous eates cheering their feeble sprite : 
Their earnest tows broke open Heaven's wide door ; 
That not in vain sweet plenty cvermoM 
With gracious eye looks down «pon hi* blessed store. 

XLUI. 
Behind attend him in an uncouth-^wise 

A troop with little caps and shaded head ; 
Such whilome was enfranchised bondmen's dvess, . 
New freed from cruel masters* servile dread : 
These had he lately bought from captiTc chain ; 
Hence they his triumph •smg with joyful strain. 
And on his head due praise, and thousand blessings rain. 

KLi¥. 
He was a father to the fatterless. 
To widows he auppHy'd a hmsband'a care ; 
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Nor would he heap up woe to thor distress. 
Or by a guardian^s name their state impair ; 
But rescue them from strong oppressors might : 
Nor doth he weigh the great man's heavj spite ; 

* Who fears the hi^st Judge, need fear no mortal wight,* 

XLV. 
Once ev'ry week he on his progress went. 

The sick to visit, and those meagre swains, 
Who all their weary life in darkness spent, 
Clogg'd with cold iron, prcss'd with heavy chains : 
He hoards not wealth for his loose heir to spend it^ 
But with a willing hand doth well expend it. 
< Gold then is only good which to our God we lend iV 

XLVI. 
And when the dead by cruel tyrant's spite. 

Lie out to ravenous birds and beasts exj^'d. 
His yeamful heart pitying that wretched sight, 
In seemly graves their weary flesh enclos'd. 
And strew'd with dainty flow'd the lowly hearse ^ 
Then all along the last words did rehearse, 
Bidding them softly deep in his sad sighing verse. 

XLVII. 
So once that royal maid* fierce Thebes beguil'd. 
Though wilful Creon proudly did forbid her ; 
"Her brother from his home and tomb e^pl'd, 

(Whilst willing night in darkness safely hid her) 
She lowly laid in earth's all-cov^ing shade : 
Her dainty hands (not us'd to such a trade) 
She with a mattock toils and with the weary spade. 

XLVIIl. 
Yet feels she neither sweat, nor irksome pain, 
Till now his grave was fully finished ; 

♦ Antigone flaaghter of Oedipus, contrary to t^e edict of Creon, buti^ 

Poly«ices. 
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Then on his wounds her cloudy eyes 'gin rain, 
^o wash Uie guilt painted in bloody red : 
And falling down upon his gored side, 
With hundred varied plaints she often cry'd, 
« Oh, had I died for thee, or with thee might have diedi* 

XLIX. 
Ay me ! my ever wrongM and banish'd brother, 

How can I fitly thy hard fate deplore, 
Or in my breast* so just complaining smother ? 
To thy sad chance what can be added more ? 
Exile thy home, thy home a tomb the grave : 
Oh, no ! such little room thou must not have ; 
But for thy banish'd bones, I (wretch) must steal a grave.' 

L. 
But whither, Wofal maid, have thy complaints 
With fellow-passion drawn my feeling moan ? 
But thus this Love deals with those murder'd saints ; 
Weeps with the sad, and sighs with those that groan. 
But now in that beech grove we'll safely play, 
And in those shadows mock the boiling ray ; 
Which yet increases more y^ih the decreasing day." 
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CANTO X. 

r. 

H?IEB skepherdB^ to t&e wovdy iMMtr ^iimd^dwy 

Where' hillock seats, sfia^detf^yield a canopy ; 
YHiose top mth^ violets dy'^ aM in bi«e, 
Might seem to make a^Uttte aanii^ sky : 
And that round Mil, wUiohlliei^ we^H^adififitaftitldtfM^ 
A lesser Adfts seett^d^ ifbose neck i^ttstkin'd 
The weight of all the lfiMtVn»> which soft \as rihmlder» 

pained. 

II. 

And here and there sweet prinlrose scattered, 

Spangling the blue, fit constellations ndahe : 

Some broadly flanung^ their fair oofours- spread-;. 

Some other wink'd, a» yeit but half awake : 

Fit were they plac'd, and- set in order due : 

Nature seemM work by; apt> so lively time 

A little Ileav'n on Earth^inf narrow spMe she drei^^ 

III. 

Within this earthly Heaven the shepherds play. 

The time beguiling, and the parching light ; 

Till the declining Sun, and elder day 

Abate their flaming heat, and youthful might : 

The sheep had left their shades, to mind their meat^ 

Then all returning to their former seat, 

Thirsil again began his weary song repeat. 

IV. 

^^ Great pow'r of Love ! vrith what commanding firo 

Dost thou enflame the world's wide regiment. 

And kindly heat in every heart inspire ! 

Nothing is free from thy sweet government : 



t^ish burn id fetesid ; hkiHiSy bii'ds thy w'(^kj[)6tis |)roTe ; 
By thee dead €^B^Am^k dtid hdat'ns inoV^ ; 
Which Toid of d^ns^ itself, i^t are Adt Void of I6^e. 

V. • 

But those twin LbVed, iHrtdc^i bbia th jr s^s 6f lighi 

To us on Earth derive tli^ir tes^if i^trdahis^ ' • 

Though Ih flidt force ih^y sh^W itiy i¥dndrotid mighi^ 
On thee reflecting bstck their ^Ibtlous b^atni^ ; 
Yet here eticountdrM i^iih k6 mighty fee, 
Had need bbth amiM and surely gudrde^ go :' 
But most tiiy b^lpi they need ; do ndi thy heffpi foreslow« 

VI. 
Next to the younger Love, Itenu** W6iil, • 

Whose hoary head prdclaifii'd his wintfei* dg;e i \ ^ ' 
His spring iri ihany battl^^ had h6 spent ; 

diit nbff alf Weapons cfa^iigM fol* Cbilnsel i^age. 
ilis heavy SwoM (the witness 6f his nii^t) 
Upoh a loped tree he idly pight ; 
There hid ih qijdet sheath, sleeps ii in endless night. -^ 

VII. 
Patience his shield had lent to ward his breast, 

Whose golden plain three olive branches dress t 
The word in letters larger Vras fair expressed, 

* Thrice happy author of a happy peace,* 

Rich plenty yields him powV, pow'r stores his will i 
Will ends in works, good works his treasures fill : 
fiarth^s slavet Heaven's heir heis ; — as God, pays goodfor ill« 

VIII. 
By him Andreos:|: pacM, of middle age. 

His mind as far from rashness, as from fears ; 
Hating base thoughts, as much as desperate rage : 
The world^s loud thund'rings he unshaken hears : 

* peaceableness. f Matt. v. 9. ^ Fortitude^ 

u 
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Nor vfill he death or Hie, or se^ or fly^ 
Ready for both.— He is- as cowardly 
Who longer fears to livb, as he \f ho fears to die. i 

IX. 
Worst was his civil war, where des^dly fought 
He with himself, till passioo yields or dies-; 
All heart and hand,, no tongue y not grim, but stout : 
His warmth had counsel in*t ; bis fury> eyes ; 
His rage well tempered is : no fear caii daunt 
His reason > but cold blood is yaliant i 
Well may he strengtii in death ; but never courage want. 

X. 
But like a mighty rock, whose unmovM sides 
The hostile sea assaults with furious wave^ 
And 'gainst his head the boistVous north- wind rides ; 
Both fight^ and storm, and swell, and roar^ and rave ; 
Hoarse surges drum, loud blasts thieir trumpets strain ; 
Th* heroic cliff laughs at their frustrate pain ; 
Waves scatterM, drop in tears, winds broken, whining plain^. 

XI. 
Such was this knight's undaunted constancy y 

No mischief weakens his resolved mind : 
None fiercer to a stubborn enemy ; 
But to the yielding none more sweetly kind. 
His shield an even ballast ship embraves. 
Which dances light, while Neptune wildly rayes : 
His word was this, ^ I fear but Heaven, nor winds nor waveSk* 

XII. 
.And next Ma^rothumusf, whose quiet face 

No cloud of passion ever shadowed ; 
Nor could hot anger reason's rule displace, . 
Purpling the scarlet cheek with fiery red : 
»• i. c. complaia., f Loag-«iffcriD|f. 
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Nor coiddrevenge/cladin a deadly -white. 
With hidden malice eat his Texed sprite. 
Por iU, he good repa/d, und love exehang'd for spite. 

XIII. 
Was neyer yet a more undaunted spirit ; 

Yet, most him deem'd a base and timVoHS «wain ; 
Sut he wel| weighing his own strength andmrnt^ 
The greatest wrong could wisely entertain. 
Nothing resisted his commanding spear : 
Yielding itself to him a winning were ; 
And though he died, yet dead, he rose a conqueror. 

XIV. 
fiis nat'ral force beyond all nature stretched : 
Most strong he is, because he will be weak : 
And happy most, because he Can be wretched. 

Then whole iand spund, when he himself doth break ; 
R^oicing^ most^ when most he is tormented : 
In greatest discontents he rests contented : 
By conqaering himself, all conquests he prevented. 

XV. 
His rocky arms of massy adament, 

Safely could back rebut the hardest blade ; 
His skin itself could any weapon daunt, 

Of such strange mould and temper was he made : 
Upon his shield a palm-tre^ still increased. 
Though many weights its rising arms depress'd: 
His word was ^ Rising most, by being mo^t oppress^.* 

XVI. 

Next him Androphilus^, whose sweetest mind 
'Twixt mildness tempered, and low courtesy, 

C!ould cease as soon to be, as not be kind : 
j^hurlish despite ne*er lookM from his calm eye, 

^ Gentlencsv, ot^omUsj, ' 



Much le^ijf (M»^flft^4^4 jn bis 8^\fi ^eV* * 

To basest,9|pp fs^x loqk* )ie wo^ld u»p^ ; 

Nor co\||4 Ih^ fjhct^ ^) Aongli^i i» cp^mrtiff ^<4l ajrf* 

His enemies knew 11^4 bpw tP d^^PPW^^d h^iQ ; 

All 94^9 4(P»€iy tev^iJ ; £(41 f %pi5'raus Sp?te, 
And Tile ^^§^(199 ff^jpi Wftuld r«pr0bpp4 ^ ; 
And oft in y^i,^ i^ipi ^^i|ie ti^y ?Iose)]c (lite, 
As popular, ^^4 Mi^x^ apcusVpf '. 
But he such ^fi«h pffif^ nai^ r^fiff igg^ 
Can eaii'ly %^t feif ^WWiE^ from %ir W?^ ^fV^g^e® olmsi^ig, 

xym. 

His arms were ir^4 ipto a gUtf ri^g Wgkt, 

Whose sablp gp^^a Witt stars ^U 8pfLngle4 vd^t . 
Afford ttie weftry tr^y^U^? p|i§er&d light, 
Anct tP hi* hwm hii erring 6M>tst.ep8 guide : 
Upon hii MttTOt shifdd t¥e iv artmep fine 
Had drawn the Sun^ ^ho^e ey^ did n^V r^me 
To look TO g«j»4 and ill : bis woird, ' Tp aUI shine.* 

XIX. 
Fair Virtue, where stay' sjt thou in poor ^xile. 

Leaving thq court from whence thou tqoK'st thy name I 
While in thy place is itept disd^i^g vU?, 
And flattery, bas^ son of need and sb^me ; 
And with tb^m surly acQir!9t> %9d bataful prid^ ; 
Wbos^ ^tigci^l fa^ false colours dy'4» 
Whi^ mar# di^pilayh^ sh^me, thap loathsome foulness hide^ 

Late, there thofl llved^t with a gentle swaiQ, 

(As gentle swain as evf^r Uyed there) 
Wbo lodg'd thee in bis heart, and all thy tr^in, 

Where buudred other §r*c^ j^u^rter'd if cr^ ; ^ 



But he^ aias ! uptimtly <i^4 imi ffoiie, 
Leavef us to rue his dfaUi, m4 tW to mpan^ 
That few w^e ey^ bu^ ; 8Jid iK>i¥ those i^yf fire |U)9f^ 

XXI. 
By him the stout Encrates* 1^el41y we^t, 

Assailed oft by mighty eBemi^y 
Which all on him aloue their gpite mi^^Qt ; 
For he whole annies single h^ld defies ; 
With him nor mig^t^ nor eunniag slights preTi^l ; 
All force on him they try^ all forces fail : 
Yet still aassul him hesb, yet vainly still assail. 

XXII. 
i9is body fuU of Tigour, full of health ; ' 

His table fe#B not lust, but Strength and need : 
FuU stor'd with plenty^ not by heaping wealth. 
But topping rfink desires, whi^h vai^ exce^ : 
On's shield a hand from Hc^t'u a prchard dre^sipg^ 
Pruning superfluous bought the trees oppressing ; 
So adding fruit : his word, ' By le^ening iporeasing/ 

xxm. 

Sis settled mind was written in his face : 

For on his forehead cheerful gravity ^ 

False joys and. apish vanities doth chase : 
And watchful care did wake ia either eye. 
His heritance he wo^ld n<rt lavish sell 
Nor yet his treasure hide by npighVring {{ell : 
But well he ever spent, what he bad gotten welL 

XXIV. 
A lovely pair of twim^ olosM either sidi^ : 

Not those in HeavNi, the flew'ry QeminieSt 
Are half so lovdy bright s the one hi&l bride, 
Agneiaf chasl^ was JMu'dia {lynaen's ties, 

f Temperance. f Cluuitity ia the married. 
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And love, as pure ^s Heavens oonjunctioii ; 
Thus she was his, and he her flesh and bone: 
So were they two to sight ; in truth entirely one. 

XXV. 
XJpon her arched brows, unarmed Love 
Triumphing sat in peaceful victory ; 
And in her eyes thousand chaste graces move. 
Checking vain thoughts vrith awful majesty : 
Ten thousand moe her fairer breast contains ; 
Where quiet meekness every ill restrains. 
And humbly subject spirit by willing service reigns. 

XXVI. 
Her sky-like arms glittered in golden beams, 

And brightly seemM to flame with burning b^rts : 
The scorching ray with his reflected streams 
Fire to their flames, but heavenly fire imparls : 
Upon his shield a pair of turtles shone ; 
A lovely pair, still coupled, ne'er alone : 
Her word, ^ Though one when two, yet either two^ or n<me»* 

XXVII. 
With her, her sister went, a vrarlike Mai<}, 
Parthenia ^, all in steel and gilded arms ; 
In needle's stead, a mighty spear she swayM, * , 

With which in bloody fields and fierce alarms. 
The boldest champion she down would bear^ 
And like a thunderbolt wide passage tear. 
Flinging all to the earth with her enchanted spear, 

XXVIII. 
Her goodly armour seem*d a garden green. 

Where thousand spotless lilies freshly blew ; 
And on her shield the lone bird might be seen^ 
Th* Arabian bird, shining in colours n#w ; i 

* CbMtity in the sioglev -* 
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lUelfunto itself was only mate; 
Ever the same, but new in newer date : ■ , 
And undemeatb was writ ^ Suoh is chaste single states* 

XXIX- 
Thus bid inarms ibe seem'd a goodly knight, 

And fit for any warlike ex^cise : 
But when she list lay down her armour bright, 
And back resume her peaceful maiden's guise ; 
The fairest Maid she was, that ever yet 
PrisonM her locks within a golden net, 
Or let them waving hang, with roses fair beset. 

XXX. 
Choice njrmph ! the crown of chaste Diana's train, 

Thou beauty's lily, set in heay'nly earth ; 
Thy fair's unpattern'd, all perfection stain : 
Sure Heav'n with curious pencil at thy birth 
In thy rare face her own full picture drew : 
It is a strong verse here to write, but true, 
Hyperboles in others, arebut half thy due. 

XXXI. 
Upon her forehead Love his trophies fits, 

A thousand spoils in silver arch displaying ; 
And in the midst himself full proudly sits. 
Himself in awful majesty arraying : 
Upon her brows lies his bent ebon bow, 
And ready shafts : deadly those weapons show ; 
Yet sweet the death appeared, lovely that deadly blow. 

XXXII. 
nnd at the foot of this celestial frame. 

Two radiant stars, than stars yet better being, 
^Endu'd with living fire, and seeing flame ; 

Yet with Heav'ns stars in this too ne^r agreeing ;, 
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They timely warmth, ih^ttseltes not tvaftti, itii^pirfe| 
These kindle tllousaitd hearts tcith hdt deslf e, 
Andbartling all they see, fe^l in th^thselt^d no At^, 

XXXIlI. 
Ye matchless stars (yet each th6 orfllet^s rti2tt6h) 
Heav'ns richest diamonds^ det itt amel i^hit^ 
From whose bright spheres ftll grace the graces catch 
And will not move but by your loadstars brighi ; , 
How have you stoPn aifd stofM yout armoury 
With Love's and Death's strdngshafts andfroni your sky, 
Pour down thick i^how^ts of darti^ to make whdle armies dy i 

xx:S:iv. 

Above those Suns, t\<^o tainbows high aspire, 

Not in light shews, but sadder liveries drest ; 
• Pair Iris seemM to mourn in sable *tire ; 

Yet thus more sweet the greedy eye they feast : 
And but that wondrous face it well allow'd. 
Wondrous it seemM that two Mt rainbows showM 
Above their sparkling Suns, without or rain or clouds 

V XXXV. 

A bed of lilies ilowV upon her cheek. 

And in the midst was set a circling rose ; 
Whose sweet aspect would force Narcissus seek 
Npw liveries, and fresher colours ckoose 
To deck his beauteous head in siiowy Hire ; 
But all in vain : for Who can hope f aspire 
To inch a Fair, which none attain, but all aAnire i 

XXXVI. ^ 

Her ruby lips lock up from gazing sight 

A troop pf pearls, which mardh in goodly row : 
But when she deigns those precious bones undight^ 
Soon heav'nly notes from those divisions flow^ 
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Atid ifilh rare mmkk elianii tfce f arish'd e»rs^ 
Oalmttegbdidthmlgkts^ but cbMrbig modest fear» : 
The spheres so only siag^ so only ebami the spheres* 

XXXVII. 
Her dainty breasts, Jiko to an April rose 

From green siik fillets yet not all miboaiid^ 
Began th^ir little rising heads ^s^se^ 
And fairly spread their silver eirolotsromid t 

From those two biilifatks loTO 4oik safely fight } 
* Which swelling eadily, may seem to sight 
To be enwombed both of pleasure and delight. 

XXXVIII. 
Yet all these stars wbieh deck this beauteous sky ' 

By force of th' inward sun both shine and mote ; 
Thron'd in her heart sits love's high majesty $ 
In highest majesty the highest lote. 
As when a taper shines in glassy frame^ 
Th4 sparklllag erystal burns in glittVtng flame, 
So does that brightest love brighten this lovely dame* 

XXXIX. 
Thus, and much fairer, fur Farthenia 

Glist'ring in arms, hersdf |iresents to sight ; 
And when th^Amazoufueen^ Hippolyta, 
With Theseus enlca*'d listo in edugle fight^ 
~ With equal arflds her txnghty foe opposing ; 
Till now her bared head her face disclosing, 
Con^uer'd the conqueror, and won the fight by losiag. 

XL. 
A thousand Knights woo'd her with busy pain, 
To thousands she her virgin-grant denyM ; 
Although her dear-sought love to entertain, 
They all their wit, and all their strength apply'd : 

X 
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Yet ift her heart. Love closcf life sceptre swa^ d,- 
Which to a Heayenly Spouse her thought* betray'if^ 
Where ake a maiden wife might live, and wifely maid» 

XU. 
Upon her steps a yirgin page attended. 

Fair Erythre*^ whose often blushing face, 
Sweetly her in-born bashful thoughts commended ; 
The facets change provM th^ hearths unchanged grae«. 
Which she a shrine to purity devotes : 
So when clear ivory, vermeil fitly blot8> 
By stains it fairer grows, and lovelier by its spots^r 

XLII. 
Her golden hair, her silver forehead higb^ 

Her teeth of solid, eyes of liquid pearl; 
But neck and breast na mai> might bare deiscf y, 
Sq sweetly modest was this bashful girl : 
But that sweet paradise, ah ! could we see> 
On whose white mount lets daintier apples be, 
Than those we bought so dear on Eden^s tempting tree,. . 

XLIII. 
These noble Knights this threaten^ fort defend i 

These and a thousand moe heroic Swains, 
That to this ^stressed state their service lend. 
To free from force, and save from captive chains. 
But now too late the battle to recite ; 
For Hesperus Heav'ns tapers *gins to light. 
And warns each star to wait upon their mistress Night. 

•^ Modesty. 
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CANTO XI. 



The early morn lets out the peepisg day. 

And strewed his path with splendid marig^olds : 
The Moon grows wan, and stars fly all away^ 
Whom Lucifer locks up in wonted folds 

Till light is quench'd, and Heay^n in seas hath flung 
The headlong day : — to th' hill the shepherd^s tjirpng. 
And Thirsil now began to end his task and song. 

IL 
•*^ Who now, alas ! shall teach my humble vein, 
That neyer yet durst peep from covert glade ; 
iBut softly learnt for fear to sigh and plain, 
And vent his griefs to silent myrtle's shade ? 
Who now shall teach to change my oaten quiH 
For trumpets 'larms, or hun;ible verses fill 
With graceful majesty, and lofty rising skill ? 

III. 
Ah, thou dread Spirit ! shed thy holy fire. 

Thy holy flame into my frozen heart ; 
Teach thou my creeping measures to aspire, 
And swell in bigger notes a^d higher art : 
Teach my low Muse thy fiercp alarms to ring, 
And raise my soft strain tp high thundering : 
Tune thou my lofty song ; thy battles must I sing. 

iv. 

Such as thou wert within the sacred breast 

Of that thrice famous poet, shepherd, king ; ^ ] 

And taught'st his heart to frame his cantos, best 

Of all thsrt e'er thy glorious work did sing : 



Or as those holy fishers once amongs 
~ Thou flamedst hriff^i mith sparkling parted tongues ; 
And brought st down Heay'n to Earth in those aU conquering 
songs. 

V. 
These mighty Heroes, fiUMwith justest rage 

To be in narrow walls 90 closely pent, 
GHtt'ring in arms and goodly equipage. 
Stood at the castle's gate, now ready bent 
To sally out, and meet.the enemy : 
A hot disdaip sparkled iq cTery eye. 
Breathing out hateful war and deadly enmity. 

VI. 
Thither repairs the careful Intellect, ^ 

With his fair spoufte Voletta, heay'nly fair : 
With both/ their daughter ; whose divine aspectf 
Though now sad dainps of sorrow much impair^ 
Yet through those clouds did shine so gloriops bright. 
That every eye did bondage to the sight, 
Yielding their captive hearts to that commanding light. 

VII. 
But who may hope ta paint such majesty. 

Or shadow well such beauty, such a face : 
Such beauteous face, unseen to mortal eye ? 
Whose powerful looks, and more than mortal grace 
Lovers self hath loVd, leaving his heav'nly throne. 
With amorous sighs and many a lovely moan, 1 

(Whom all the world would w4>o) wooM her his only one. 

VIII. 
JFar be that boldness from thy humble s^ain. 

Fairest Eclecta, to describe thy beauty. 
And with unable skill thy glory stain, 
Which, ever he admires with humble duty ; 
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But who io Ti^w socb bla^e of beauty longs^ 
Go he to Sinaii tb^ holy grovent amongs ; 
Where that wise iib^b«rd chants h^ ia his song of aongi, 

IX. 
The Island's Kiiig with sober countenance 

Aggrates the Knights^ who thus his right defended ; ' 
And withgrave speech and comely amenance^. 

Himself, his state, his spouse, to th^m eonunended : 
His lovely child, that by him pensive stands, 
He last' delivers to tt^ir valiant hands i 
And her to thank the Eoiights, her champions, he oomniaads* 

X. 
The God-like Maid awhile all silent stood. 

And down to ih^ earth let faU h^r humble eyes ; 
While modest thoughts shot up the flaming blood, 
Which firM h^ scarlet cheek with rosy dyes ; 
Out SK>on to quench the h^at, that lordly reigns. 
From her fair eye a sbowV of crystal rains, 
Which with its silver stresuns, o'er-runs the beauteous ]^ain^. 

XI. 
As when the Sun in midst of summer's heat 

Draws up thin vapours with his potent ray, « 
Forcing duU waters from their native seat ; 
At length dim clouds shadow tiie burning day y 
Till coldest air, soon melted UUo show'rs, 
Upon tbo Earth his welcome anger pours. 
And H^v'n^s (dear forehead now wipes off her fonserlowrs. 

XII. 
At length, a little lifting up^her eyes, 

A renting sigh way for hersonrow brake. 
Which from her heart 'gSA iJa her face to rise ; » 
And firstin tb' eye,^ then in the lip^ thus sqpdce ; 
^ i 6. B^hari6ur. 
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^ Ah, gentle Knights, how may a simple Maid, 
Withjustest grief, and wrong so ill appay'd. 
Give due reward for such your pains and friendly aid ? 

XIII. 
But if my Princely Spouse do hot delay 

His timely presence in my greatest need, 
He will for me your friendly love repay. 
And well requite this your so gentle deed : 
Then let no fear your mighty hearts assail : 
His word^s himself ; himself he cannot fail. 
Long may he stay, yet sure he comes, and must prevail.' 

XIV. 
By this the long-shut gate was open laid ; 

Soon out they rush in order well arrang'd : 
And fast'ning in their eyes that heav'nly Maid', 
How oft for fear her fairest colour cbangM ! 
Her looks, her worth, her goodly grace, and state,. 
Comparing with her present wretched fate, 
Pity whets just revenge, and love's fire lundles hate, 

XV. 
Long at the gate the thoughtful Intellect 

StayM with his fearful queen and daughter fair ; 
But when the Knights were past their dim aspect. 
They follow them with vows and many a pray*r : 
At last they climb up to the castle's height ; 
From which they view'd the deeds of ev*ry Knight 
And markM the doubtful end of this intestine fight. 

XVI. 
As when a youth bound for the Belgick war. 

Takes leave of friends upon the Kentish shore ; 
Now are they parted., and he saiPd so far 
Tjhey see not no w^ aQd now are seen no mor^^ ; . 
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" Yet far off Tiewing^ the white trembling sails. 
The tender mother soon plucks off her vails^ 
And shaking them aloft, unto her son she hails* 

XVII. 
M^an time these champions march in fit array. 
Till both the armies now were come in sight : 
Awhile, each other boldly viewing^tay, 

With short delays whetting fierce rage and spite. 
Sound now, ye trumpets, sound alarums loud ; 
Hark, how their clamours whet their anger proud ! 
See, yonder are they met in midst of dusty ctoud ! 

XVIII. 
So oft the South with civil enmity 

Musters his wat'ry forces 'gainst the West j 
The rolling clouds come tumbling up the ^ky 
In dark folds wrapping up their angry guest : 

At length the flame breaks from th' imprisoning cold 
With horrid noise tearing the limber mould : 
While down in liquid tears the broken vapours rolFd. 

XIX. 
First did that warlike Maid herself advance ; 

And riding from amidst her company, 
About her helmet wav'd her mighty lance. 
Daring to fight the proudest enemy : 
Porneius^ soon his ready spear addrest. 
And close advancing on his hasty beast, 
3ent his sharp-headed lance against her daii^ty breast. 

XX. 
fin vain the broken staff sought entrance there. 

Where Love himself oft entrance sought in valu : 
JBut much unlike the martial Virgjn's spear, 
Which low dismounts her foe on dusty plain, 

^. See canto rii, stgnza 1^* 
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Broaching^ with bloody point hUbren^ before ' 
Down from the wound trickled the babbling gorr. 
And bid pale Death come in at that red gi^inng door* 

XXI. 
There lies he coTcrM now in lowly dost. 
And foully wallowing in clotted Uood^ 
Breathing together out his life and lust, 
Which from his breast swam in the steaming flood: 
In maids his joy, now by a Maid defy'd. 
His life he lost, and all his former pride : 
With women would heUve, now by a woman died- 

XXII. 
Aselges, struck with such a heavy sight. 

Greedy to 'venge his brother's sad decay. 

Spurred forth his flying steed with fell despite. 

And met the Virgin in the middle way : 

His spear against her head he fiercely threw. 
Which to that face performing homage due. 
Kissing her helmet, thence in thousand shivers flew. 

XXIII. 
The wanton boy had dreamt, that latest night, 

He well had learnt the liquid air dispart 
And swim along the Heavens with pinions light \ 
Now that fair Maid taught him this nimble art : 
For from his saddle far away she sent, 
Flying along the empty element. 
That hardly yet he knew whither his course was b^nt. 

XXIV. 
The rest that saw with fes»r the ill succesd ' 

Of single fight, durst not like fortune try ; 
But round beset her with their numerous press : 
Before, beside, behind, they on her fly. 
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And «Teiy pert with coward odds asssU : 
But she redoubling strokes as thick as hail, 
t>i:aTe far thrir flying troops, and tiiresh'd with iron flaiL 

XXV. 
As when a gentle greyhound set around 

With little curs> which dar^ his way molest, 
Snapping behind ; sdon as the angry hound 
« Turning his course^ hath caught the busiest, 
And shftking in his fangs hath well nigh sldn ; 
The rest fedrM with his crying run amaui. 
And standing all aloof, whine, howl, and bark in vain; 

XXVI. 
The subtil Dragon, that frcmi far did view 

The waste and spoil made by this Maiden Knight, 
Fell to his wonted guile ; for well he knew 
All force was vain against such wondrous might : 
A crafty swain well taught td cunning harms, 
Caird False Delight, he changM with hellish charms, 
That True Delight he seem'd^ the self-same shape and arms. 

XXVII. 
The watchfulFst sight, no difference could descry ; 

The same his face, his voice, his gait the same : 
Thereto his words he feigned ; and coming nigh 
The Maid, that fierce pursues her martial game. 
He \^hets her wrath with many a guileful word. 
Till she, less careful, did fit time afford : 
Then up with both his hands he lifts his baleful sword. 

XXVIII. 
Ye powerful heavens ! and Thou, their Governor ! 

With what eyes can you view this doleful sight ? 
How can you see your fairest conqueror 
So nigh her end by so unmanly slight ? 

Y 
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The dreadfU weapon through the air doth glid* ;; 
But sure you turnM the harmful edge aside : 
Else must she there haTc fairn, and by that traitor <UedL 

XXIX. 
Yet in her side deep was the wound impight ; 
Her flowing life the shining armour stains : 
From that wide q[>ring long rivers took their flighty 
With purple streams drovming the silver plains : 
Her cheerful colour now grows wan and pale, 
Which oft she strives witii courage to recal. 
And rouse her fainting head^ which down as oft would faU.- 

XXX. 
All so a lily pressM with heavy rain, 

Which fills her cups with showVs up to the brinks ; 
The weary stalk no longer can sustain 
The head, but low beneath the burthen sinks : 
Or as a virgin rose her leaver displays, 
Which too hot scorching beams qmte disarrays ; 
Down flags her double ruff, and all her sweet deeaysv 

XXXI. , 
Th^ undaunted Maid, feeling her feet deu]^ 

Their wonted duty, to a tree retir'd ; 
Whom all the rout pursue with deadly cry. 
As when a hunted stag, now well nigh tirM, 
Shor'd by an oak, 'gins with his head to play ; 
The fearful hounds dare not his horns assay, 
But running round about, with yelping voices bay. 

XXXII. 
And now, perceiving kU her strength was spent. 
Lifting to listening Heaven her trembling eyes ; 
Thus whispering soft, her soul to heav'n she sent ; 
* Thou chastest Love ! that rul'st the wand'ring skies, 
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Tttore pure than purest heayens by thee moir'd ; 
If thine own love in me thou sure hast proved ; 
If ever.tbou, myself, my vows, my love hast lovM; 

XXXIII. 
liet hot this temple of thy spotless love. 

Be with foul hand, and beastly rage d^'d : 
fiut when my spirit shall its camp remove, 
And to his home return^ too long exiPd ; 
Do thou protect it from the ravenous spoil 
OCranc'rous enemies, that hourly toil 
Thy humble votary with loathsome spot to foil.* 

XXXIV, 
With this few drops fell from her fainting eyes, 
^ To dew the fading roses of her cheek ; 
That much High Love seem'd passion'd with those cries ; 
Much more those streams his heart and. patience break : . 
Straight he the charge gives to a winged swain. 
Quickly to step down to that bloody plain. 
And aid her weary arms, and rightful cause maintain. 

, XXXV. 
Soon stoops the speedy herald through the air. 

Where chaste Agneia and Encrates fought : 
* See, see ! he cries, where your Parthenia fair, 
The flower of all your army, hemmM about 
With thousand enemies, now fainting" stands, 
Ready to fall into their murdMng hands : 
Hie ye, ho, hie ye fast ! il\e Highest Love commands.* 

XXXVI. 
They casting round about their angry eye, 

The wounded virgin almost sinking spied ; 
They prick their steeds, which straight like lightning fly ; 
Their brother Continence runs by tb^r «ide ; 
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FaiF OoDtinenee, that truly long beftif e. 
As his heart's lUge, this lady did adore : * 

And now hi« faithful love kindled his hate the more, 

XXXVII. 
Encrates and his spouse with slashing sword 

Assail the seatterM troops, that headlong fly ; 
While Continenoe a precious liquor pourM 
Into the wound, and suppled tenderly : 
Then binding up the gaping orifice, 
Reviv'd the spirits, that now she 'gan to rise, , 
And with new life confront her heartless enemies. 

XXXVIII. 
So have I often seen a piirpje flow'r, 

Fainting through beat, hang down her drooping head, 
But soon refreshed with a welcome show'r, 
Begins again her lively beauties spread, 

And with new pride her silkeii leaves display ; 
And while the sun doth now more gently play, 
Lays dut her swelling bosom to ttie smiling day. 

XXXIX. 
Now rush they all into the flying trains ; 

Blood fires their blood, and slaughter kindles fight : 
The wretched vulgar on the purple plains . ' 

Fall down as thick, as when a rustic wight 
From laden oaks the plenteous acorns pours ; 
Or when the thickenM air that sadly lowers. 
And melts his sullen brow, and weeps sweet April show'rs, 

XL. 
The greedy Dragon that aloof did spy 
So ill success of this renewed fray ; 
lyiore vex'd with loss of certain victory, 

PepyivM of so-assur'd and wished prify, - 
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Gnasbed his irmx tedjh for gtki and spite : 
The burning sparks leap from his flaming sight. 
And from his smoking jaws streams out a smouldering night. 

XLL 
Strsdght thither sends he in a fresh supply. 

The swelling band that drunken Methos led ; 
And all the rout his brother Gluttony 
Commands, in lawless bands disordered : 
So now they bold restore their broken fight, - 
And fiercely turn again from shameful flight ; 
While both with former loss sharpeif their raging spit». 

XLII. 
Freshly these Knights assault these fresher bands, 

And with new battle all their strength renew : 
Down fell Geloios by Encrates' hands ; 
Agneia, Mcechus and Anagnus slew ; 
And spying Methos fencM in's iron Tine, 
PiercM his swollen paunch : there lies the drunkenswine, 
And spues his liquid soul out in his purple wine. 

XLIII. 
As when a greedy lion, long unfed, 

Breaks in at length into the harmless folds ; 
(So hungry rage commands) with fearful dread 
He drags the silly beasts : nothing controuls 

The victor proud ; he spoils, devours, and tears : 
In vain the keeper callis his shepherd peers : 
Mean wUIe the simple flock gaze on with silent fears. 

XLIV. 
Such was the slaughter these three champions made ; 

But most Encrates, whose unconquerM hands 
Sent thousand foes down to th' infernal shade, 
With useless Uqibs strewing the bloody sands : 
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Oft were they succoiir'd fresh with new supf^es^ 
iSut fell as oft : — the Dragoii, gr6vm more wise 
By former loss, began another way devise. 

XLV. 
Soon to their aid the Cyprian band he sent, 
For easy skiiinish clad in armonr light : 
Their golden bows in hand stood ready bent, 
And painted quivers, fumishM well for fight, 
' Stuck full of shafts, whose heads foul poison stains ; 
Which dippM in Phlegethon by hellish swains, 
Bring thousand painful deaths;^ and thousand deadly paint* 

XLVI. 
Thereto of substance strong, so thin and slight. 

And wrought by subtil hand so cunningly, 
That hardly were disceniM by weaker sight ; 
Sooner the heart .did feel, than eye could see : 
Far oiFthey stood, and flung their darts around 
Raining whole clouds of arrows on the ground ; 
So safely others hurt, and never wounded, wound. 

XLVIL 
Much were the knighs encumbered with these foes ; 

For well they saw, and felt their enemies : 
But when they back would turn the borrowM blows. 
The light-foot troop away more swiftly flies 
Than do their winged arrows through the wind : 
And in their course oft would they turn behind. 
And with their glancing darts their hot pursuers blind* 

XLVIII. 
As when by Russian Volg^a^s frozen batiks, 

The false-baek Tartars, fear, with cunning feign. 
And posting fast away in flying ranks, 
Oft backward turn, and from their bows down rw 
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Whole «torms of darts ; so do they flying fight : 
And what by force they lose, they win by slight ; 
ConquerM by standing out, and conquerors by flights 

XLIX. 
Such was the craft of this false Cyprian crew : 

Yet oft they seem'd to slack their fearful pace^ 
And yield themselves to foes that fast pursue ; 
So would they deeper wound in nearer space : 
In such a fight, he wins who fastest flies. 
^ly> fly chaste knights, such subtil enemies : 
The Ts^quishM cannot lire, and conqueror surely dies. 

The knights oppressM with wounds and travel past^ 

Did soon retire, and now were near to fainting : 
With that a winged post him speeded fast, 

The General with these heavy news acquainting : 
He soon refreshed their hearts that 'gan to tire. 
But, let our weary Muse awhile respire : 
Shade we our scorched beads from Phoebus* parching fire^^^ 
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CANTO XII. 

I- 

JLHE shepherds, guarded from the sparkling heal 

Of blazing air, upon the flow'ry banks, 
(Where various flowers damask the fragrant seat, 
And all the grove perfume) in wonted ranks 
Securely s t them down, and sweetly play : 
At length, thus Thirsil ends his broken lay, 
Lest that the stealing night his later soifg might sta|^. 

11. 
" Thrice, oh, thrice happy, shepherd^s life and state !- 

When courts are happiness^ unhappy pawns : 
His cottage low, and safely humble gate 

Shuts out proud Fortune, with her scorns and fawns ^ 
l^o feared treason breaks his quiet sleep : 
Singing all day, his flocks he learns to keep ; 
Himself as innocent as are his simple sheep. 

HI. 

No Serian worips he knows, that with their thread 

Draw out their silken lives : — nor silken pride : 
His lambs' warm fleece well fits his little need, 
Not in that proud Sidonian tincture dyM : 

No empty hopes, no courtly fears him fright ; 
Nor begging wants his middle fortune bite : 
But sweet content exiles both misery and spite. 

IV. 
Instead of music, and base flattering tongues. 
Which wait to first salute ray lord's uprise ; 
^ The cheerful lark wakes him with early songs. 

And birds' sweet whistling notes unlock his eyes. 
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In country plays Lsi aU the ^fe he uses i - : 
Or sing, or dance, unto -the rural Muses ; 
And but in music's sports, all difference refuses. 

V- 
His certain life, that nerec can deceive him, 

Is full of thousand sw^ts, and Tich content ; 
The smooth l^vM beeches in the field receive him 
With coolest shades, till noon-tide rage is spent : 
His life is neither tost in boistVous seas 
Of troubl'ous world, nor lost in slothful ease: 
Pleas'd and full blest he lives^ whep he his Opdcan please. 

VI 
His bed of wool yields safe and quiet sleeps, . 

While by his side his faithful spouse hath plaee : 
His little son into his bosom fcreeps 

The lively picture of his father's faof^.: . 
Never his humble house.pr s^tate torment him ; 
Less he could like, if less his God had sent him ; 
And when he dies, green turfs, with grassy tomb, conteait him. 

VII. 

The world's Great Light his loli?ly state hath bless'd, 

And left his Heav'n to be a shepherd base : 
Thousand sweet songs he to his pipe addressed : 
Swift rivers stood, beasts, trees, atones, ran apace. 
And serpents flew to hear bis softest strains ; 
He fed his flock where rolling Jordan reigns ; 
There took our rags, gave us his robes, and bore 0ur painti. 

VIII. 
Then thou High Light ! whom shepherds-low adore. 

Teach me, oh ! do thou teach thy humble swain 
To raise my creeping song from earthly floor ! 
Fill thou my empty breast with lofty strain ; 

Z 



IW THE PURPLE ISLAND. 

That singing of tby wars and dreadful fight, 
My notes may thunder out thy conquering might ; 
And Hwixt the golden stars cut out her tow-ring flight. 

IX. 
The Mighty General moT^ with tiie news 

Ol those four famous Knights so near decay, 
|¥ith hasty speed the conquMng foe pursues f 
A^ last he ppies where they were led away, 
ForcM to obey the yictorrs proud commands^. 
Soon did he rush into the middle bands. 
And cut the slaTish cords from their captiyed hands. 

X. 
And for the Knights were faint, he quickly sent 
To Pejiitence, whom Phoebus tftught his art ; 
Which she had eakM with long experiment : 
For ipany a soul and many a wounded heact 
Had she restorM, and brought to life again -, 
The broken spirit, with grief and horror slain, 
' That oit reriT'd, yet died as oft with smarting pain. 

XI. 
For she in several baths their wounds did steep ; 
The first of rue which purg'd the foul infection. 
And curM the deepest wound, by wounding deep : 
Then would she make another strange confection, 
And mix it with Nepenthe sovereign ; 
Wherewith she quickly swaged the rankling pain : 
Thus she the knights rescuM, and washM from sinful stain. 

XII. 
Mean time the fight now fiercer grows than ever : 

(For all his troops the Dragon hither drew) 
The two Twin-Loves whom no place mought dissever ; 
And knowledge with bis train begins anew 
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To strike fresh summoiis ij^ and hot alarms : 
In midst great Fido, clad m sun-like arms, 
With his unmatched force repairs all former harms. 

XIII. 
So when the Sun shines in bright Taunui^ head^ 

Returning tempests all with winter fill ; 
And still successive storms fresh mustered, 
The timely yearin his first springings kill : 
And oft it breathes awhile, thi^n straight again 
Dmibly pours out his spite in smoking rain : 
The country's vows and hopes swim on the drowned plain. 

XIV. 
The lovely twins ride 'gainst the Cyprian bands, 

Chasing their troops, now with no feigned flight : 
Their broken shafts lie scattered on the Sands, 
Themselves for fear quite vanished out of sight : 
Against these conquerors Hypocrisy, 
And Cosmo's hated bands, with Ectbros fly, 
And all that rout do march, and bold the twins defy. 

XV, 
Elpious, mighty enemies assail ; 

But Doubt of all the other most infested ; 
^hat oft his fainting courage 'gan to fail, ^ 
More by his craft thw odds of force molested ; 
For oft the treachour changM his weapon light. 
And sudden altered his first kind of fight ; 
And oft himself and shape transiorm'd witu cunning slight 

XVI. 
So that great river, with Alcides striving 
In Oeneus' court for the ^Etolian maid. 
To divers shapes his fluent limbs contriving, 
From Aianly form in serpent's frame he stay'd^ 
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SweejMBg wtth^speckled breast the dusty land ; 
Then like a bull with l^orns did anned stand : 
His hanging dewlap traiPd along the golden sand. 

XVII. 
Such shapes and Changing fashions much dismay'd liim, 

That oft he stagger'd with unusual fright ; 
And but his brother Fido oft did aid hiniy i 

There had he fell in unacquainted fight : 
But he would still his wavering strengtii maintain. 
And chace that monster throu^ the sandy plain : 
Which from him fled apace, but oft returned agnin^ 

XVIII. 
Yet him more Strong and cunning foes withstand. 

Whom he with greater skill and strength defied : 
Foullgnorance, with all her owl-eyM band ; 
Oft-starting Fear, Distrust ne'er satisfied, 
And fond Suspect, and thousaiid other foes ; 
Whom far he drives with his unequal blows. 
And with his flaming sword their fainting army mows. 

XIX. 
As when blood-guilty Earth for vengeance cries, 
(If greatest things with less we may compare) 
The mighty Thunderer through the air flies. 
While snatching whirlwinds open ways prepare : 

Dark clouds spread out their sable curtains o'er him ; 
And angels on their flaming wings up bmre him>': 
Mean time the guilty Heav'ns for fear fly i^t before him. 

XX. 
There while he on the wind's proud pinions rides, 
Down with his fire some lofty mount he throws, 
4nd fills the low vale with its ruin'd sides ; 
Or on some church his three-fork'd dart bestows, 
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\ 
(VHiioh yet Bis sacred worskip, foul mistakes^) 

Down falls ihe spire, the body fearful quakes ; 

Nor sure to fall or stand, with doubtful trembling- shakes. 

XXI. 

With Fido, Knowledge went, who orderM right • 

His mighty bands : so now his scattered troops 

Make head again, filling their broken fight ; 

While with new change the Dragon^s army droops, 

And from the following victors headlong run : 

Yet still the Dragon frustrates what is done ; 

And easily makes them lose what they so hardly won. 

XXII. 

Out of his gorge a hellish smoke he drew 

That all the field with foggy mist enwraps : 

As when Tiphceus from his paunch doth spew 

Black smothering flames, rolFd in loud thunder claps ; 

The pitchy yapours choke the shining ray, 

And bring dull night upon the smiling day : 

The wavering ^tna shakes and fain would run away. 

XXIII. 

Yet could his bat-eyM legions eas'ly see 

In this dark Chaos : — ^they the seed of night : 

But these not so, who night and darkness flee ; 

For they the sons of day, and joy in light : 

But Knowledge soon began a way devise 

To bring again the day, and clear their eyes : 

So openM Fido^s shield, and golden vail unties. 

XXIV. 

Of one pure Diamond, celestial fair. 

That heav'nly shield by cunning hand was made ; 

Whose light divine, spread through the misty air, 

To brightest mom would turn the western shade 
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And lightsome day beget before his time ; 
Framed io Heaven, without all earthly crimen 
DippM in the fiery Sun, which burnt the baser slime. 

XXV. 
As when from fenny moors the lumpish .clouds 

Wjith rising steams damp the bright moming^s face ; 
At length the piercing 3un his team unshrouds. 
And with his arrows the idle fog doth chase : 
The broken mist lies melted all in tears : 
So this bright shield the dismal darkness tears^ 
And giving back the day, dissolves their former fears^ 

/ XXVI. 

Which when afar, the fiery Dragon spies 

His slights deluded with so little pain ; 
To his last refuge now at length he flies : 
Long time his poisonous gorge he seemed to strain ; 
And now with loathly sight, he up doth speed 
From stinking paunch, a most deformed crew ; 
That Heaven itself did fly from their most ugly view^ 

XXVII. 
The first that crept from his detested maw. 
Was Hamartia^, foul, deformed wight ; 
More fotd, deformM, the Sun yet never saw ; 
Therefore she hates the all-^betraying light : 
A woman seem'd she in her upper part : 
To which she could sUch lying gloss impart. 
That thousands she had slain with her deceiving arti 

XXVIII. 
The rest (tho' hid) in serpent's form arrayed. 

With iron scales, like to a plaited inail ; 
Over her back her knotty tail display^. 
Along the empty air did lofty sail ; 
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The end was pointed witb a double stin^. 
Which with such dreaded might she wont to fling, 
That nought could help the wound, but blood of heavenly 
KilJff. 

XXIX. 
Of that first woman, her the Dragon got, 

(The foulest bastard of so fair a mother) 
Whom when she saw so fiUM with monst'rous spot, 
She cast her bidden shame and birth to smother : 
But she well nigh her mother^s self had slain ; 
And all that dare her kindly entertain : 
So some parts of her dam, more of her sire remain. 

XXX. 
Her viperous locks hung loose about her ears ; 

Yet with a monstVous snake she them restrains, 
Which like a border on her head she wears : 
About her neck hang down long adder chains. 
In thousand knots, and wreaths infolded round ; 
Which in her anger lightly she unbound, 
And darting far away would sure and deadly wound. 

XXXI. 
Yet fair and lovely seems to fools' dim eyes ; 

But Hell more lovely, Pluto's self more fair^ 
Appears, when her true form true light descries : 
Her loathsome face, blancht skin, and snaky hair ; 
Her shapeless shape, dead life, her carrioii- smell ; 
The worst of ills, the child, and dam of Hell j^ 
|s chaffer fit for fools their precious souls to sell ! 

XXXII. 
^he second in this rank was black Despiir, 

Bred in the dark womb of eternal night : 
Pis looks fast naiPd to Sin ; long sooty hair 
FiU'd up his lank cheeks with wild staring fright. 



-J 
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His leaden eyes-, retir'd into his head ; 
tiight, Heav'n, and Earth, himself, and all things fled : 
A hveathing corpse he seemM, wrapt up in living lead. 

XXXIII, 
His body all was framM of earthly paste, 

And heavy mould ; yet Efirth could not content him : 

Heaven fast he flies, and Heav'n fled liim as fast ; 

Tho' kin to Hell, yet Hell did much torment him : . 

His very soul was nought but ghastly fright ; 

With him\went many a fiend, and ugly spright, 

Armed with ropes and knives, all instruments of spite. 

xxxiv. 

Instead of feathers on his dangling crest 

A luckless raven spread her blackest wings : 
And to her croaking throat gave never rest, 
But deathful verses and sad dirges sings : 
His hellish arms were all with fiends embost. 
Who damned souls with endless torments roast. 
And thousand ways devise to vex the torturM ghost.^ 

XXXV. . 

Two weapons, sharp as death he ever bore, 

Strict Judgment, which from far he deadly darts ; 
Sin at his side, a two-edg'd sword he wore, 
With which he soon appals the stoutest hearts; 
Upon his shield Alecto with a wreath 
Of snaky whips the damnM souls tortureth : 
And round about was wrote, " Reward of sin is death." 

XXXVI. 
The last two brethren were far different. 

Only in common name of death agreeing ; 
The first arm'd with a scythe still mowing went ; 
Yet whom, and when he murder'd^ never seeing ; 



rwt wmmjo isc^0. iff ^ 

No praf jrts- ni^ Vfl^l»*lH«afest si^yHh^ could rftay, '' 

xixvii. 

No state, no age, lao Bex may hOpeito move fiSih ;' * 

Down falls the ^Ma^^ ^d oU, tlib Boy, aild ib^tfr* ' 

Nor beggai^ dfti ihKli^aKf, Abr kitig f eprbve Hfiii' y ' ' ^ 

Alfarri his slaved in ddthdPffeAaVray'tf: * 

Thebride'he sto'ateH^ froni^e biWtegroottfs'arihs/ 

And hori^odr briii^ ih nUdyt of IbVe^^ alkiiiii^'; 

To**eH veeltnbWhfepoWBy Ibtig dip^ri^c*^ feates, ' " 

xxiViH. 

A dead man^s skiiU suppli^ his lMki€t^iplk6e, ' ^ 

A bone hi&f club, hisahnoufslheet^oflead':' 
Some more, some Ifess, fba¥ his" afiK^ttUg fi86^; ' ' 

But most, who diseplft dowhy ple^ute*s H^d : * * 

But who in life hkVe daily leartiM to dife. 
And dead to tMs, live tb a'Hfe itior^ lii^; 
Swefeily in dfetfthtbej^ sleep, andsluriAMti^qttiatfa^. 

XXXIX. 
The second far more fbtd in every part, 

Burnt with blue fire, aiid bubbling' sulphur streahis 9 
Which creeping rouiid aliout him filiM'with smart 
His cursed limbs, that d|rely he blaspllemes : 

Most strange it seems', that burning thus for ever. 
No rest, no time, no place these 'dames may sever 
Yet death in thousand deaths without death dieth never 

^ ■ xi:. • ., ' ^ 

Soon as these hellish monsters came in sight. 

The Sun his eye in jetty vapours drowqM ; 
Scar'd at such hell-hounds' view, Heaven's mazed light 

Sets in an early evening : Earth astound, 

A a 
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Bitb dogs with bowbgive wairpiiig : at ^eh n^sa^^ 
Tl|e fe^Hl air f taii;^! f eas brea)L theif . boapd. 
And frighted 0^ ai^^y ;. up sandft flight them impound. 

The palsied tc^op like asps ^rs^ sha^^n fare. 
Till now their heart coqgeard ii^ icy blood. 
Candied the ghastly face : — blocks ^tand and stare : 
Thus'charmMy i^ ranks of stoqe they ^s^haU'd stood : 
Their useless swqr^s fell idly pn the plaip. 
And now the triumph sounds in lofty striun ; 
So cO)i^ueriqg Dragon binds the knights in slavish chaiii. 

As wheif proud Phineus in his brother's feast ' 

FillM all with tumult and intestine broil ; 
Wise Perseus with such multitudes oppressM, 
Before him bqre the snaky Gorgon's spoil : 
The vulgar rude $tood all in marble changed, 
And in vain ranks, in rocky order rangM ; 
Were UQ^pore ai^et guests, from former rage estrang'd^ 

3^LIII. 
The fair Edecta, who with' grief had stood, 

Viewing th^ oft changes of this doubtful fight, 
Saw now the field swim in her champion's blood. 
And from her heart, rent with deep passion, sighM ; 
limping true ^orrow in sad silent art : 
Light grief floats op the tongue ; but heavy smart 
Sinks down« and deeply lies in centre of the heart. 

"-"■"•'' 'XLIV. 
What Doedal art such griefs can truly shew. 

Broke heart, deep sighs, loud sobs, and burning prayers^ 
Baptising ev*ry limb in weeping dew } 
Whose swollen eyes, reddening with briny tears. 



fehrj^stklline rocks ; coral, ifce Kd' dl>pA!rt ', ' ^ 
Com^^^sM about tfrithtidfes of grief aiid ftaJSV ^\Usrs^ 
Whetc grief Stores featWith st^lis) dUd Wr stoircJi^ grief ivith 

km. 

At length sad soi'row, mouhted oh the witi^ 

Of loud breath'd sighs, his Mdeit freight appedrs * 
And Tents itself iil softest whispiiriii^, 

Followed with deadly groali^, iSher'd By tCarfe : 
While her fair handil, and ^atty Shining eyeii 
Were upward bent upoii the moiling ski^s^ 
Which seem'd with cloudy brow her grief to isymiiattlds^e. ' 

XLVI. 
Long while the silent passion, wanting ^eiit;; 

Made flowing tears her^ords, ahdey^s'h^ tongue; 
Till faith, experience, hope, assistance lent' * 
To shut both flood-gates up with patiiencelltlrbngf : 
The streams wellebbM, new hopes sonfe comforts borrow 
From firihest truth ; thehglimpsMth^hdpdfulinorrow : 
So spring some davriis of jojr, sd set^ the ikigUt of^orroW; ' 

XLVII. 
* Ah dearest Lord ! my heart's sole Sover^gn^ 

Who sitt' St exalted on thy burning throne } 
Hear from thy Heav'n^;' Wh^re thou^ dost saMy rei^n, - 
Oloth'd with the golden Sun, and silver Moon : 
CfiiSt down awhife thy sweet and graciotis eye, ' 
And low avail that glorious Majesty, '" ' ' 
Deigning thy gentle sight on our sad misery^ 

XLVIII. 
To thee, dear Lord ! I lift this watery eye. 

This eye which thoU so oft in loYeliast ptais'd^ 
This eye with which thou wounded oft wouldst die ; 
To thee, deair Lord f these i^uppUant bands are rsiis'd : ' 



1^ .7^IB.^ffi»]^ WU^. 

v«,^,^E1)MN!^ IW^ wee 9gm w«r ^wr hold thee/ 
^^ ^er |gtt^b^4f93en^W J^^er wwe jawfoUi t^ee- 

See how thy jgpfe^ ^^yi^t^e^ Jtnqi^efs fjear* 
Too p/(m#4^qt 11^ 1|iy prpJo^^M i[)e}^^ 
Come then, oh quick)^ ^Jftf9 m 4l^^^^ f^^T ' 
When s)if^ I a^ ijt;ee ^rowft'4 wjth CQpqji'rijag h9^% 
An4 f41 i^y Jfcjen trft4 ^q vp a^^ spri^d as clay I 
When is)|^ I 3^ thy f^ce^ w^i |fJory'9 ray ? 
fop ^ffng %u.atfty'^ ipny loye j fome tey^, n^ longer stay- 

Hast thou for^ Iby ^fip^ vprd «^4 )^^^' 

ipr )f#:'d t^y f )f le^tness i^^ in ^erce ^9daiii ? 
In yain didst i^u ti^Q^t tffpus^^jpisfpbiiB^ fT9^^^, 
Are aJD l^f^e g^i^, ft^y J>ir^, life^ 4path> in VW ? 
pji J Bjo ^— iQf ill tftptt QPly 4M wp^»t thee, 
A«4 » flSF 4/HJrty ?nerci^ njost cppitent tb^ 
Tftw w>»I» "^ li^y W]W». sokHjg floBt thou torfl*(^t me f 

W 

Reviying co^di^ fif my dyipg sprite^ 

The best eli:9ir for noal's droopi^ pjiin ; 
Ah ! Qp^ {iimbl^dpthy fjaqe, undoud thy sigl^t^ 

See, ev'ry flray's a fjrap, f»ch p^th'^ ^ trw '• , '^ 

Hell's tr,Oi9p9 fliy «^uj bejfsagiier ; Ijpw thine earq ; 
And hear my cries piercft^rQpgb m gTO^pf) an4 f^^^^^ • 
Sweet Spouse ! s^ fvot my Wfc but thrpugb ipy plaints *ld 
tears. 

LII. 
Let frailty, fayour ; jiorrow, succpur vppye ; 

Anchor my life ip tfiy caUp streams of bjppd : 

Ite.^qu my focl^ thpc^)i poor qba^i^^^ug ifoye, . 

Tost up and down in waveaof worldly flood : 



Where wiadi oi eortUy IlioiiglitsiBjr sails nUfeigiaide ; 
fiarbow my fl^ridyiwik MfeoB fiiy ivoimded ^^ 

Take^iske itty eaiitrile beart^ itqr sacitt^e, 

Wash'd in her eyes that swisis and sinks in woes : 
See, see, as #«» n^h winds hi^ working rise, 
So storm, so rage^ «o gape ihy boasting fees I 
Dmt SjipouM ! nnless thy rigfat hand eTen erteers ; 
Oh ! if tibou anchor not i^iatene tfareai^ning fears ; 
Thy ark wiU' saU as 4e^ in Ueod, as Bfow in tears/ 

LIV. 
1CI%4ba|; a Aand^fing noise seem'^d shake Hie sky, 

As when with iron wheels through stony plain 
A thousand chariots to the battle fly ; 
Or when with boist'rous rage die swetting maii^ 
Puft up by mighty winds, does hoarsely roar ; 
And beating with his waves the trembling shore, 
His sandy girdle scorns, and breaks Garth's rampart door. 

LV. 
And straight an angel « full of heavenly might, 
(Three several crowns circled his royal head) 
From northern coast heaving his blazing light, 

Through all the jEarih his glorious beams dispread. 
And open lays the Beasf s and Dragon^s shame ? 
For to this end, th* Almighty did him frame. 
And therefore from supplanting gave his ominous name. 

LVI. 
A silver trumpet 6ft he loudly blew,' 

Frighting the guilty, Earth with thupd^fing knell ; 

* Our late mot t le^rnjscf sorereign, in lus Remonstrance and Cofiplaint ou 
tiie Apocalyjise. 
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Aiid oft profiUmMy as throagfa tiM ivinrld b# tfeiwV 
^ Bbbel) great Babel lies is I6wm» Heli : 
Let erery angelieuil his tnunpet soifnd. 
Her Heav'ii-exalted toi^ta in dust are drown'd t 
Babel, proud Babel^a fall'O) and lies M low as groimdL* - 

LrVII. 

The broken Heay'ns dispart with fearM nMo, 

And from the breach outsboots a suddmi li|^ : 
Straight abrilling trumpets with loud solpdiBff voiee 
Give echoing summons to new bloody fi^t : 
WdUknew the Dragon that aU-^JueUiAg blasts 
And soon perceiv'd th^ day must be his last : 
Which strook his frightened heart, and all his tro<^ ai^iaif^ 

LVIII. 
Yet full of malice, and of sti]d>born pr^de^ 

Though oft had strove, and had been foilM as oft^ 
Boldly his death and certain fate defyM y 
And mounted on his flaggy sails aloft, 

Widi boundless spite he longM to try agfdtf 
A second loss, and new death ; — glad and fain 
To shew his poisonous hate, though ever sh^w'd in Tain. 

LIX. 
So up he arose upon his stretched sails 

Fearless expecting his approaching death > ^ 
So up he arose, that th' air starts and fails. 
And over-pressed, sinks his load beneath : 
So up he arose, as does a thunder-cloud. 
Which all the Earth with shadows black doth shroud ^ 
So up he arose, and through the weary air he rowM. 

LX. 
Now bis Almighty Foe far off he spies ; 

Whose- sun-like arms dazM the eclipsed day. 
Confounding with their beams his glitf ring skies. 
Firing the air with more than heavenly ray ; 
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lake ihousaad sum in one :-Hiuob is tkeir liglit, 
A subject drigr for imiaoBtalflpritey 
f¥hich neweir can be seen, bat by immortal sight 

LXI, 
|FIis tbreat'ning eyes slune. like that dreadfbl imne^ 

With which the Thunderer arms his angry hand : 
Himself haid ftdriy ivrote Ms wondrous Name, 
Which nfUh^r ipiarth nor Heaven could understand : 
A hiindred crowns^ like tow'rs, beset around 
His conq'iing head i meU may they there abound. 
When all his limbs, and troops, with gold are richly crownM, 

l^XII. 
)EIis armonr all was dy'd in purple blood ; 

(In purple blood ot thousand rebel kings) 
Jn vain their stubborn pow'rs his arm wiUistood ; 
Tbeir proud nedis chained, he now in triumph brings, 
And breads their spears, and cracks their traitorous 

swojNk: • 

Upon whose arms and tiiigh in golden words 
IVas fairly writ, ' The King of kings, and Lord of lords.' 

LXIII. 
|Iis snow white steed' was bom of heayWy kind, 

Begot by Boreas on the Thracian hills ; 
More strong and speedy than his parent wind : 
And (wluoh his foes with fear and horrour fills) 
Out from hi9 mouth a two-edgM swprd he darts ; 
Whose sharpest ^tee) the bone and marrow parts. 
And with his keenest point unbreasts the naked hearts. 

LXIV. 
The Dragon, wounded with His flaming brand. 

They take, and in strong bonds aad fetters tie : 
Short was the fi^ht, nor could be long withstand 
Him, whose appearance is his victory. 
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So iHnr he's bouisd'iB'flEdiBnuaitHMreUadtt^;^ 
He stonns, he roat«v he yelkribr h%y dfedldfiit 
His net is bndae^ <»r ftmt go free, lhe»€[ml#r ta?eH> 

Thence bf a naighiy si^in IVbt 0bbn< w«B4edk 

Unto aUhonsafiAthoiiraiidttoiittifMigB : 
His tail, whose MA weiie ^mnt iblie stays ttorilM^ 
NoWstretriif^ a^fengtb, ctos^ «s» his* body dinj^ : 
Soon fts< the pit he seesy h^ back- i^atireB,^ 
And battle new, btttattiii vtiiH^ii^lMr : 
So ttel^ he* deeply lies; ff«littingiiu>tey flf^es'v 

LXVI. 
As when Alcides (T6m flm^'d HeH hUd: d^wn' ' 

The Aree-head Bbg; and mastcv^d ril'liis j^rMr; ;, 
Basely the fiend did on his victor fttwn> 
Witb'serpen^ tail clapping hib hoUdW dde : 
At kBgtth' ikmy'd-upon the brink of light, 
He shuts the day out of his dullard sigliiQ^ 
And swelling all in*vain, r^ew» unhappy fighC 

EXVH. 
Soon at this sight the knights revive again. 

As fresh as whott*the flbw'rs firom winte^VtbiMb 
(When now the San'bringsbaok iRsneajnarwctin) 
Peep out again' from' tiieir fresh motb^a^woibb : 
The primrose fightednew, Uer flame di«play4»^ 
And frightl^ the neighbour hedgfeWi* fieryrk^s : 
AndaU^dfe^^d^F^n^fit theifntirtliatfd sjloMve Jikjr^C 

6»viii: 

The Prince, who saw his long imprisonment 

Now end iirfi9tet«r etfdlng BBert^; 
To meet the IWctW frtfiA^ Ws- cfaside wcnt^ 

And faUing'd6i*t^^ clasping Ms^rbyfe^l^kne^ 
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Poiirflf out deserved thanks in grateful praise : 
But him the heav'nly Saviour soon doth raise. 
And bids him spend in joy, his never ending days. 

LXIX. 
The fair Eclecta, who with widow'd brow 

Her absent Lord long moumM in sad array. 
Now silken linen * clothed like frozen snow, 
Whose silver spanglets sparkle 'gainst the day : 
This shining robe her Lord himself had wrought. 
While he her love with hundred presents sou^t, 
And it with many a wound, and many a torment bought ! 

LXX. 
And thus arrayM, her heavenly beauties shin'd 

(Drawing their beams from his most glorious face^ 
Like to a precious Jasperf, pure refined, 
Which with a Crystal mix'd, much mends his grace : 
The golden stars a garland fair did frame 
To crown her locks ; the Sun lay hid for shame, 
And yielded all his beams to her more glorious flame.- 

LXXI. 
Ah ! who that flame can tell ? Ah ! who can see ? 

Enough is me with silence to admire ; 
While bolder joy, and humble majesty 
In either cheek had kindled grac^ul fire : 
Long silent stood she, while her former fears 
And griefs run all away in sliding tears ; 
That like a watery sun her gladsome face appears. 

LXXII. 
At length when joys had left her closer heart. 

To seat themselves upon her thankful tongue : 
First in her eyes they sudden flashes dart. 

Then forth i' th' music of her voice they duro»g ; 

• Rev. xix. 8. f Ibid. xxi. 11. 

Bb 
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* My hope, my love, my joy, my life, my bliss, 
(Whom to enjoy is Heav'n, but Hell to miss) 
What are the world's false joys, what Heav'ns triie joys t^ 
this? 

LXXIII. 
Ah, dearest Lord ! does my rapt soul behold thee ? 

Am I awake ? and sure I do not dream ? 
Do these thrice blessed arms again infold thee ? 
Too much delight makes true things feigned seem. 
Thee, thee I see ; thou, thou thus folded art : 
For deep thy stamp is printed in my h^art, 
And thousand ne'er felt joys stream in each melting part.'' 

Lxxiv. 

Thus with glad sorrow did she plain her, 

Upon his neck a welcome load depending ; 
While He with equal joy did entertain her, 

Herself, her champions, highly all commending : 
'So all in triumph to his palace went ; 
Whose work in narrow words nmy riot be pent : 
For boundless thought is less than is that glorious tent. 

LXXV. 
There sweet delights, which know nor end nor measure ; 

No chance is there, nor eating times succeeding : 
No wasteful spending can impair their treasure ; 
Pleasure full grown, yet ever freshly breeding : 
Fulness of sweets excludes not more receiving : 
The soul still big with joy, yet still conceiving ; [ing. 
Beyond slow tongue' s report, bey on d quick thought's percei v- 

LXXVI. 
There are they gone ; there wiH they ever bide ; 

Swimming in waves of joy, and heav'nly loves : 
He still a bridegroom, she a gladsome bride ; 

Their hearts in love^ like spheres still constant moving : 
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No change, no grief, no age can them befall : 
Their bridal bed is in that heav'nly hall, 
Where all days are but one^ and only one is all* 

LXXVII. 
And as in state they thus in triumph ride, 

The boys and damsels their just praises chant ; 

The boys the bridegroom sing, the maids the bride. 

While all the hills glad Hymens loudly vaunt : 

Heav'ns winged hosts, greeting this glorious spring, 
Attune their higher notes, and Hymens sing : 
Each thought to pass, and each did pass thought's loftiest 
wing. 

LXXVIII. 

Upon His lightning brow Love proudly sitting 
Flames out in powV, shines out in majesty ; 
There all his lofty spoils and trophies fitting ; 
Displays the marks of Highest Deity : 

There full of strength in Lordly arms he stands^^ 
And every heart, and every soul commands ; 
No heart, no soul, his stren^h and Lordly pow'r withstands. 

LXXIX. 
Upon her forehead thousand cheerful Graces, 

Seated on thrones of spotless ivory ; 
There gentle Love his armed hand unbraces ; 
His bow unbent disclaims all tyranny ; 

There by his play a thousand souls beguiles. 
Persuading more by simple modest smiles. 
Than ever he could force by arms, or crafty wiles. 

LXXX. 

Upon her cheek doth Beauty's self implant 
The freshest garden of her choicest flow'rs : 

On whiclgif Envy might but glance ascant, 
Her eyes would swell, and burst, and melt in4ihow'n ; 
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Thrice fairer both than ever fairest ey'd : 
.Heav'n never such a bridegroom yet desoryM ; 
Nor ever Earth so fair, soundefirdabride. 

LXXXI. 
Full of his Father shines his glorious fiace. 

As far the Sun surpassing in his fight, 
As doth the Sun the Earth with flaming blaze : 

Sweet influence streams from his quick'ning sigM': 
His beams ifrom nought did all this All dic^lay f 
And when to less than nought they fell a,way) 
VLt MOD restorM again by his new orient ray. 

LXXXII. 
All Heav'n shines forth in her sweet face's frame : 
Her seeing stars (which we miscal brigbt ejFes) 
More bright tbapn is the morning^s brightest flame^ 
More fruitful than Aie May-time Genunies : 
These, back restore the timely summer's fire ; 
Those, springing thoughts in vrinter hearts inspire^ 
Inspiriting <4ead souls, and quickening warm desire. 

LXXXIIL 
These two fair Suns in heaVnly spheres are plac'd. 

Where in the centre, joy triumphing sits : 
Thus in all high perfections fuHy grac'd, 
Her mid-day Miss no future night admits ; 
But in the mirrors of her Sponsors eyes 
Her fairest self she dresses ; there Where Set 
All sweets, a glorious beauty to imparadise. 

tXXXIV. 
His locks like raven's plumes, or shining jet, 

Fall down in curis along his ivory neck ; 
Within their circleJts Inraared Graces srt. 
And with love^^koots their comely hangings Aedk : 
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His mighty shoulders, like that giant swain^, 
All heay'n and earth, and all in both sustain ;. 
Yet knows no ifeariness, nor feels oppressing pain, 

LXXXV. 
Her amber hair like to the sunny ray, 

With gold enamels fair the silver white ; 
There heav'nly Loves their pretty sportings play^ 
Firing their darts in that wide flaming light ; 
Her dainty neck, spread with that silver mottldf 
Where double beauty doth itself unfold, , 
III th* own fair silver shinesi and borrowM gahL 

LXXXVI.. 
His breast a rock of purest alabaster, 

Were loves self-sailing, shipwrecked often sitteth. , 
Her^s a twin-rock, unknown, but to th* ship-master | 
Which harbours him alonei all 9ither splitteth. 

Where better "could her love than here have nested ? 

Or he his thoughts than here more sweetly feasted ? 

Then both their love and thoughts in each are ever rested. 

LXXXVIL 
Run now you shepherd-swains ; ah ! run you thither 
Where this fair bridegroom leads the blessed way : 
And haste, you lovely maids, haste you together 
With this sweet bride, while yet the sun-shine day 
Guides your blind steps ; while yet loud summons call, 
/That every wood and hill resounds withal. 
Come Hymen, Hymen come, drest in thy golden palL 

LXXXVIII. 
The sounding echo back the music flung. 

While heavenly spheres unto the voices play*d. 
But lo ! the day is^ended with my «oiig^ 

And sporting bathes with that fair ocean maid : 

9 Attat. 
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Stoop now thy wing, my Muse, now stoop thee low : 
Hence may'st thou freely play, and rest thee now ; 
WhUe here I hang my pipe upon the willow bough." 

LXXXIX. 
So up they rose, while all the shepherd- throng 
With their loud pipes a country triumph blew. 
And led their Thirsil home with joyful song : 
Mean time the lovely nymph with garlands new, 
His locks in bay and honoured palm-tree bound, 
With lilies set, and hyacinths around ; ' 
And lord of all the year, and their May-sportings crown'd- 
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THE END. 
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